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PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

This project proposes to transform the dormant Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge into a pedestrian
and bicycle trail called “Wakway Over the Hudson.” The bridge is located in the City of Poughkeepsie,
Dutchess County (east side of the Hudson River) and the Town of Lloyd, Ulster County (west side of the
river).

The Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge holds tremendous historic significance. When construction
was completed in 1888, the bridge was the longest one in the world. It served as a vital link in the
transportation of people and goods between Albany and New York City. Train volumes exceeded 3500
cars/day during World War 11, at the peak of railroad usage. In the late 1950's, traffic volumes on the
bridge began a steady decline. The last train crossed the bridge in 1974 due to a fire on the east side of
the bridge that caused damageto rail ties and decking material. The fire, combined with the declining use
of the bridge, prompted the termination of rail service. This bridge is currently listed on the New Y ork
State Historic Register.

In 1995, a not-for-profit organization, Walkway Over the Hudson, assumed ownership of the bridge with
the intent of transforming usageinto a facility to accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists. Walkway Over
the Hudson has been working closely with the Dyson Foundation to secure the necessary funds for the
renovation of the bridge. The project schedule is on the fast-track, with construction planned to begin in
the summer of 2008, and the bridge opening to the public by September 2009 as part of the 2009 Henry
Hudson Quadricentennial Celebration.

The Rehabilitation Alternative, described in detail in Section 111.C of this report, has been identified as
the preferred alternative, over-and-above the Null Alternative and the Removal (i.e, demolition)
Alternative. This Rehabilitation Alternative proposes to transform the existing railroad bridge into a
pedestrian and bicyclist trail, linking the expansive trail systems that exist on the east and west sides of
the Hudson River. Three design options were considered under the Rehabilitation Alternative, providing
incrementally greater levels of trail width, access options, and amenities. The second design option has
been chosen based on a comparison of the range of available features against available funds.

Construction work would involve removal of the existing bridge deck including side railings, track rails,
and ties. Structural repairs would then be completed prior to installation of a new pre-cast, reinforced
concrete deck on the bridge. The deck would be 24’ wide on the approach spans and 33.5" wide on the
main span. Key features would include hand rails similar to those on the nearby Franklin D. Roosevelt
(Mid-Hudson) Bridge, pedestrian lighting on the deck, e evator access at the east abutment, and parking
facilities near both ends of the bridge abutments. It is the intent to implement these new features in such a
way that captures the industrial character of the bridge’s original function. A photographic rendering of
the proposed condition isfound in Figurel11-2.

Construction costs are currently estimated at $25 million. Walkway Over the Hudson currently is seeking
state, federal, local government, and private funding to support this project. Funding commitments must
be secured in order to initiate the construction phase of the project. Upon completion of construction
activities, the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation will assume
responsibility for administering public use of the Wa kway Over the Hudson, including staffing, operating
costs, and maintaining thetrail features and associated public facilities. Ownership of the bridge structure
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will betransferred to an appropriate New York State entity (not yet determined) which will be responsible
for maintaining the bridge deck, steel superstructure, piers, and substructure.

This project is classified as a SEQRA Type | Action project. Theproject is classified asaClass |l Action
(Categorical Exclusion) based on the NEPA checklist included in Appendix F.
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I.INTRODUCTION

This project proposes to convert the existing, dormant, Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge to a
pedestrian and bicycle trail (“Walkway over the Hudson™) that will serve as a link between extensivetrail
networks on either side of the Hudson River. The work will involve removing all of the existing material
above the structural steel, including railroad ties, rail, pedestrian railing, and abandoned utilities. New
deck and railings will be added, and appropriate access and termini will be created. The project
construction cost for the Feasible Alternative is estimated to be $25 million, and will be funded by a mix
of federal, state and private funds. The project is being classified as a Class Il Action (Categorical
Exclusion) under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and as aType | Action under the State
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA). The Lead Agency will grant Design Approval. The
project is scheduled to be let in the summer of 2008.

This report has been prepared to describe existing conditions, establish project needs, and identify and
evaluate alternative improvements to address the project needs. The evaluations considered the social,
economic and environmental impacts associated with the project. For additional information regarding
this project, contact:

Fred Schaeffer, Chair

Walkway Over The Hudson

PO Box 889

Poughkeepsie, New Y ork 12602
Phone: (845) 454-9649

Erik Kulleseid

Deputy Commissioner for Open Space Protection

New Y ork State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Empire State Plaza

Agency Building 1

Albany, New York 12238

Attn: Thomas B. Lyons

Phone: (518) 474-0409
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1. PROJECT IDENTIFICATION, EVOLUTION, CONDITIONS AND NEEDS, AND
OBJECTIVES

A. PROJECT IDENTIFICATION

1. Project Type:

Convesion of a 1.25 mile long, historic railroad bridge into a trail, whereby a key link is
provided for the connection of the bridge to an extensive regional pedestrian and bicycle trail
network on the east and west sides of the Hudson River.

2. Project Location:

a. The Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge over the Hudson River is located in the City
of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, and the Town of Lloyd, Ulster County. The bridge is
north of the New York State Bridge Authority’s Franklin D. Roosevet (Mid-Hudson)
Bridge. The project work limits include the entire bridge, and extend inland, on both the
east and west sides of the bridge, approximately 200 ft from the abutments, within the
Walkway Over the Hudson right-of-way. The east and west termini connect to railroad
right-of-way that is currently being converted, under separate project initiatives, to
pedestrian and bicycletrails that link up to the greater, regional trail network.

b. Figure Il-1 presents a Location and Area Map. This figure is aso provided in a larger
format in Appendix A.

Figurell-1: Project Location Map
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B. PROJECT EVOLUTION

The Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge holds tremendous historic significance: constructed
in 1888, it was the longest bridge in the world when the first train crossed it. The completion of
this bridge established a vital link in the transportation of people and goods between Albany and
New York City. Although the need for freight transportation between Albany and New Y ork
City continues today, the Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge ended rail service in 1974
following a decline in demand for the use of this particular bridge.

The bridge is considered a 19" Century engineering marvel, having set records for the use of
structural steel, and the length of its spans. The four river piers are supported on massive
concrete filled, timber crib foundations over ten stories tall. Railroad traffic over the bridge
increased dramatically in the early 20™ century, resulting in the need for immense improvements.
Between 1906 and 1907, and later between 1918 and 1919, structural steel was added to
accommodate longer and heavier trains. Train volumes exceeded 3500 cars/day during World
War II. It wasn't until the late 1950’ s that traffic volumes on the bridge began a steady decline, a
decline that was attributed to the creation of the interstate highway system, as well as the opening
of the Castleton-on-Hudson railroad bridge just south of Albany.

The last train crossed the bridge in 1974. A fire erupted on the east side of the bridge damaging
rail ties and decking material. This incident, along with the declining demand for use of the
bridge, prompted the bridge owner, Penn Central, to terminate service. Following the fire
incident, the east approach was stripped of railroad ties, rail, and other surface features to prevent
the possibility of un-maintained materials falling onto residents, streets and rail lines beneath the
bridge. Inthisstripped area, only the bridge superstructure remains.

In 1995, a not-for-profit organization, Walkway Over the Hudson, assumed ownership of the
bridge with the intent of transforming usage into a facility to accommodate pedestrians and
bicyclists. Numerous studies and reports from both sides of the river have supported the
conversion of the Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge to non-motorized use - most notably,
the New York State Department of Transportation's June 2002, “Maybrook Multi-Modal
Corridor Sudy.”

Walkway Over the Hudson has received wide-spread support for their vision. Appendix G
contains numerous copies of support letters from a variety of stakeholders. This support has
enabled Preliminary Design efforts to get under way, such as, the bridge inspection efforts, and
preparation of this Design Report. Walkway Over the Hudson has been working closely with the
Dyson Foundation to secure the necessary funds for the renovation of the bridge. The project
schedule is on the fast-track, with fabrication and construction contracts planned to begin in the
spring and summer of 2008, and the bridge opened to the public by September 2009 as part of the
2009 Henry Hudson Quadricentennial Celebration.
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C.

1.

CONDITIONS AND NEEDS

Transportation Conditions, Deficiencies and Engineering Consider ations:

a. Functional Classification

The bridge was constructed for rail traffic only. It is currently abandoned. On the east
side, the bridge spans five (5) collector streets, two (2) arterials, and one (1) activerail line.
On the west side, the bridge spans two (2) collectors, and one (1) rail line. Additionadlly,
the bridge spans the Hudson River which is a navigable waterway for recreational and
commercial vessels.

Owner ship and Maintenance Jurisdiction

The bridge is currently owned and maintained by Walkway Over the Hudson, a not-for-
profit organization. Upon completion of the project, the New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation will assume responsibility for administering public
use of the Walkway Over the Hudson, including staffing, operating costs, and maintaining
the trail features and associated public facilities. Ownership of the bridge structure will be
transferred to an appropriate New York State entity (not yet determined) which will be
responsiblefor maintaining the bridge deck, steel superstructure, piers, and substructure.

Culture, Terrain and Climatic Conditions

(1) Area Type — The Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge connects the City of
Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, on the east side of the Hudson River with the Town of
Lloyd, Ulster County, on the west side of the river. Land use on the east side differs
substantialy from that of the west side. The surrounding area on the east sideis highly
urban in context, with a mixture of industrial, commercial and residential space. The
west approach, on the other hand is more rural in context, with large areas of open
green space, and sparseresidential development.

Several parks exist throughout the surrounding area of the Poughkeepsie-Highland
Railroad Bridge: (1) Johnson-lorio Memorial Park resides on the west side of theriver,
near the shore, south of the bridge. The park offers scenic views of Poughkeepsie on
the other side of the river, and is linked to Scenic Hudson's Franny Reese Preserve
which was recently transferred to NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation. (2) Victor C. Waryas Park resides on the east side of the river, along the
shore, just to the south of thebridge. This park offers beautiful views up and down the
Hudson River, including panoramic views of the two nearby bridges spanning theriver.
(3) Pulaski Park, an urban recreational park, also resides on the east side of theriver, a
short distance north of the Poughkeepsie-Highland east abutment. (4) Wheaton Park is
also an urban recreational park located south of the bridge in Poughkeepsie. Other
parks exist within the City of Poughkeepsie, but further inland.
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Other noteworthy area features include the Poughkeepsie Train Station and the Central
Hudson Power Station, both located in the City of Poughkeepsie, aong the eastern
shore near the subject bridge.

The ares, as it exists today, is the product of 180 years of expanded development that
coincided with the boom aong the Hudson Valley. This boom began in 1825, when
the Erie Canal opened up doorsto the Great Lakes and western products, and continued
strong into the 1900's until alternate transportation means and routes were
implemented. Despite the development expanse, “the essential nature and traditions of
the Hudson Valley still prevail.”* Or, to put it in the words of historian Paul Wilstach
in 12933, “The units of busy life here seem to punctuate Nature without prevailing over
it.”

(2) Terain — The Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge spans the Hudson River valley
floor between the urban city of Poughkeepsie in Dutchess County and the more rural
township of Lloyd in Ulster County. The City of Poughkeepsie is located on the
eastern slope descending toward the river. The terrain within the Town of Lloyd is
much more varied (hilly), having steeper slopes along the west river than that of
Poughkeepsie.

(3) Climate Conditions — No unusual climate conditions exist that would affect project
design or construction.

d. Control of Access

Existing access onto the Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge within the project limits
is strictly controlled by the Walkway Over the Hudson group. Access from the west side of
the bridge is controlled by a locked security gate, and an effective security intrusion system
linked to local law enforcement. The east end of the bridge is fenced, and contains no deck
systemto walk on — only the bridge’ s steel superstructure remains.

The bridge is elevated over several roads and two active rail lines. The bridge does not
prohibit the through traffic of vehicles on any of those transportation facilities.

e. Exising Highway Section

(1) Right-of-Way — The existing right-of-way of the rail corridor between the western
project limit and Pier O inthe Town of Lloyd has a width of 200 feet. The right-of-way
between Pier 0 and Talmadge Road in the City of Poughkeepsie is approximately 60
feet in width. Appendix D contains record bridge plans that show pier locations. The
Poughkeepsie Bridge Company acquired most of the right-of-way circa 1887/1888. At
the highway underpasses, the bridge substructure and appurtenances are encompassed
with 6-feet high chain link fence. The chain link fencing continues, generally paralle
with the rail ling though the fence does not exist everywhere aong the rail line

! “Greenway Connections — Greenway Compact Program and Guides for Dutchess County Communities.”
Dutchess County Department of Planning and Development. March 8, 2000. Page 1.

2 “Greenway Connections — Greenway Compact Program and Guides for Dutchess County Communities.”
Dutchess County Department of Planning and Development. March 8, 2000. Page 1, inset.
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Further, the fence location does not aways coincide with the approximate right-of-way
which varies in alignment throughout. Rather, it remains generally parald with the
rail line. Asaresult, in many cases, adjacent property owners encroach in the railroad
right-of-way. In fact, some of the intermittent fencing was continued erroneously by
adjacent property owners. This is most evident in the area between Talmadge Road
and Washington Street on the south side of the railroad. The encroaching properties
front on Gifford Ave,; nos. 10 through 36. A preliminary assessment also shows
encroachments by adjacent owners in the following areas:

i. Between Albany/Dutchess and Delafield streets on the north and south
ii. Between Deafield and Talmadge on the north and south

There are also encroachments of rail appurtenances onto adjacent properties in the
following areas:

i. The concrete retaining wall encroaches into the yards of at least two properties at
no. 38 and 42 Gifford Avenue

ii. Thefence at the property of Frank Poleto et al at the southeast corner of Talmadge
and the Walkway Over the Hudson property.

iii. Thefenceat the Talmadge and Delafield right-of-ways.
iv. The east abutment at Washington Street
Items iii.) and iv.) above may be covered in easements granted by the City of
Poughkeepsie. A preliminary review of the Ulster County right-of-way revealed no
serious  encroachments. Property owners will be contacted regarding their
enchroachment status. The complete Encroachment Report can be found in Appendix
H.

(2) Travel Lanes and Shoulders — The Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge is an

abandoned railroad bridge, not a highway section. There are no vehicular travel lanes or
shoulders.

(3) Curb—Thereare no curbs on the bridge.
(4) Medians— There are no medians on the bridge.
(5) Gradesand Curves
i. Vertical — The bridge profile varies from 1.25% (descending west to east) on the
west approach, transitioning to level grade on most of the main span, and

transitioning again to 1.25% (descending west to east) on the east approach.

ii. Horizontal — The horizontal alignment of the bridge is tangent from the west
approach, through the main span, and to a distance of approximatey 2268 feet
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inland on the east side. From this point eastward, the bridge has an approximate
2200 foot horizontal curve.

(6) Intersection Geometry and Conditions — There are no intersections on the
Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge.

(7) Parking Regulations — The bridge was constructed for railroad use only, and so thereis
no vehicular parking on thebridge. There are allowancesfor parking on the local street
network surrounding the bridgein the City of Poughkeepsie.

(8) Roadside Elements — On the bridge, hand rail exists on both sides of the track. In
addition, where the tracks touch down on the east side, some fencing exists as a
separation between the railroad property and adjacent land owners. More information
on the chain link fence can be found in the Right-of-Way subsection (11.C.1.e.1.).

f. Abutting Highway Segments and Future Plans for Abutting Highway Segments

The Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge crosses over a total of nine (9) roadways:
Ransom Road and Oakes Road on the west side of the river, and North Water Street, State
Route 9, Albany Street, Dutchess Avenue, Delafield Street, Talmadge Street, Washington
Street (State Route 9G) on the east side. These are all grade separated crossings. Therefore,
the flow of traffic on these roads is not prohibited by the bridge. The same is true for the
active railroad lines that pass beneath the bridge along both shores of the Hudson River,
and for water vessels that run up and down the Hudson River.

The Dutchess County Rail-Trail will be located along the along the CSX rail bed, stretching
from East Fishkill to Morgan Lake, in the City of Poughkeepsie. The final phase of
construction for this project is scheduled to begin in the Fall of 2008. This project is located
approximately 1.3 miles east of the eastern terminus of the Poughkeepsie-Highland
Railroad Bridge, and is a key component in the regional pedestrian/bicycle network.

Dutchess County is in negotiations to purchase the 1.3 mile stretch of CSX owned rail bed
between the Walkway Over the Hudson project and Morgan Lake. The County would use
this rail bed to connect the Walkway and Ulster County Trails to the Dutchess County rail-
trail network.

Hudson Valley Rail-Trail Project will be expanded to include the stretch of railroad from
Haviland Road to Commercial Avenue and is planned to be open by September 2009. This
rail-trail project will link the Walkway Over the Hudson bridge to the regional pedestrian
and bike network on the west side of the Hudson River.

The NYS Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation recently acquired
ownership of the Scenic Hudson wooded hillside trail system (Franny Reese Preserve) on
the west side of the bridge. Walkway Over the Hudson users will be able to access this
wooded parkland using Haviland Road. Upon completion of the Hudson Valley Rail-Trail
section between Haviland Road and Commercial Avenue, trail users will have direct access
between the Franny Reesetrail system and the Walkway Over the Hudson bridge.
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Consequently, Walkway Over the Hudson is the final piece of infrastructure that links the
east and west sidetrail networks together.

g. Speedsand Delay
Not applicable.
h. Traffic
Not applicable.
i. Leve of Service (LOYS)
Not applicable.
j- Deficienciesin Current Facilities Based on I ntended Use

This bridge was designed for rail use and is being proposed herein as a trail for pedestrians
and bicyclists. As such, several features would need to be addressed in order to properly
servethe new type of traffic:

Railing

Fall protection

Trail surface

Parking accommodations
Access to/ffrom parking facilities
Handicapped access, including features for the blind
Suicide prevention measures
Lighting

Security

Maintenance

Emergency Access

k. Safety Considerations

The existing bridge was constructed for rail use and not as a pedestrian trail facility.
Furthermore, the era in which the bridge was constructed and last maintained predates
safety measures that are standard to today’s practice. Consequently, the bridge, in its
current state, retains many safety problems. The concern is elevated in consideration of its
intended use as a pedestrian and bicycle trail system. Safety problems include the
following: siderailings (poor condition, missing in areas, and non-standard design), lack of
asolid travel surface, minor structural deficiencies, and lack of lighting.

[.  Pavement and Shoulder Conditions
The bridge was designed for train traffic, and is being proposed herein as a trail for

pedestrians and bicyclists. As such, the existing surface is inadequate for use as a trail
surface.
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m. Railings, Median Barriersand | mpact Attenuators

There are no guide railings, median barriers, or impact attenuators located on the bridge.
The hand railings on the bridge are in very poor condition, or missing.

n. Traffic Control Devices

The bridge was designed for train traffic, and is being proposed herein as a trail for
pedestrians and bicyclists. Assuch, proper traffic control devices do not exist on the bridge
and adjoining sections of railroad to guide the proposed users (i.e, pedestrians and
bicyclists).

0. Structures

(1) Description — The former Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge is over 6,700 feet
long, and consists of numerous spans in three distinct segments: a west approach, the
main spans, and an east approach. All structures consist of three paralld lines of
superstructure elements, either steel truss or steel girder. See Appendix D for the
plans, profiles, and typical sections of the existing structure.

The West Approach is 1,034-feet long and is constructed of two 145-foot long
pin-connected Warren deck truss spans, eight 50 to 60-foot long plate girder spans, and
nine 30-foot long plate girder spans straddling adjacent bents. Each span is simply
supported and consists of three longitudinal members (girders or trusses) spaced at
11-feet on center, for a total width of 22-feet between the centerlines of the north and
south members. The superstructure is supported on eighteen variable height stedl bents
founded on either concrete pedestals or cut stone blocks at the base of each column.
Longitudinal bracing extends between adjacent bents to form tower piers. The North
and Center members support a deck of timber ties and track from the abandoned
railroad line. There is no deck between the South and Center members. The West
Approach spans over one (1) local roadway and through rolling terrain, in the Town of
Lloyd.

The Main Span is 3,094-feet long and consists of seven stedl deck truss spans that are
symmetrical about the centerline of Span 4. The trusses are comprised of two 525-foot
long fixed spans, three 548-foot long cantilever spans, and two 201-foot long anchor
spans at each end of the bridge. Each cantilever span is constructed of a 212-ft simple
span Warren truss suspended from two 159-foot long cantilever arms. All spans have
three longitudinal truss lines spaced at 15-feet on center, for a total width of 30-feet
between the centerlines of the north and south trusses. The truss spans are braced
transversdy with top and bottom lateral bracing that is connected to the North and
South Trusses with an intermediate connection to the top and bottom chord of the
Center Truss. Diagonal sway bracing rods and eyebars, connected between the North
and South Trusses, are aso provided at every other panel point and the ends of spans.
The structure has an open deck system consisting of two longitudinal stringers, framed
into transverse floorbeams that are supported on the trusses at each panel point. The
stringers are spaced 7-feet apart about the centerline of the bridge. The Main Span
supports a deck of timber ties and track from the abandoned railroad line, except that
the timber ties and track over the east shoreline have been removed. The substructure
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for the main span consists of two concrete anchor piers (Piers 0 and 7), two land-based
steel towers founded on concrete piers (Piers 1 and 6), and four steel towers anchored
to concrete and masonry piers supported by concrete-filled timber cribbing (Piers 2 —
5). The Main Span crosses over a local roadway and CSX railroad on the west shore,
the Hudson River, and property of Central Hudson on the east shore. The average deck
level above the Hudson River is 212 feet.

The East Approach is 2,640-feet long and is constructed of five pin-connected Warren
deck truss spans (span lengths of 117 feet, 117 feet, 175 feet, 115 feet and 161 feet),
nineteen 60 to 85-foot long plate girder spans, and twenty-three 18 to 30-foot long plate
girder spans straddling adjacent bents. Each span is simply supported and consists of
three main longitudinal supporting members spaced at 11-feet on center, for a total
width of 22-feet between the centerlines of the north and south members. The former
deck of timber ties and rail has been removed from the East Approach. The
superstructure is supported on forty-six variable height steel tower bents founded on
either concrete pedestals or cut stone blocks at the base of each column. Longitudinal
bracing extends between adjacent bents to form tower piers. The East Approach spans
several local roadways, one state highway, a MTA Metro North railroad, and an
established urban residential neighborhood.

(2) Clearances — The Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge has 160 feet +/- vertical
navigation clearance over the Hudson River, which exceeds the minimum US Coast
Guard requirements for such traffic. The minimum vertical clearance for vehicular
traffic is 18-feet where the Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge spans over
Washington Street in Poughkeepsie adjacent to the east abutment. This, and the
vertical clearances at all other roadway underpasses, exceeds minimum requirements.

(3) History & Deficiencies

i. History: The Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge is a 19th Century
engineering marvel on the National Historic Register. The cornerstone was laid in
1873, and when it was completed in 1888, five years after the Brooklyn Bridge, it
was the longest bridge in the world (6,767 feet). It had the largest cantilever spans
ever built, and thefour river piers were supported on massive concrete-filled timber
crib foundations over ten stories tall. As the first bridge spanning the Hudson
River between Albany and New York City, it had an enormous impact on the
transportation of freight throughout in the Northeast, and today’s transportation
network.

Rise to the interstate highway system in the 1950's and construction of the newer
Castleton-on-Hudson Railroad Bridge just south of Albany, was cause to a steady
decline in the use of the Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge. The last train
crossed the bridge in 1974, shortly before a fire erupted on the east side of the
bridge damaging rail ties and decking material. This incident, along with the
declining use of the bridge, prompted the bridge owner, Penn Central, to terminate
service permanently. The bridge has been dormant for the past 33 years.

ii. Inspection and Deficiencies: From September through November of 2007,
engineers conducted a series of inspections to assess the condition of the bridge
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structure for future use as a trail system. The effort included the inspections of the
abutments, superstructure, substructure, deck and approaches, as well as inspection
of the stream channel and banks. The results of the bridge inspection have been
published under separate cover, the Executive Summary of which is provided in
Appendix C. Inspectors identified significant deterioration in many secondary
members, however the primary members typically were found to be in fair
condition (15% to 20% section loss), and the results of the load rating indicate that
this level of deterioration will not affect the bridge's capability to carry the
proposed loads. Some elements of the deck framing system on the East Approach
trusses exhibit excessive plastic deformation caused by the 1974 fire.

In addition, diving inspections to assess the pier and foundation conditions below
water were conducted in November of 2006 and November 2007. The Diving
Inspection Report is provided in Appendix B.

(4) Redtrictions — The bridge is currently owned by a private, not-for-profit, organization,
and closed to public access. The bridge deck and the right-of-way at grade is fenced
and locked. An electronic security system monitors activity on and near the bridge, and
is managed by local authorities and the Walkway Over the Hudson organization.
Persons are allowed walking access onto the bridge or right-of-way by appointment, as
guests of the Walkway Over the Hudson. All guests are required to sign a liability
waiver form.

(5) Future Conditions — The bridge has not been maintained for over 30 years and is
showing signs of its age. Continued lack of maintenance will result in continued
degradation of the structure, eventually requiring it to be dismantled for safety reasons.
The bridge currently spans the Hudson River, a navigable waterway with commercial
and recreational vessels; it also extends inland, spanning roadways, railways, and
residential neighborhoods, thereby heightening the safety concern. Thus a dilapidated
structure would pose safety concerns for peoples traveling beneath the bridge.

(6) Waterway - A Coast Guard Jurisdiction Checklist has been completed (see Appendix
F). A Coast Guard Permit is not required for this project, but coordination with the
Coast Guard will continue throughout the design process.

p. Hydraulics of Bridges and Large Culverts

The Hudson River is a drowned estuary, meaning that theriver’s flow is influenced by tidal
effects. Thetidal influence along the Hudson River extends from the Battery in New Y ork
City (River Mile 0.0) upstream to the Green Island Dam in Troy, New York, or
approximately 154 miles. The Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge is located at
approximately River Mile 77, or about half-way up the tidal reach, with an upstream
drainage area of 11,860 square miles. Being in this tidal zone, the direction of flow
alternates between upstream and downstream on a diurnal basis, changing approximately
every 62 hours.

The most recent diving inspection performed in November 2006 (see Appendix B) at the
four piers located in the Hudson River reported no signs of scour within the vicinity of the
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piers. This finding is consistent with previous diving inspections conducted in 2002 and
1979. The proposed underwater repairs to the river piers will not affect the hydraulic
opening, therefore the existing hydraulic conditions of the Hudson River at this location
will not be affected. These proposed pier repairs will be completed under a separate
contract. A detailed hydraulic evaluation will not be conducted.

g. Drainage Systems

There is no drainage system on the bridge; precipitation merely falls onto the structural
components and runs through gaps to the land and water below. The rail bed surface
contains many gaps between the rail ties and structural components which allow for runoff
to filter through without the need for a dedicated drainage system. Beneath and adjacent to
the bridge on the west side, runoff is handled via open drainage system. Onthe east sidein
urban Poughkeepsie, runoff beneath and adjacent to the bridge is handled via closed
drainage system which convey stormwater in the street sewers, ultimately leading westward
to the Hudson River.

r. Geotechnical Conditions

The soil strata beneath the Hudson River consist of approximately 70 ft of river bottom
sediments (clay, silt, sand) over a 15 ft thick layer of gravel on bedrock. Theriver piers are
founded upon the gravel layer.

Previous studies® have reported that the east and west approach structures are founded on
sedimentary shale and limestone. It is assumed that this sedimentary rock extends under the
entire bridge structure.

Soil borings will be taken at each potential elevator location to determine site specific
geotechnical parameters necessary for foundation design.

s. Utilities
Central Hudson utilized the bridge to support its electric transmission lines until 1984 when
it decided to relocate the transmission lines under the Hudson River. However, the sted
support frames cantilevered from every fourth floorbeam (approximately 110 to 120 feet
apart), and the de-energized cables which they had supported, still remain on the main span.

An abandoned 6 inch pipethat had been utilized for fire suppressionislocated at deck level
on the north side of the bridge.

An abandoned telephone line is | ocated underneath the bridge.

The Walkway Over the Hudson has a temporary dectrical line running from the west
abutment to Pier 2 to provide electricity for maintenance activities.

% Del_euw, Cather & Company (1980). Inspection and Rating of the Poughkeepsie Railroad Bridge Phase || Final
Report, Volume 1. Washington, DC: US Department of Transportation Federal Railroad Administration.
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t. Railroads

The Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge spans over two CSX owned lines. In the
Town of Lloyd, the bridge spans over CSX’s heavily used West Shore River Line, which
accommodates 30-35 long freight trains each day. The line is used for freight trains only.
In the City of Poughkeepsie, the bridge spans over Metro-North owned tracks just north of
the Poughkeepsie RR Station. The line carries a handful of CSX freight trains and 26
Amtrak trains each day. Equally busy, south of the train station, Metro North trains operate
between Poughkeepsie and New York City. Many of those trains reconfigure under the
Poughkeepsie- Highland Bridge.

u. Visual Environment

The proposed Walkway Over the Hudson (Walkway) and associated project area lies
within the Esopus/Lloyd Scenic Area of Statewide Significance (SASS) EL-5 Highland
Bluffs Subunit. This subunit is generally located along the western shore of the Hudson
River and extends to the eastern shore. The physical character of this scenic subunit
consists of steep wooded bluffs that rise 150 feet above the Hudson River. Rock cliffs and
rock cuts for the railroad tracks and the access road to the Mid-Hudson Bridge accentuate
the steepness.

On the western side, the narrow shordine of the Hudson River is accentuated by the strong
linear form of the existing CSX railroad. Above the bluffs, where the bridge meets grade,
is a small section of rolling upland. Vegetation on the western shore consists of dense
woodland, occasionally disturbed by clearing for residential structures. This section of the
river is straight north and south of the Walkway. The Walkway structure, once it reaches
the western side of theriver, disappears into the wooded steep slope and is not visible to the
traveling public, except for nearby residents.

The eastern shore of the Hudson River slopes upward more gradually than the western side,
and is developed within the City and Town of Poughkeepsie. The eastern end of the
Walkway is elevated for a significant length throughout the City of Poughkeepsie until it
finally touches grade at Washington Street. Although the bridge extends for quite a
distance through the city, it is well screened by existing mature vegetation and built
structures, and is only fully visible where is crosses roadways and at the eastern shoreline.

Full views of the Walkway Over the Hudson bridge are available from both shorelines of
the river, from the Mid Hudson Bridge, and from limited areas on land at the higher
elevations, in addition to from the river channel itself. The massive bridge structure of the
Walkway, in conjunction with the Franklin D. Roosevelt Bridge, dominates the immediate
landscape of the project area. Generally, due to the viewing distance, the bridge occupies
the midground or background of views and detail is lost. The massive pier towers and the
stedl lattice work of thetruss superstructure are the main visual elements of thebridge. The
natural tones of the weathered (rusted) color of the bridge blend with and compliment the
local rugged landscape.

From the bridge, there are spectacular unobstructed views of the Hudson River Valley to
the north, panoramic views of the City and Town of Poughkeepsie to the east, the Mid
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Hudson Bridge and the river valley to the south, and the wooded Highland Bluffs to the
west.

v. Provisionsfor Pedestrians and Bicyclists

The bridge was designed for train traffic, and is being proposed herein as a trail for
pedestrians and bicyclists. Currently, there are no provisions for bicyclists on the bridge.
There is however, restricted access for pedestrians — albeit not for general public use.
Current pedestrian access is limited to the west side and part of the main span via
temporary, steel-grated walkway. There is no access to the east side due to the 1974 fire
which prompted the removal of the bridge deck for safety reasons.

The existing railing system is in poor condition and does not meet current AASHTO or
ADA design criteria.  The wrought iron railing is corroded and cracked, with numerous
posts and rails missing. The wood curbing to which the railing posts are mounted is also
deteriorated and can not be relied upon to adequately support the posts.

The Walkway is not open to the general public, but limited tours are available by request to
the Walkway Over the Hudson organization. A signed liability waiver is required. The
bridgeis protected by alocked gate and security system.

w. Planned Development for Area

The Poughkeepsie-Dutchess County Transportation Council (PDCTC) published their
“Major Projects Report - June 2006.” This document was reviewed to identify other
planned projects occurring within a one (1) mile radius of the subject project site. There
arethree projectsin the City of Poughkeepsie currently in the planning stages:

Luckey Platt Redevelopment — this project involves the construction of a multi-use
building with retail and apartment space to be constructed on Main Street near
Academy Street.

Adriance Memorial Library — this project involves the construction of a new building
to serve as the Poughkeepsie Public Library to be constructed on Market Street near
NY S Route 44/55.

The Dutchess County Rail-Trail will be located along the existing rail bed, stretching from
East Fishkill to Morgan Lake, in the City of Poughkeepsie. This federally-funded project is
scheduled to begin construction in the Fall of 2007, with the final phase of construction
beginning in the Fall of 2008. The trail terminates in the City of Poughkeepsie at the
Morgan Lake Park, near Creek Road. This project is located approximately 1.3 miles east
of the eastern terminus of the Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge, and is a key
component in the regional pedestrian/bicycle network.

Dutchess County is in negotiations to purchase the 1.3 mile stretch of CSX owned rail bed
between the Walkway Over the Hudson project and Morgan Lake. The County would use
this rail bed to connect the Walkway and Ulster County Trails to the Dutchess County rail-
trail network.
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On the west side, the Ulster County Transportation Council (UCTC) Final FFY 2008-2012
Transportation Improvement Program cites the Hudson Valley Rail-Trail Project, the
development of which extends from Haviland Road to Commercial Avenue. This rail-trail
project is located adjacent to the west end of the Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge.
This $730,000 project is planned for completion in September 2009, and is a key
component in theregional pedestrian/bicycle network.

The NY S Office of Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation recently acquired ownership
of the Scenic Hudson wooded hillside trail system (Franny Reese Preserve) on the west
side of the bridge. Walkway Over the Hudson users will be able to access this wooded
parkland using Haviland Road. Upon completion of the Hudson Valley Rail-Trail section
between Haviland Road and Commercial Avenue (see above), trail users will have direct
access between the Franny Reese trail system and the Walkway Over the Hudson bridge.

X. System Elements and Conditions

The proposed development of the Walkway Over the Hudson project accommodates
pedestrians and bicyclists only. Therefore, its direct effect on traffic is limited to that of
pedestrians and bicyclists. The Mid-Hudson Bridge is currently the primary means for
pedestrians and bicyclists to cross the Hudson River in this region. The Mid-Hudson
Bridge does not have a designated bicycle lane, so pedestrians and bicyclists must sharethe
sidewalk. Bicyclists must get off of their bikes, and walk them across the bridge for safety
reasons. Mid-Hudson Bridge users must also maneuver steep slopes at each of the
approach spans. Due to the initial use of the Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge for
train passage, it is a higher structure with significantly flatter approach spans. The
Walkway Over the Hudson project would be a key component of the regiona
bicycle/pedestrian network. This project would provide a more convenient, and user
friendly crossing for both pedestrians and bicyclists, aswell as link trail systems on the east
and west sides of the Hudson River. This link would significantly enhance the mobility
and experience of pedestrians and bicyclists. In order to establish this link, however, the
Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge must be restored to safely accommodate the
traffic. It currently lacks the proper infrastructure to accommodate the intended traffic.
However, the scope of this project includes improvements to the bridge structure and
features to transform the bridge into a corridor for pedestrians and bicyclists.

y. Environmental I ntegration

The proposed project will offer great environmental enhancement. It will allow for
integration of the Ulster and Dutchess components of the Maybrook Corridor. It will
augment existing State Park land, and help to enhance outdoor awareness and appreciation
among residents and visitors for the Hudson River, and the Esopus/LIoyd Scenic Area of
Statewide Significance (Section 11.C.u.). It will also preserve a structure on the National
Register of Historic Places and afford access to view this resourcefirst hand.
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2. Needs
a. Project Level Needs

Based on the aforementioned conditions, the following transportation needs have been
identified within the project limits:

(1) Surface Needs — A bridge deck able to accommodate pedestrian and bicycle traffic is
needed.

(2) Safety Needs — In order for the Walkway Over the Hudson Bridge to be opened for
general public use, several safety needs will be addressed. These needs will be
addressed as part of the purchase and/or construction contracts being developed for this
project.

Site access — secure and handicap accessible access from parking areas

Walking surface —decking with high friction surface is needed

Railing — solid railing installed to proper geometrics and anticipated loads

Lighting — wherever nighttime presence is allowed, proper pedestrian lighting is
needed to illuminate the trail

Security — gates are needed to prevent unwarranted access to the bridge;, vanda
fencing is needed where the Walkway passes over roadways and railroads
Emergency Services — facilitation of emergency services is needed for a variety of
scenarios, including:  rescue operations, medical emergencies, enforcement
conditions. In addition, suicide prevention measures need to be implemented on
site

(3) Bridge Structural Needs — This project has performed a complete inspection and 1oad
rating to ensure the structure is safe for its current and intended use and does not pose a
hazard to persons or facilities on, adjacent to, or beneath the structure. A summary of
the bridge inspection and the load rating are provided in Appendix C. Repairs will be
required to numerous secondary members, however most primary members are in fair
condition and will not require major repair, rehabilitation, or replacement. Specific
elements in need of repair or replacement will be identified and addressed as part of the
Final Design effort.

(4) Drainage Needs — Given the proposed use of a solid surface for pedestrian trave, there
is a need to convey and discharge runoff from the bridge surface to the ground surface
below. The drainage design must address erosion and ensure protection of the bridge
structure.

(5) Environmental Needs — Progression of this project needs to address the following
environmental factors: @) preserve a bridge on the National Historic Register spanning
an American Heritage River; b) provide an essential link in a 30 plus mile Mid-Hudson
Valley trail network; c) provide for environmental education opportunities; d) provide
for railroad and engineering education opportunities; €) preserve and enhance scenic
vistasin a SASS; f) provide residents and visitors with a unique recreation opportunity;
g) not impair the Poughkeepsie Deepwater Habitat or impact threatened and
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endangered species; and h) protect the public from hazardous waste or contaminated
materials.

b. Corridor and ArealL evel Needs

(1) Capacity Needs — The project is necessary to provide a key multi-modal link between
adjacent non-vehicular (pedestrian and bicycle) trails being developed in Dutchess and
Ulster counties to accommodate the increasing bicycle and pedestrian demands from
county residents.

(2) Moda Interrelationship — The project is necessary to provide an essential link in the
regional non-vehicular transportation network, and provide local residents, particularly
those of the City of Poughkeepsie and the several colleges with a very unique,
dedicated and safe facility to enjoy the Hudson River and the State parkland on the
west shore. The project’s close proximity to the Metro-North train station will provide
trail user's with additional means to reaching the trail. The unique opportunities
provided by an historic bridge with spectacular views will encourage multi-modal
transportation in the Mid-Hudson Valley.

(3) System Needs — The proposed project is necessary to provide the key link in the multi-
modal 23-mile Maybrook Corridor. The project provides convenient access across the
Hudson River, and links the existing and proposed trail networks on both sides of the
river in the Mid-Hudson Valley. The project provides 1.25 miles of shared use trail as
recommended in the Maybrook Multi-Modal Corridor Study (PIN#8805.89.101). The
west end of the bridge will connect to the Hudson Valley Rail Trail network in the
Town of Lloyd. The east end of the bridge will connect with the CSX right-of-ways
(currently being acquired by Dutchess County), the Dutchess Rail-Trail, and the local
Poughkeepsie street network.

(4) Mobility Needs — The proposed project is necessary to provide a key link in the
growing Mid-Hudson Valley multi-modal trail network, and associated increasing
demand for such facilities. Due to its close proximity to the Poughkeepsie Railroad
Station, visitors from NY C to Albany will be able to go from trains to the trail network
and other recreational destinations without the need for a motor vehicle.

(5) Social Demands and Economic Development — The proposed project is necessary to
provide a safe, convenient, and unique open space link between Dutchess and Ulster
counties which will stimulate social interaction and economic development. Situated in
the center of the City of Poughkeepsie, within walking or short bicycle ride for
residents of all backgrounds, including students in nearby colleges, the uniqueness of
the Walkway will encourage residents to increase their daily physical activity, and will
provide a unique gathering place for al residents, enhancing community cohesion. The
bridge will encourage regular exercise, which will improve the overall health of local
residents. These same benefits will exist for residents in the less densely populated
Town of Lloyd. With the dedicated pedestrian and bike link between the separate trail
networks on both sides of the river, users on one side will be able to take advantage of
services on the other, providing a sense of unity and cohesion.
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D.

Conversion of the historic bridge to a public park and regiona trail link will enhance
the regional economy (see Section 1V.B.2.a.). The uniqueness of the project (vistas,
world's longest pedestrian bridge, etc), coupled with existing regional attractions such
as the Home of Franklin Delano Roosevelt national historic site, will result in an
increase in visitors to theregion. The project’ s inherent recreational and tourism merits
will draw additional people to existing establishments, and stimulate new businesses
and economic activity. The close proximity of the Metro North station to the bridge
will encourage visitors by train to visit local establishments by foot or bicycle, making
downtown Poughkeepsie more dynamic.

c. Transportation Plans

This project is included on the Draft 2008 — 2012 New York Statewide Transportation
Improvement Program approved December 10, 2007 as PIN 8759.97 (HPP 2717):
“Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge — Walkway Over The Hudson.” This project is
also included on the Poughkeepsie-Dutchess Counties Transportation Council 2008-2012
Transportation | mprovement Program effective October 12, 2007.

OBJECTIVES

Thefollowing objectives have been identified for this project:

Primary Objective:

1.

Provide a Connector, Dedicated Solely for Pedestrians and Bicyclists, to Link the Greater
Regional Trail Networks that Exist on Both Sides of the Hudson River. Having a dedicated
trail link encourages greater usage by improving safety, providing scenic opportunities, and
enhancing the availability of the extended trail system to more users.

Secondary Objectives:

1.

Save and Restore a Bridge on the National Historic Register. The Poughkeepsie-Highland
Railroad Bridge, opened in 1888, holds tremendous historic significance. As the first bridge
constructed across the Hudson River between New York City and Albany, it had enormous
impact on transportation throughout the Northeast United States.

Enhance the Regional Economy. The completed project will be an attraction for tourists, and
tying the trail networks on both sides of the river will stimulate pedestrian and bicycle activity,
benefiting local businesses and increasing property values.

Be a Centerpiece for the State of New York's 2009 Henry Hudson Quadricentennial
Celebration.

Expand State Park Land. The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation has interest in operating the completed bridge walkway as a State Park, connecting
it with State Parkland recently acquired from Scenic Hudson property on the west shore of the
river.
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5. Stimulate the Quality of Life for Hudson Valley Residents. Provide a unique and convenient

opportunity to recreate, relax and enjoy the Hudson Valley vista, and provide a gathering place
to meet and socialize with others.

6. Increase Local and Regional Recreational System by Providing a Unique Elevated Linear Park
and Contiguous Regional Trail System.

7. Provide an Educational Resource. The completed project provides a unique opportunity to
educate the public on: Hudson River ecosystems, bridge engineering and railroad history.

February 22, 2008 Pagell-18



Poughkeepsie Highland Railroad Bridge City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County &
Over The Hudson River Town of Lloyd, Ulster County, NY
Final Design Report and Environmental Assessment

I11. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED AND EVALUATIONS

A. DESIGN CRITERIA

1. Standards
The following publications set forth the design criteria for the conversion of the Poughkeepsie
Highland Railroad Bridge into a multi-usetrail and public park.

A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets 2004, American Association of
State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), (Green Book)
Guidefor the Development of Bicycle Facilities (AASHTO), 1999

Designing Sidewalks and Trails for Access, Best Practices Desigh Guide (United States
Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)), 2001

Pedestrian Facilities Users Guide — Providing Safety and Mobility (FHWA), 2002
NYSDOT Highway Design Manual (HDM)

National Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways (MUTCD)
and the New Y ork State Supplement.

Standard Specifications for Highway Bridges, American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials (AASHTO)

NYSDOT Bridge Manual (BM)
ADA Accessibility Guiddlines for Buildings and Facilities

AASHTO Guide Specification for Design of Pedestrian Bridges, American Association of
State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO)

AASHTO Guidefor the Design of Park and Ride Facilities, American Association of State
Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO)

USDOT Designing Sidewalks and Trails for Access, Part | of I, July 1999
USDOT Designing Sidewalks and Trails for Access, Part |1 of 11, Sept. 2001
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, Secretary of the Interior

2. Critical Design Elements
Refer tothe Tablell1-1.
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Tablelll-1: Design Criteria

Component: Off-Road M ulti Use Path Alignment
PIN: 8759.97 NHS (Y/N): No
Route No. & Name: Walkway over the Hudson Functional Class: Multi Use Path
Project Type: M iscellaneous/Special Wor k Design Class: Multi Use Path
% Trucks: Not Applicable Terrain: Rolling
ADT: Not Applicable Truck Access Rte.: Not Applicable
DESIGN ELEMENT CRITERIA EXISTING PROPOSED SOURCE
. . AASHTO Design of
Design Speed (Bicycles) 20 mph N/A 20 mph Bicydle Facilities
Trail Width
Approaches on Grade 12 ft Min N/A 12 ft Min HDM 18.8
. 8 ft Min 12 ft Min
Bridge 12t Min Preferred N/A 32 ft Max BM Table2-1
Bike Lane 5 ft Min (one-way) N/A 5 ft Min (one-way) HDM 18.7
5ft Min 5ft Min
Sidewalks 6 ft 6 in adjacent to N/A 6 ft 6 in adjacent to HDM 18.6.6.1
Parking Parking
Cross Slope
Normal Crown 2.0% Max 0 2.0% HDM 18.6.6.1
Superelevation Rate 2% Max 0 N/A HDM 18.6.2
Shoulders
Graded Shoul der 2ft 0 2ft HDM 18.6.2
Slope of Graded Area 1:6 (minimum) 0 1:6 HDM 18.6.2
Alignment & Profile
Maximum Grade 5% (over 800 ft) 1.25% 5% HDM 18.6.6.4
} ! . 210 ft Min (ascending) 210 ft (ascending) AASHTO Design of
Stopping Sight Distance 260 ft Min (descending) >1000ft 260 ft (descending) | Bicycle Facilities
Horizontal Clearance
From edge of path 3ft Min N/A 4ft Min HDM 18.6.6
From centerline of railroad to 331t N/A Match Exising | BM 25.3, Table2-2
bridge substructures
Navigational clearance - USCG: 33 CFR Chapter
between bridge piers 5001t NIA Match Existing 1, Subchapter J— Bridges
Vertical Clearance:
Above Trall 8t Min No obstruction No Obstructions HDM 18.6.7
10 ft Desrable e
14 ft Min . - BM 24.1
Over Roadway 146 in Preferred >14ft6in Match Existing Table 2.2
Over Railroad 22 ft > 22 ft Match Exigting, >22 ft | BM 2.4.2
Freeboard 2ft > 2 ft >2ft BM 243
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DESIGN ELEMENT CRITERIA EXISTING PROPOSED SOURCE
USCG:
Over Navigable Waterway 135 ft from MHW > 135 ft from MHW Match Existing 33 CFR Chapter 1,
Subchapter J— Bridges

Railing Height:

On Bridge 4ft6in 3ftllin 4ft 6inches HDM 18.7.9.6

3 ft (grade separation of
Off Bridge . r}?;r;:igar tion N/A 4ft 6inches HDM 18.6.6.8
>48")

Off Bridge (bicycle) 4ft6in N/A 4ft 6inches HDM 18.7.9.6
Railing Openings:

Upto 27" above grade 4inMax N/A 4 inches HDM 18.6.6.8

> 27" above grade 6 in Max N/A 4 inches HDM 18.6.6.8

Rails: 50 pIf horizontal Rails: 50 pIf
Railing Capacity Pods gg‘:)fﬁgﬁi'om o at N/A ho”zggfs:agg F‘)’I?tica' AASHTO027.22
54 inches horizontal at 54 in

Structural Capacity:

Pedestrian 85 psf Unknown 85 psf BM

Emergency Vehicle Single H-10 Unknown Sig%';gbsl'ezo BM

Ingpection Vehicle UB-75 Unknown UB-75 N/A
Pedestrian Accommodations ADA Limited ADA HDM Chapter 18
Level of Service A N/A A HDM 18.6.5.2
Parking L ot standards:
Aisewidh %0dkg twowsy 24 A 90 deg oy = 24 | Prasicd Toun Coce
Perking Stal width >9 N/A 9 engnesingBest
Parking Stall depth >18 N/A >18 Er”aggt?igi?gﬁrﬁo "
Handicap Parking ADA N/A ADA ADA standards

3. Other Controalling Parameters
The Following Design Storm recurrence intervals will be used:
(1) Storm Drainage Systems: 10-year storm recurrence interval

(2) Ditches: 10-year storm recurrence interval
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B. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

Three alternatives were considered as a solution to the identified problems. They are: 1) Null
Alternative; 2) Removal Alternative; 3) Rehabilitation Alternative.

a. The Null Alternative would provide for continuing the current program of minimal
maintenance: preserving the integrity of existing constraints that limit public access to the
bridge and adjacent Walkway Over the Hudson property; continuing efforts to meet the
requirements of USCG for navigation lighting; and protecting the public from potential hazards
from the antiquated structure. This alternative would allow for continued deterioration of the
structure, resulting in increased maintenance demands with the eventuality of a much costlier
project in the future — whether demolition or rehabilitation. The Null Alternative does not
address the project needs or meet its objectives, and is thus dismissed from further
consideration.

The Null Alternative would make no provisions for pedestrian and bicycle crossing of the
Hudson River. Currently, pedestrians must share use of the Mid-Hudson Bridge. The Mid-
Hudson Bridge has no designated bike/pedestrian lane, so bicyclists and pedestrians must share
use of the sidewalk. To get to the Mid-Hudson Bridge, trail users must leave the pedestrian
only trails and interact with vehicular traffic on city streets. Also, to assure safety of all Mid-
Hudson Bridge users, bicyclists are required to walk their bikes across the Mid-Hudson Bridge.
Mid-Hudson Bridge users must also maneuver steep slopes at each of the approach spans. Due
to the initial use of the Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge for train passage, it is a higher
structure with significantly flatter approach spans. These flatter approaches would make
bicycletravel more onvenient.

b. The Removal Alternative provides for removing the existing structure in it's entirety as a
means to permanently eliminate any hazard the bridge may pose to the public now or in the
future. However, removing the existing structure would cause significant impacts to
environmental resources, including :

The Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places and is a significant icon in the history and devel opment that occurred in the Hudson
Valley Region.

Removing the structure would remove an element of the Esopus/Lloyd Scenic Area of
Statewide Significance.

Removing the structure would cause damage to the Poughkeepsie Deepwater Habitat, a
Significant Coastal Fish and Wildlife habitat under New Y ork State's Coastal Management
Program.

Removing the structure would disturb sediments in the river known to contain
Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB’s).

Finally, the Removal Alternative is estimated to cost over $54 million, more than twice the cost
of the Functional Option of the Rehahilitation Alternative. Because of the excessive cost, the
potential for significant environmental impact, and because the Removal Alternative does not
address the project needs or meet its objectives, it is dismissed from further consideration.
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c. TheRehabilitation Alter native would create a multi-use trail over the Hudson River as well as
a public park and recreational destination. In addition, it would connect the existing and
proposed trail networks on either side of the Hudson River. The rehabilitation alternative
includes: removing the remaining ties and rails, railings, and abandoned utilities from the
structure, performing necessary structural repairs, and installing a new deck system with
railing, fencing, and lighting. Three design options are considered, each providing
incrementally greater levels of trail width, access options, and trail amenities, as described
below. Refer to Figure I11-1 which identifies the various segments of the bridge as referenced
in the following discussions.

Figurelll-1: Bridge L ayout Nomenclature

(1) Design Option 1: Minimal Construction to Provide Trail — This alternative provides for
a nominal width trail surface (approximatey 15 ft out-to-out with a 12 ft clear trail
width) that extends the full length of the bridge with a few wider sections on the main
span to cregte a resting/gathering point for visitors. Provisions to widen the walkway
in the future could be integrated into the design. There would be no lighting provided
under this alternative, thereby limiting the functional operation of the facilities to a
period from dawn to dusk. Minimal ADA-compliant access to the trail, consisting of
ramps on grade or on structure, would be provided at both ends of the bridge. Limited
amenities would be provided. The aesthetic quality of the various features would aso
be limited to basic, standard stock items having little to no connection to the early
industrial character that this bridge retains. The improvements included in this design
option are estimated to cost approximately $18 million.

(2) Design Option 2: Functional Long Term Trail — This alternative provides for a nominal
width (approximately 24 ft out-to-out width) trail surface on the approach spans and a
wider (approximately 33.5 ft out-to-out width) trail surface on the main span where
users will tend to congregate. Pededtrian railing would be installed for safety concerns.
Park benches and other accessories are included in this design option to enhance the
comfort and experience of the walkway, and minimal illumination of the walkway
would be provided with simple poles and fixtures. The lighting and railing would
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retain some connection to an early industrial character without exactly replicating the
features of the Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge. ADA-compliant access to the
trail would be provided at both ends of the bridge via ramps on grade at the east and
west ends of the bridge. In addition, an elevator/stair tower at Washington Street
would be provided. The improvements included in this design option are estimated to
cost approximately $25 million.

(3) Design Option 3: Icon Trail — This alternative provides for atrail surface the full width
(24 ft out-to-out on the approach spans; 33.5 ft out-to-out on the main span) of the
bridge. Upgrades from the previous, simpler design options would include custom
pedestrian railings that mimic the industrial character of the original railing, pedestrian
lighting of a more historic character, and additional trail amenities. The precast
concrete panels that make up the walkway surface would be cast with colored and
textured surface treatment for aesthetic appeal. There would be more walkway lighting
than that proposed by the Functional Long Term Trail aternative, improving
illumination of the walkway surface. In addition to the access provided by the
Functional Design Option, two more elevator/tower access points would be provided,
for atotal of four: Washington Street, Delafield Street, North Water Street, and Pier #6
on the east shore of the Hudson River. The improvements included in this design
option are estimated to cost approximately $35 million.

Design Option 2 of the Rehabilitation Alternative - Functional Long Term Trail is the
Preferred Alternativefor the following reasons:

it satisfies more of the project objectives, and addresses all project needs to a greater
extent than Design Option 1 — Minimum Construction to Provide Trail

like Design Option 3 — Icon Trail, the Functiona Long Term Trail design option
satisfies the project needs and objectives. However the Functional Long Term Trail
design option minimizes costs

Although Design Option 3 - Icon Trail provides greater amenities, those amenities come at
a significantly greater cost. The Functional Long Term Trail design option strikes a
balance of meeting the essential needs and minimum design criteria, creating an attractive
and inviting degtination, and responsible financial accountability. Therefore, the
Functional Long Term Trail is progressed as the Feasible Alternative, being detailed
further in this report beginning in Section 111.C., below.

C. FEASIBLE ALTERNATIVE

1. Description of Feasible Alter native

The Rehabilitation Alternative best meets the objectives of this project, and is considered the
only feasible aternative. In the previous section of the report, three design options were
presented within the Rehabilitation Alternative: (1) the Minimal Construction to Provide Trail;
(2) Functional Long Term Trail; and (3) Icon Trail. Of course, the Icon Trail offers the most
features, but those features come at a high cost. Through a review of available and anticipated
funding, and estimated costs of the three design options, it was determined that the Functional
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Long Term Trail be the appropriate choice to move forward for this project at this stage. For
now, the lcon Trail is viewed as risky (fiscally speaking) due to its much higher costs.
However, it should not be precluded as a future goal - commensurate with the project’s success.
Furthermore, following the issuance of the Draft Design Report and the public meeting on
January 9, 2008, the project received tremendous support. As a result of the boosted
confidence, the Functional Long Term Trail has been enhanced beyond that presented in at the
Draft Design Report stage. And so, some of the Icon Trail features have been incorporated into
the current plan for Function Long Term Trall.

See Appendix D for proposed plan, profile and section.

Figurelll-2: Proposed Walkway Rendering

2. Engineering Consider ations of Feasible Alter native
a. Special Geometric Features

The feasible alternative complies with the geometric features and cross section elements in
the Design Criteria Table 111-1 with the exception of the following:

(1) Non-Standard Features— none.

(2) Non-Conforming Features — none.
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b. Safety Considerations

Having been originally constructed for rail traffic, several features would need to be
addressed in order to transform the bridge into a safe travel facility for pedestrians and
bicyclists. Structural repairs would be made to ensure adequate structural support for the
new design loads. The existing train rail surface would be removed and a solid surface
provided to safdy support people and emergency vehicles on the bridge. Handicapped
accessibility would be provided. The antiquated hand railing on the bridge would be
replaced with a structurally sound rail system, designed to current standards. Further, the
railing would be designed, as required, for a low-impact vehicular collision — a
conservative measure. In addition, pedestrian lighting would be supplied for nighttime use.

The aforementioned provisions for emergency vehicles will require access onto the bridge
from the adjoing roadways. On the west end, an approach trail would connect the bridgeto
the Haviland Road parking lot, providing unobstructed access onto the bridge for
emergency vehicles. Although similar plans for an at-grade access for emergency vehicles
on the east side are still underway, only the western access is certain for opening-day in
September 2009. The Walkway continues to work with the City of Poughkeepsie and
Dutchess County on plans to provide at-grade access to the bridge via Parker Avenue and
the approaching CSX right-of-way, and hopes that this east access will too be available
come opening day. Nevertheless, ultimately, access onto and over the bridge would be
provided at both ends of the bridge. Provisions for emergency vehicular access onto and
across the bridge are being planned for to tend to various emergency situations that may
arise, including the potential need for emergency vehicles to cross the river in the event of
an impasse on the nearby Mid-Hudson Bridge.

c. Trail Surface Treatment

The trail within the project limits will include a variety of walking surface types.
Prefabricated, reinforced concrete deck panels will be installed on the bridge. The portions
of the trail connecting the bridge to key access points, parking, and adjacent trails will
make use of a permeable asphalt surface to limit stormwater runoff. This material will
minimize the environmental impact that the new trail connections will have on the existing
environment. The bridge and all access points from accessible parking areas will be fully
ADA compliant.

d. Structures

The bridge spans several local roads, a state highway, two active railroads, and the Hudson
River. Minimum vertical and horizontal clearances are met by the current configuration,
and the proposed rehabilitation and conversion will not reduce any existing clearances.

The diving inspection conducted in November 2006 identified that the stone masonry
portion of the piersis generally in fair condition with intermittent areas of missing mortar
from between the joints and occasional instances of moderately spalled and loose coping
stones. Below water, significant horizontal voids were observed at Piers 2 and 3. Repair of
these conditions would entail repointing the stone masonry and grouting the voids. These
repairs are not considered critical and may be postponed to a future project. However,
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interim inspections of the substructures should be conducted annualy to monitor the
progression of these voids and assess the timing for needed repairs.

Based on the results of the detail ed superstructure inspection, an analysis and load rating of
the structure has been conducted to assess the capability of the structure to support the
proposed loads. A summary of the bridge inspection and load rating is provided in
Appendix C. The bridge inspection report and load rating analysis form the basis for
identifying specific repairs that are required.

The proposed pedestrian wal kway and repairs to the structure are designed to accommodate
pedestrian live load of 85 psf, a vehicular live load of HS-20, and an under-bridge
inspection vehicle,

The structural rehabilitation and conversion to pedestrian use will address all repairs to the
existing structure that are necessary to safdy carry the proposed loads and which were
identified by the inspection, analysis, and load rating. Localized cleaning and painting will
be performed at those locations that will become inaccessible after installation of the new
deck system. However, cleaning the entire structure and applying a new protective coating
system is not required at this time. A cost for cleaning and painting is estimated for
planning purposes should this work be considered in the future. The existing deck,
consisting of timber ties and sted rails, the existing wrought iron railing, and all abandoned
utilities will be removed from the structure. A new deck system, consisting of precast,
reinforced concrete panels supported on elements of the existing steel deck framing system,
will be installed. Pedestrian railing, meeting the minimum height requirements for
pedestrian and bicycle safety, will be installed along the entire length of the bridge, and
projectile barrier fence will be installed over all roadways and railroads. Figures 111-3 and
I11-4 illustrate the conceptual deck, railing, and lighting system proposed for the approach
spans and the main span, respectively.

e. Hydraulics

Because the proposed underwater repairs to the river piers will not change the hydraulic
opening between piers, scour assessment of the proposed conditions would match that of
the existing conditions. In other words, proposed modifications to the bridge will not
change the hydraulic effects at the bridge.
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Figurelll-3: Typical Bridge Section at Approach Spans
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Figurelll-4: Typical Bridge Section at Main Span
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f. lce Conditions

The river generally freezes in this area with water temperatures below freezing for
approximately three months of each year typically. Figure I11-5 below indicates average
temperature for the past five years. The ice and the subsequent breakup each spring creates
a particularly harsh condition for abrasion of the pier foundations at the water line. Thisis
exacerbated by the vertical rise and fall of theice created by the diurnal tides. However, the
granite walls that were provided in the origina 1880’'s construction have proven to be
appropriate for this condition.

Figurelll-5: Average Temperature of Hudson River
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g. Drainage

An open drainage system in the form of sheet flow would be maintained over most of the
structure. Where the bridge is over roadways or railroad, a closed drainage system will be
implemented. This closed drainage system would channelize surface runoff to drains that
would convey runoff to the ground below in a manner that does not impact adjacent
structures nor induce erosion.

h. Maintenance Responsibility

Upon completion of construction activities, the New Y ork State Office of Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation will assume responsibility for administering public use of the
Walkway Over the Hudson, including staffing, operating costs, and maintaining the trail
features and associated public facilities. Ownership of the bridge structure will be
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transferred to an appropriate New York State entity (not yet determined) which will be
responsible for maintaining the bridge deck, steel superstructure, piers, and substructure.

Tablell1-2: Maintenance Responsibility

Feature Maintenance Responsibility
West — Town of LIoyd/Hudson Valley Rail Trail
East — Dutchess County

Trail Features on Bridge NY S Parks/ Walkway Over the Hudson
Br;ﬂ%:i:ﬂg:g:: :Eg?;g?u?gk A New York State entity (not yet determined)

Lighting & utilities NYS Parks

Trailheads and parking NYS Parks
West — Town of LlIoyd/ Hudson Valley Rail Trail
East — Dutchess County

Approach Trail and Facilities

Adjacent trail systems

i. Maintenance and Protection of Traffic

The majority of construction will take place in areas outside existing roadways. It is
anticipated that two-way traffic would be maintained on Ransom Road, Oakes Road, North
Water Street, Route 9, Albany Street, Dutchess Avenue, Delafield Street, Talmadge Strest,
and Washington Street during most of the construction phase. These roadways will be
closed for very short durations while panels are being placed. A minimum of one-way
aternating traffic would be maintained on Haviland Road and Washington Street while
access points to bridge are being constructed and panels and work equipment are being
delivered. All work zone traffic control would comply with current NYSDOT
specifications, the MUTCD, and New Y ork State Supplement.

Any work performed over the right-of-way of CSX or Metro North will, at a minimum,
require a permit from the involved railroad, and could possibly also require railroad flag
persons on site during periods of active construction.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S. Coast Guard regulations will befollowed. Special
consideration will be made to ensure that debris does not inadvertently fall to the water or
land surface below. No work in the Hudson River is planned for this project.

j. Geotechnical

No bridge foundation work is anticipated that will disturb existing soils.

Soil borings will be extracted for the purpose of designing the foundation of the
Washington Street elevator.

Over one (1) acre of soil may be disturbed for creation of parking and maintenance areas.
k. Utilities

The abandoned Central Hudson lines that are currently attached to the bridge will be
removed during construction. The abandoned water line on the bridge will also be removed
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during construction. The Contractor would be required to call for stake-out of all existing
utilities within the project limits prior to beginning any work. Protection of the existing
utilities beneath the bridge will be required of the Contractor.

|. Railroads

The Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge spans over two CSX owned lines. In the
Town of Lloyd, the bridge spans over CSX’s heavily used West Shore River Line, which
accommodates 30-35 long freight trains each day. Theline is used for freight trains only.
In the City of Poughkeepsie, the bridge spans over CSX owned Hudson Line tracks just
north of the Poughkeepsie RR Station. The line carries a handful of freight trains, as well
as 26 Amtrak trains each day. South of thetrain station, Metro North owns the tracks. Any
work performed over theright-of-way of CSX or Metro North will, at a minimum, require a
permit from the involved railroad, and could possibly also require railroad flag persons on
site during periods of active construction.

m. Right-of-Way (ROW)

An existing agreement with Central Hudson is being amended to allow a construction area
on the west side of the bridge. This area will also be used for parking once completed.. At
this time, no right-of-way acquisition is expected.

n. Landscape Development

All disturbed areas will be re-established with vegetation to permanently stabilize the soil.
Any trees and vegetation in conflict with the construction will be removed.

0. Provisionsfor Pedestrians, including Per sonswith Disabilities

The proposed Walkway Over the Hudson would create a system of facilities, separate from
vehicular streets, for pedestrians to cross the Hudson River. Grades and cross-slopes would
be consistent with the guidelines of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA). Curb ramps
and detectable warning surfaces would be installed at all needed locations. Benches would
be installed at periodic locations. The trail would be of sufficient width for shared use by
bicyclists and pedestrians. The Walkway will serve as a link between the trails established
on both the east and west ends of the bridge. Pedestrians can benefit from the
Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge in their ability to enjoy the beautiful vistas offered
by the Hudson River through convenient and direct access.

p. Provisionsfor Bicycling

The proposed Walkway Over the Hudson would create a new facility, separate from
vehicular streets, for bicyclists across the Hudson River. The trail would be of sufficient
width for shared use by bicyclists and pedestrians. The alternative connection between the
trails on the east and west ends of the bridge requires bicyclists to make a significant detour
to the Mid-Hudson Bridge. Bicyclists are required to walk their bikes across the bridge.
Travel to and across this busy vehicular bridge can be daunting for an inexperienced
bicyclist and a clear link between the existing railroad trail and the bridge is non-existent.
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The Walkway would provide a safe and obvious connection, encouraging use of trails on
both east and west sides.

g. Usage& Access

(1) Trail Usage - Given the historic significance that this structure would retain, the
Walkway is anticipated to draw the interest of persons from around the region, as well
as bring visitors from outside the region and state. In January 2008, an Economic and
Fiscal Impact Report (see Appendix 1) was conducted to ascertain potential impacts
that this project would have on the regional economy, and included estimates on the
number of users of the proposed Walkway trail. The study notes a projected population
of 123,200 people in 2009 for the geographic area surrounding the proposed Walkway.
Based on this population, and drawing off of others studies for user rates, the study
estimates the trail could attract 157,700 visitors from the local community and 110,000
visitors from outside Dutchess and Ulster counties (annually). Therefore, the total
projected annual trail visits are estimated to be approximately 267,700.

To estimate peak period usage of the Walkway trail, the Mohawk Hudson Bike Hike
Trall Analysis of Traill Use Regional Benefits and Economic Impact Report was
referenced. Based on field counts, this report estimated a peak period trail usage equal
to 0.1164% of the annual usage (Usage Ratio). Applying this Usage Ratio to the
aforementioned annual usage for the Walkway trail (267,000) yields an estimated peak
period usage of 312 persons. This, of course, excludes special event traffic.

(2) Parking — Parking lots will be available on both the east and west approaches. Parking
needs were estimated based on the aforementioned peak period usage. It should be
noted that not all users will drive, and that for those users that do drive to the Walkway,
more than one person, on average, will travel in a given vehicle. Consequently,
parking needs for peak period were estimated as follows: 112 spaces (east access
location) and 75 spaces (west access location). Proposed parking locations are
identified in Figure 111-6 and Appendix A, with detailed parking lot layouts found in
Appendix D.

A trailhead parking area will be provided for the east approach on the west side of
Washington Street undernesath the bridge with a drive aisle located just south of the
bridge running east-west. This parking area will accommodate approximatey 100
vehicles, including four (4) handicap parking spaces. Additional parking can be found
on surrounding city streets as needed. Given the loss of vegetation to construct the
parking lots, a buffer would be installed to promote privacy from the parking facility.
These accommodations are proposed to meet opening-day needs for parking near the
east access. However, coordination with the City of Poughkeepsie is ongoing to find a
more ideal and convenient parking location east of Washington Street. Current
discussions place this parking facility on unused property north of Parker Avenue near
the rail spur. This facility is contingent on successful negotiations between Dutchess
County and CSX railroad to purchase the rail property and convert to a rail-trail. Once
approved, this more ideal parking facility would be design and constructed under a
separate contract.
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Figurelll-6: Parking and Access L ocation M ap

A parking area will be provided at the west approach, southwest of the abutment on
Haviland Road. This parking area will be located on the north side of Haviland Road
and will accommodate a minimum of 12 vehicles, including four (4) handicap parking
spaces. Additional parking will be provided via on-street parking on Haviland Rd. The
Town of Lloyd will be striping the roadway to include two 14-foot travel lanes and an
8-foot parking lane. At least 40 spaces can be accommodated along the roadway.

(3) Access- Initialy, use of the Walkway will be permitted year round from dawn through
9:00 pm. TheWalkway will be closed during icy or dangerous conditions. New Y ork
State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation will adjust these hours and
dates of operation as public demand and trail use demands. Details of winter use of the
trail, such as plowing services are still being determined.

Access on the west approach will be provided at the west abutment and will be ADA
accessible. Visitors can access the trail on the west side from Haviland Road.

Access on the east approach will be provided by an eevator proposed to be located at
bent 45, just west of Washington Street. The enclosed elevator will be ADA
accessible. An additional eevator, located at Pier 6, may be provided in the future for
convenient access from the Metro North/Amtrak train station. A north-south trail
leading to and from the Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum will allow visitors convenient
access to this “Waterfront” devator.

The above noted elevator structures include alternative staircase towers. A rendering of
elevator concepts being considered at Washington Street and the Waterfront are shown
in Figure 111-7. The eevator locations are illustrated in plan view on Figure I11-6 and
in Appendix A.

Washington Street — an elevator (one cab) and staircase at this location would
provide ADA-compliant access near the eastern terminus of the project. (Elevator
Location 1)
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Pier 6 a the Eastern Shore of the Hudson River — this location would take
advantage of existing and planned parks and public spaces along the shore of the
Hudson River, and would offer a dramatic view as passengers ascended
approximately 200 ft to reach thetrail. (Elevator Location 2)

The Feasible Alternative allows for a maximum of two eevator towers, with the
Washington Street location considered a first priority. If sufficient funds are available,
the North Water Street location will be constructed.

Figurelll-7: Conceptual Elevator & Stair Towers

Washington Street Pier 6 — Along Waterfront
r. Lighting

Lighting is proposed for the Walkway over the Hudson. Industrial style light poles and
fixtures will be provided along the length of the bridge. The light fixtures will be designed
with cutoffs to minimize light spill.

s. Project Enhancements

Enhancements for the Walkway over the Hudson will include trail lighting on the bridge.
The use of solar panels to power these lights is being explored. On the bridge deck, glass
portals may be provided at specific intervalsto afford views of the bridge truss substructure
as well as down to the river. In addition, seating will be provided at strategic locations
along the length of the Walkway for pause, rest, and sightseeing opportunities. The use of
benches made of recycled materials is being examined. Periodic overlooks will be
provided for significant views and vistas. Interpretive signage will be provided along with
way finding signage and kiosks identifying trail routes, trailheads, parking locations, and
other significant regional points of interest.
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D. PROJECT COST AND SCHEDULE

1. Estimateof Probable Costs

Tablell1-3: Estimate of Probable Costs

. Rehab: Rehab:
Alternative Rehab: Icon Functional Minimal Removal Null
Demolition $ 1,500,000 $ 1500000 | $ 1,500,000 | $ 35500000 | $ 250,000
Structural Repairs $ 2500000 | $ 2500000 | $ 250000 | $ 0| $
Substructure Repair (Land Piers) $ 0| $ 0] % 0] $ 0| $
Deck $ 12688535 | $ 11444377 | $ 5997267 | $ 0| $
Railing $ 3414975 | $ 2240175 | $ 1563450 | $ 0| $
Lighting $ 731491 | $ 577472 | $ 0] $ 0] $
Elevator (s) $ 2590000 | $ 790,000 | $ 560,000 | $ 0| $
Approaches $ 185,000 | $ 150,000 | $ 95000 | $ 0| $
Trail Features $ 975639 | $ 510639 | $ 190,754 | $ 0| $
Subtotal $ 24795202 | $ 19712663 | $ 12406471 | $ 35500,000 | $ 250,000
ROW Acquisition $ 100,000 | $ 0| $ 0| $ 0| $
MPoT $ 200,000 | $ 100,000 | $ 100,000 | $ 2,100,000 | $
RR Force Account $ 300,000 | $ 200,000 | $ 200,000 | $ 400,000 | $
Survey & Stakeout $ 600,000 | $ 300,000 | $ 300,000 | $ 350,000 | $
Mobilization $ 259520 | $ 600,000 | $ 600,000 | $ 1,400,000 | $ 50,000
Contingency $ 28594722 | $ 2091266 | $ 1360647 | $ 7,850,000 | $ 300,000
Total, incl. Contingency $ 2700000 | $ 23003930 | $ 14,967,118 | $ 47,100,000 | $ 45,000
Construction Insp. & Eng. Support | $ 2590000 | $ 2000000 | $ 1700000 | $ 7065000 | $ 345,000
Total wicontingency & inspection | ¢ 3 594720 | ¢ 25003930 | $ 16,667,118 | $ 54165000 | $ 250,000
& engineering support

NOTE: 1. Completion of this project on the schedule identified above is contingent upon Walkway Over the Hudson securing
state, federal, local government, and private funding commitments necessary to initiate construction in March,
2008.
2. Null demolition costs include the removal of old railroad ties to prevent a falling hazard.

The cost estimates for the above alternatives have undergone changes since the time of the
Draft Design Report. As findings from studies were finalized, and as the design progressed
to greater detail, the cost estimates were updated accordingly. In general, the cost of each of
the three Design Options of the Rehabilitation Alternatives was reduced by a lower
contingency, applied consistently throughout (i.e., 10%). This lower contingency most
affected the Icon Design Alternative and is the primary reason for the noticed reduction in
cost for this alternative. The Functional Design Alternative, though reduced significantly by
a lower contingency did not have an overall reduction in cost. The reason is due to the fact
that some features were added in that previously did not exist. For example, the strong public
support of the project and the desire to have a full-width walkway on the approaches
motivated a decision to change the approach width from 15 feet to 24 feet. In addition, water
service on the bridge was added to the plan. These additions, along with others, offset the
reduced contingency. Consequently, the overall cost of the Functional Design Alternative
remained the same as that presented in the Draft Design Report.
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2. Schedule
Tablell1-4: Project Schedule

Task Description Start Date End Date
Preliminary Design July 2007 February 2008
Detailed Design July 2007 June 2008
SEQRA Process / Find Design Report August 2007 February 2008
Demalition Work June 2008 August 2008
Fabrication of Deck Panels May 2008 April 2009
General Construction September 2008 August 2009
Opening September 2009 September 2009
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IV.SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

A. INTRODUCTION

1. National Environmental Policy Act Classification — This project qualifies as a Class Il
Categorical Exclusion under the provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
as implemented by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) regulations, 23 CFR
771.117(d)(3). The NEPA checklist is included in Appendix F. The Federal Highway
Administration is the lead agency for NEPA coordination.

2. State Environmental Quality Review Act and Lead Agency — The New Y ork State Office of
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation is the lead agency for the project. The project is
classified as a SEQRA Type | Action per 6 NYCRR 617.4. A SEQRA Full Environmental
Assessment Form is provided in Appendix F.

B. SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

1. Social Consequences — This section discusses how implementation for the proposed action
may impact certain socially sensitive features within the study area.

a. Affected Population

The property west of the bridge is primarily residential, while the properties on the east side
of the bridge are a combination of commercial and residential. This project is not
anticipated to have any impact on the population of the area.

b. Local Planning

(1) Comprehensive Plans - The Town of Lloyd 2005 Comprehensive Plan notes that the
Hudson River shoreline is one of the Town's most significant natural resources and
considers the views to and from the Hudson River to be some of Town's most critical
visual resources. The Comprehensive Plan states that, “ Creating connections between
existing and proposed trails throughout the Town will expand recreational opportunities
and encourage alternative modes of transportation and tourism.” The Walkway Over
the Hudson is consistent with the Town of LIoyd Comprehensive Plan.

The City of Poughkeepsie most recently updated the Comprehensive Plan in November
1998. One of the goals of the Plan is the revitalization of the Hudson River Shoreline.
This goal calls for the shoreline and waterfront to be accessible to the public for
recreational and commercia uses wherever possible. The Walkway Over the Hudson
project would attract pedestrian users to the Poughkeepsie shoreline. This project is
consistent with the goals of the Poughkeepsie Comprehensive Plan.

(2) Local Waterfront Revitalization Programs - A Local Waterfront Revitalization Program
(LWRP) was approved for the Town of Lloyd in March 1995. The LWRP points out
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that the most scenic views of the Town of Lloyd waterfront are visible from the
Hudson River or the City of Poughkeepsie shoreline. The Walkway project would
provide a pedestrian friendly environment from which to view the LIoyd waterfront and
its scenic wooded bluffs. Benches on the Walkway would encourage users to sit and
take in the scenic views of both the Hudson River and the Lloyd shoreline. The New
York State Department of State (NYSDOS) Division of Coastal Resources has
reviewed the consistency of the project with all of the policies listed in the LWRP.

The LWRP for the City of Poughkeepsie was drafted by the Waterfront Advisory
Committee and adopted in 1998. The LWRP provides the City and its residents with
guidelines for existing and future land use decisions along the Hudson River
waterfront. The goal of the LWRP isto achieve a balance, permitting the beneficial use
of coastal resources while preventing loss of natural resources. The LWRP calls for the
restoration, revitalization, and redevelopment of deteriorated and underutilized
waterfront areas for commercial, cultural, recreational, and other compatible uses. The
Walkway Over The Hudson would revitalize the City of Poughkeepsie by infusing the
waterfront with recreational activities such as bike riding, walking, and jogging, and
restoring the Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge to a functioning, usable resource.

The City of Poughkeepsie LWRP was never approved by the NYSDOS. The
NYSDOS Division of Coastal Resources will therefore not review the project for
consistency with the City of Poughkeepsie LWRP. The project has, however been
reviewed for its consistency with the New York State Coastal Policies (see Section
IV.B.3.h).

(3) Transportation Plans - The Ulster County Transportation Council (UCTC) serves as the
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Town of Lloyd. The UCTC has a
Y ear 2030 Long Range Transportation Plan and a 2008-2012 five year Transportation
Improvement Plan (TIP) in place. This project is consistent with the UCTC long range
transportation plan.

The Poughkeepsie-Dutchess County Transportation Council (PDCTC) serves as the
MPO for the City of Poughkeepsiee The PDCTC has a Year 2030 Long Range
Transportation Plan. The Walkway Over the Hudson project is listed as a SAFETEA-
LU high priority project in the Draft 2008-2012 TIP. This project is consistent with the
PDCTC long range transportation plan.

The PDCTC adopted a Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan in March 1996 to identify projects
and actions to increase the number and improve the condition of bicycle and pedestrian
routes. The Walkway Over the Hudson project is consistent with this plan providing
connections to activity centersin theregion.

(4) Planned Development — Details on planned developments for the project area can be
found in Section 11.C.w.

¢. Community Character

Community character can be defined as the distinctive traits or qualities of a small social
unit, such as a neighborhood, village or town, which is located within a larger social unit.
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The character of a community is closely related to a number of factors including population
density and distribution, land use types and patterns, the physical environment (e.g.,
climate, air quality, sound levels, etc.), and aesthetic qualities. The combination of these
and other factors, such as infrastructure, contributes to the quality of life and character of a
given community.

Conversion of the area to profitable space, connection of pedestrian/bicycle transportation
facilities to a wider regional network; and improved vistas for visitors and local
pedestrians, would all contribute to a beneficial impact, making the community a safer and
friendlier home and destination for all to enjoy.

d. Changesin Travel Patterns or Accessibility

There is a 40-mile corridor, commonly referred to as the Maybrook Corridor, which has
been the subject of many studies of recent. The most notable study was the Maybrook
Multi-Modal Corridor Study (June 2002) administered by the New Y ork State Department
of Transportation. The Maybrook Corridor transverses three counties (Orange and Ulster
Counties on the west side of the Hudson River and continues into Dutchess County on the
east side of the river) and several municipal governments. The Poughkeepsie-Highland
Railroad Bridge is centrally located along the Maybrook Corridor and is the very means by
which the east and west sections of the corridor are connected. The study does make
mention of an alternate connection point for pedestrians and bicyclists over theriver: that
is, the Mid-Hudson Bridge which is the sole crossing for vehicular traffic between
Poughkeepsie and the west side. The outcome of the study was a recommendation for
reuse of the Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge as a pedestrian/bicycle crossing,
recognizing its significance as akey link in theregional bicycle/pedestrian network.

The proposed Rehabilitation Alternative, contrary to the No-Build Alternative, provides a
logical connection between the east side and west side pedestriar/bicycle networks, and
significantly enhances the experience for travelers. The Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad
Bridge, if opened for use by pedestrians and bicyclists, sits strategically within the intended
alignment of the pedestrian/bicycle networks. Without use of the Poughkeepsie-Highland
Railroad Bridge to cross the Hudson River, pedestrians must share use of the Mid-Hudson
Bridge. The Mid-Hudson Bridge has no designated bike/pedestrian lane, so bicyclists and
pedestrians must share use of the sidewalk. Trail users must leave the pedestrian only trails
and interact with vehicular traffic on city streets to get to the Mid-Hudson Bridge. Less
experienced bicyclists may be uncomfortable with this interaction and avoid using the Mid-
Hudson Bridge. In addition, to assure safety of pedestrians, bicyclists are required to walk
their bikes across the Mid-Hudson Bridge. Therefore, the Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad
Bridge becomes a vital connector, providing a seamless connection between the pedestrian
trails on the east and west side of the Hudson River. Pedestrians also benefit from the
Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge in their ability to enjoy the beautiful vistas offered
by the Hudson River through convenient and direct access. The result is an overall
enhanced experience for pedestrians and bicyclists alike.

The Walkway project will provide parking on both sides of the bridge. On the east side,
parking will be provided underneath the bridge near the proposed Washington Street
elevator between Washington and Talmadge Streets. This parking area is expected to meet
opening day needs. Coordination with the City of Poughkeepsie is ongoing to locate a
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more ideal and convenient parking location (see January 25, 2008 letter from Mayor
Tkazyik to Erik Kulleseid - Appendix G). The projected additional parking demand from
the Walkway project is not expected to disrupt traffic flow or current on-street parking
conditions.

On the west side, parking will be provided in an area to be located on the north side of
Haviland Road and on Haviland Road itsdf. The Town of Lloyd will be marking the
roadway in this area to designate a parking lane. These proposed parking areas should not
have any effect on the existing traffic patterns in this area.

e. Impacts on School Districts, Recreation Areas, Churches or Businesses

Several positive changes would be expected as a result of implementation of the
Rehabilitation Alternative:

Although no changes to school district boundaries would result from the proposed
action, local schools and colleges would have convenient access to a great historic
resource to benefit from.

Recreation areas would benefit from the proposed action through the enhancement of
riverside parks, seamless connection of the Maybrook Corridor between the east and
west sides of the river, and of course, the 1.25 mile vista platform (i.e., rehabilitated
bridge) overlooking the Hudson River, the City of Poughkeepsie and the Town of
Lloyd.

The proposed action would result in increased business from the tourism draw -
businesses such as novelty shops, restaurants and educational centers would be natural
by-products of such a proposed action.

f. Impactson Police, Fire Protection, and Ambulance

The proposed action may result in increased demand for emergency services due to the
growth expected in the immediate vicinity of the project (see Section 1V.B.2.a).
Consequently, access on the Walkway itsdlf to respond to anill or injured patron would be
provided. The project does not preclude emergency access via existing routes, but rather
expands the flexibility of mobility of emergency services: a benefit is achieved in opening
access to emergency vehicles, in that, an alternative route between Poughkeepsie and the
Town of Lloyd is provided for emergency assistance. For example, in the event that the
Mid-Hudson Bridge is congested, for whatever reason, the Poughkeepsie-Highland
Railroad Bridge would serve as an alternative crossing for emergency vehicles.

g. Impactson Highway Safety, Traffic Safety, and Overall Public Safety

The proposed project is not anticipated to impact highway safety or public safety in the
project area.

h. General Social Groups Benefited or Har med

The proposed project will not involve the acquisition of any businesses or residences. No
local minority, elderly, or low income populations will be disproportionately affected. The
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shared use facility will be available for all age groups, races, and income levels. No
impacts related to environmental justice are anticipated. The proposed parking area on the
east side beneath the bridge will require vegetation removal. Therefore, a commensurate
buffer will be created between adjacent private landowners and the parking lot.

2. Economic Consequences —
a. Impactson Regional and L ocal Economies

Public expenditures on construction projects can have direct impacts on regional and local
economies. Further, thereis a multiplier effect that occurs within the general economy for
dollars invested in a project. Due to the nature of this project, both economic and fiscal
benefits can be expected. An economic impact is identified as effect that direct, indirect,
and induced new spending or investment has on an economy’s employment, wages, and
business sales. A project’s fiscal impact is measured by the projected change to the state
and local tax jurisdictions based on the economic impact. An Economic & Fiscal Impact
Report was prepared by Camoin Associates and is located in Appendix | .

Construction of the Walkway Over the Hudson will cost approximately $25 Million.
Approximately 37% (9.25 Million) of the total construction funding is expected to be spent
on firms located in Dutchess or Ulster Counties, and the remaining 95% is likely to be
spent within New York State.

The initial economic impact of construction is compounded as contractors make purchases
from local vendors and as employees spend their wages locally. This “multiplier effect”
plays a role the total economic impact. The construction of the Walkway is estimated to
produce a total of $13.7 Million for Dutchess and Ulster Counties, and $15.3 Million in
new economic activity.

TablelV-1: One Time Economic | mpacts from Constr uction Phase

New
Region Construction Multiplier Total I mpact
Spending
Dutchess and Ul ster $9,262,572 1.48 $13,708,606
County
New Y ork State® $9,000,000 1.70 $15,300,000

NOTES: !$9 Million from private, non-NYY S sources.
Tableisreferenced from the Economic & Fiscal Impact Report by Camoin Associates

Given the historic significance, and world-renowned status (to be the World's longest
pedestrian bridge) that this structure would retain, the potential for beneficial economic
impact, both locally and statewide, is expected. This structure is anticipated to draw the
attention of tourists from around the region, including some visitors from outside New
York State. Service industries will be needed to support the tourist industry. It is
anticipated that parks, recreation, overnight accommodations and food services will be
among the primary business services sought from thelocal area.
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The 2009 projected population of the geographic area surrounding the proposed Walkway
will total 123,202 people. Assuming alocal trail usage ratio based on the Maybrook Multi-
Modal Corridor Study, it is anticipated that the trail could attract 157,699 local visits
annually. Assuming that each local visitor spends $14.44 per use, the annual spending by
local users would total $2.3 Million. However, this spending is not considered to be a new
injection into the local economy, as the residents would likely have spent this money
elsewhere in the community.

The Walkway location and scenic attributes provide the opportunity to capture a substantial
tourist market outside of the local area. An anticipated 110,000 visitors from outside
Dutchess and Ulster Counties are projected annually. The visitors from outside of
Dutchess and Ulster Counties are comprised of individuals that extend a scheduled trip to
the region, as well as those to visit the area as a direct result of the Walkway Over the
Hudson. Of the 110,000 out of town visitors, 45,000 are expected to come from outside of
New York State. It is anticipated that 70,000 will be day-trippers, and 40,000 will be
overnight travelers. A total of $14.6 Million in new annual visitor spending is anticipated
in Dutchess and Ulster Counties. This new annual income translates to $21 Million for
Dutchess and Ulster Counties when the “ multiplier effect” is considered. This would allow
for the creation of 258 new local jobs, and $7.9 Million in new wages. It would aso crate
155 new jobs elsewherein the state, and $4.8 Million in new wages.

TablelV-2: Annual Economic | mpact Summary

Dutchess and Ulster New York State
Counties
New Sales $21,066,975 $12,628,176
New Jobs 258 155
New Earnings $7,940,960 $4,760,049

NOTES: Tableisreferenced from the Economic & Fiscal Impact Report by Camoin Associates

The fiscal impacts, or increase in tax revenues, are anticipated for both local Counties and
New York State in the form of sales tax, income tax, occupancy tax, and property tax
revenues. Dutchess and Ulster Counties will receive an approximately $730,000 in
additional tax revenues due to Walkway visitors, and New York State will receive
approximately $600,000 in increased tax revenues, for a total of $1.3 Million. The
Economic & Fiscal Impact Report islocated in Appendix I .

3. Environmental Consequences — There are no significant environmental impacts. Following
aretherelevant environmental issues:

a. General Ecology & Endangered Species

The project area consists of three basic ecotypes. The majority of the project corridor
consists of the former railway bridge span over the open waters of the Hudson River. On
the eastern shore (Dutchess County), the project corridor is located within the City of
Poughkeepsie and is entirely urbanized. The USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) reports that the soils in this location consist predominantly of DxB soils
(Dutchess-Cardigan-Urban, undulating rocky) with small portions of DxC (Dutchess-
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Cardigan-Urban, rolling rock) and Ud (Udorphent, smoothed) (See Figure 1V-1).* Thearea
proposed for construction of a parking area beneath the Walkway on the east side of the
river was substantially disturbed during the original construction of the railroad bridge, and
contains second growth trees and invasive non-native species. While the parking area
construction will require removal of trees and vegetation beneath the Walkway, plans will
include restoration and landscaping in association with parking area construction.

On the western shore (Ulster County), the landscape is more rural. Most of the corridor
here is occupied by the former railway structure; however, wooded, shrubby, and open
disturbed areas do exist along the perimeter. Soilsin thislocation consist predominantly of
NBF soils (Nassau-Bath-Rocky outcrop complex, very steep) and a small portion of BOD
(Bath-Nassau-Rocky outcrop complex, hilly) inclusion (see Figure IV-2). The NRCS also
reports that trees common to both the Ulster soil types are black cherry, northern red oak,
sugar maple, and eastern white pine. These species would be most consistent with Rich
Mesophytic Forests as described by Edinger, Gregory J. e a (2002) Ecological
Communities of New York State, NYS NHP Department of Environmental Conservation,
625 Broadway, 5" Floor, Albany, NY).

FigurelV-1. Soilsat East End of Project Area

4 See http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app
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FigurelV-2: Soilsat West End of Project Area

(1) Threatened and Endangered Species

Consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act was performed through
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) website.> Documentation from this
website is provided in Appendix F. The listed species for the two counties have been
combined in Table 1V-1. No critical habitat was identified by the USFWS Critical
Habitat Portal at or near the project site in either county.

A letter dated September 7, 2007 was sent to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). To date, no reply has been
received.

5 See http://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section7.htm
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City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County &
Town of Lloyd, Ulster County, NY

TablelV-3: Federally Listed Endangered and T hr eatened Species and Candidate Species

Dutchess | Ulster
Common Name Scientific Name Status County | County
Atlantic Sturgeon Ac penser oxyrinchus Candidate X
oxyrinchus
Shortnose sturgeon Acipenser brevirostrum Endangered X X
Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus Delisted X X
Bog Turtle Clemmys muhlenbergii Threatened X X
Indiana Bat (Summer) Myotis sodalist Endangered X X
Indiana Bat (Winter) Myotis sodalist Endangered X
New England Cottontail Sylvilagus transitionalis Candidate X
Northern Wild Monkshood Aconitum noveboracense Threatened X
Smell Wh_orleq Pogonia I sotria medeol oides Threatened X
(Historic)

Correspondence from the New Y ork State Department of Environmental Conservation
(NYSDEC) Natura Heritage Program (NHP) was receved on September 24, 2007.
The letter stated that ten (10) state-listed species were potentially present within or near
the project area (Appendix F). The listed species for Dutchess and Ulster counties
have been combined in Table1V-2.

TablelV-4: StateListed Endangered and Threatened Species and Candidate Species

Dutchess | Ulster
Common Name Scientific Name Status County | County
Shortnose Sturgeon Acipenser brevirostrum Endangered X X
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus Endangered X
Virginia Snakeroot Aristolochia serpentaria Endangered X
Straw Sedge Carex straminea Endangered X
Golden Corydalis Corydalis aurea Threatened X
Velvety Bush-clover Lespedeza stuevel Threatened X
Golden Club Orontium aquaticum Threatened X
Heartleaf Plantain Plantago cordata Threatened X
Erect Knotweed Polygonum erectum Endangered X
Small-flowered Crowfoot Ranunculus micranthus Threatened X

The requirements of the listed species and the probability of them existing at or near
the project corridor are described below. This includes the property under the
Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge as well as all areas being considered for
parking facilities and for access.

i. Atlantic Sturgeon inhabits the shallow waters of the United States continental
shelf. They ascend coastal rivers to spawn. The USFWS lists this sturgeon as a
candidate species, which means that while it is not currently protected, it is being
considered for listing. Shor tnose Sturgeon inhabits the Hudson River estuary. They
prefer deep pools with soft substrates and vegetated bottoms, but individuals may
vary in preference for various water depths and substrate types. This species is
state-listed and federally-list as Endangered. The USFWS notes that both these
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sturgeons occur in the Hudson River and the principal responsibility for these
species is vested with the NMFS. The Rehabilitation Alternative is not expected to
disturb these species or their habitat as discussed under the “Poughkeepsie
Deepwater Habitat” later in this section.

ii. Dwarf Wedgemussel is listed by the USFWS as occurring in the Housatonic River
drainage basin. The portion of Housatonic basin that is present within Dutchess
County is not within the project area, but rather is located much further east,
adjacent to Connecticut. This speciesis listed as Endangered in New Y ork as well
as Endangered federally, yet the species was not listed by the NHP response |etter.
The NHP data is specific to the project area, whereas the federal data is county
wide therefore, this species would not be expected to be present in the project area.

iii. The Bald Eagle was delisted on August 8, 2007. There are no longer Endangered
Species Act requirements for the protection of this species; however, the eagle
continues to receive protection under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Eagles nest near coastlines, rivers, or lakes. They
may nest in trees, on cliffs, on rock promontories, and or on manmade structures.
The Hudson River has increasingly popular with bald eagles, especially as wintering
habitat. The NYSDEC Breeding Bird Atlas (www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7312.html)
records the sighting of Bald Eagles in 2004 in possible nesting habitat in Atlas
Block 5861A, which includes the project area. However, though the bald eagle is
listed as Threatened in New York, but the species was not listed in the NHP
response letter. The NHP data is specific to the project area, whereas the federal
data is county wide; therefore the bald eagle would not be expected to found in the
project area. Furthermore, the Rehabilitation Alternative would not include the
taking of any tall trees, and the Rehabilitation Alternative will not impair the ability
for bald eagles to access the open waters of the Hudson River in hunting for food.

iv. Peregrine Falcons nest on ledges, rocky cliffs, or on manmade structures such as
bridges and tall buildings, especially near urban areass. Ideal locations include
undisturbed areas with a wide view, near water, and close to plentiful prey. These
conditions are found on the Mid-Hudson Bridge, just downstream of the project
corridor, where Peregrine falcons have nested every year since 1996, except 2001.
The NYSDEC, in cooperation with the NY S Bridge Authority, maintains a webcam
of the nesting area (http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/34268.html). Peregrine falcons
defend the area around a nest from other Peregrine falcons, and it would not be
expected to find another nest on the Poughkeepsie Highland Railroad Bridge.® This
was confirmed by bridge inspection crews, who observed a lot of Peregrine falcon
hunting activity in the project area, but no evidence of nesting. It is therefore
concluded that the Rehabilitation Alternative will not disturb or preclude Peregrine
falcon nests, and may provide increased opportunities for observation to the public.

v. Bog Turtle is found in habitats with cool, shallow, slow-moving water, deep-soft
muck soils, and tussock-forming herbaceous vegetation. This type of wetland and
soil are not present within the project area. In addition, though Bog Turtle is listed
as Endangered in New Y ork as well as Threatened federally, but the species was not

® Telephone conversation with NY SDEC Region 3 personnel on October 16, 2007.
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Vi.

Vii.

viii.

listed in the NHP response letter. The NHP data is specific to the project ares,
whereas the federal data is county wide; therefore the Bog Turtle would not be
expected to found in the project area.

Indiana Bat winters in caves and summers in forests along river courses. In New
York, eight overwintering caves are known, one of which is located in Ulster
County. However, this species is listed as Endangered in New York as well as
Endangered federally, yet the species was not listed in the NHP response letter. The
NHP data is specific to the project area, whereas the federal data is county wide;
therefore, neither summer nor winter habitat for the Indiana Bat would be expected
to be present in the project area.

The USFWS lists New England Cottontail as a candidate species, which means
that whileit is not currently protected, it is being considered for listing. Few details
are available about its preferred habitat, but the cottontail is generally reported to be
found in young woodlands with thick cover. Areas of young woodlands with thick
cover are present in the Ulster County portion of the project area.  Since the project
corridor is narrow and consists mainly of the old railway structures, the project
corridor is not expected to represent a significant source of habitat for this species.
Since the project Rehabilitation Alternative consists of the reconstruction of an
existing structure, no impacts to this species would be expected.

Northern Wild Monkshood is found in habitats that include algific (cold air) talus
(loose rock) dlopes, partially shaded cliffs, and streemsides. The most necessary
components are high humidity and cool soil conditions. It grows on either
sandstone or limestone. The project area in Ulster County consists predominantly of
NBF soils which are not limestone or sandstone. The small portion of BOD soils are
derived from parent materials that include sandstone (as well as siltstone or shale),
but the present state of BOD soils consists of loamy till. The lowa Natural Heritage
Foundation (www.inhf.org/ecosysm.htm) states that algific talus slopes are a rare
and almost unknown ecosystem; and, that the entire world's supply of this
ecosystem consists of a few hundred tiny patches in lowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
and Illinois. Therefore, this species is not expected to be present in the project area.

Small Whorled Pogonia is found in semi-open, mixed deciduous mesic forests in
second- or third-growth successional stages. Soils are highly acidic, and many are
fragipans (naturally occurring dense, impermeable layers) on shallow-to-bedrock or
shallow-to-clay slopes, where lateral water drainage from upsiope sources occurs.
Occasionally, the orchid can be found in more calcium-rich sites, including
limestone areas in New Y ork. Mesic forests, acid soils, and fragipans do occur at the
site.  Limestone soils are not present at the project site. The USFWS lists the
occurrence of this species as historic. 1n addition, Small Whorled Pogonia is listed
as Endangered in New Y ork as well as Threatened federally, but the species was not
listed in the NHP response letter. The NHP data is specific to the project ares,
whereas the federal data is county wide, therefore this species would not be
expected to found in the project area.

Virginia Snakeroot is found in moist or dry, sloping upland woods. The species
favors southwest to southeast facing slopes and is found in association with Oak-
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Xi.

Xil.

Xiii.

XiV.

XV.

Hickory or Chestnut Oak forests. The NRCS list the trees common to the soil types
found in the Ulster portion of the project area as black cherry, northern red oak,
sugar maple, and eastern white pine, which is more consistent with Rich Mesophytic
forests than with Oak-Hickory or Chestnut Oak forests as described by Edinger,
Gregory J. e al (2002). In addition, this species was last observed in the Town of
Lloyd in 1895. Dueto the historic nature of the species, the lack of Oak-Hickory or
Chestnut Oak forests, and the fact that the narrow project corridor (approximately
100 feet) was likely completely cleared and manipulated during the construction of
the old railway, this speciesis not expected to be currently present within the project
area.

Straw Sedge is found along swamp margins and in marshes. No state or federal
wetlands have been mapped to the project area, nor have any hydric soils been
mapped to this area. The species was last observed in the Town of Lloyd in 1896.
Due to the historic nature of species, the previously disturbed nature of the railway
corridor, the lack of swamps or marshes, and the lack of hydric soilsin the areg, this
species would not expected to be present in the project area.

Golden Corydalis is found on rocky banks or sandy soils. The species was last
observed in the Town of Lloyd in 1887. The bank of the Hudson in the Town of
Lloyd within the project area currently consists of riprap. Therefore, this species
would not be expected to be found within the project area.

Heartleaf Plantain, in the Hudson Valley, is restricted to the edges of the
freshwater tidal portions of the Hudson River. It is especially found on calcareous
soils. No calcareous soils are located within the project area. In addition, the species
was last observed in the Town of Lloyd in 1887. Due to the historical nature of this
species, the previoudly disturbed character of the railway corridor, and the lack of
calcareous sails, this species would not be expected to be found within the project
area.

Erect Knotweed was last observed inthe Town of Lloyd in 1887. It isfoundin dry
disturbed aress, particularly empty lots and fields. This type of habitat is present in
the project area. Due to the historic nature of the record, this species would not
expected to be found in the project area. In order to confirm this, a qualified
botanist visited project area on November 2, 2007. All locations in the project area
that meet the criteria for habitat, that may be used for construction or construction
access were surveyed. No specimens of erect knotweed were found. It is therefore
concluded that this species is not in the project area. A copy of the botanist’s report
may found in Appendix F.

Small-flowered Crowfoot was last observed in the Town of Lloyd in 1893. It is
found growing on slopes in dry or moist rich rocky woods, open rocky woods, or
disturbed sites. This type of habitat is present in the project area. Due to the historic
nature of the record, this species would not be expected to be found in the project
area; however, the rocky woods sections will need to be canvassed in the field to
confirm the absence of this species. This species may be identified in the month of
May, at which time a qualified botanist will survey areas that meet the criteria for
habitat and that may be used for construction or construction access. If found,
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coordination with the NHP will be necessary to ensure that impacts to this species
do not occur under the Rehabilitation Alternative.

xvi. Golden club is found in swamps, pond margins, bogs, and slow-moving streams.

(2)

The species was last observed in the City of Poughkeepsie in 1896. The
Poughkeepsie portion of the project area is now entirely urban, and the described
wetland habitats are not found. Due to the historic nature of this species, the current
urban condition of the City of Poughkeepsie, and the lack of wetlands in this area,
this species would not be expected to be found within the project area.

In summary, the only species for which potential habitat exists in the project corridor is
the erect Knotweed and small-flowered crowfoot. A qualified botanist reviewed al
appropriate habitat in the project corridor for the erect knotweed, and did not find this
species. Should any habitat suitable for the Small-flowered crowfoot be required for
construction or access, a hiological survey will be conducted for this species in May
2008.

Poughkeepsie Degpwater Habitat

This stretch of the Hudson River is part of the “Poughkeepsie Deepwater Habitat,”
which has been recommended by NY SDEC and designated by the NY S Department of
State (NYSDOS) as a Significant Coastal Fish and Wildlife Habitat under New York
States Coastal Management Program. The Poughkespsie Deepwater Habitat
encompasses a 14-mile stretch of the Hudson River extending from the Villages of
West Park in Ulster County and Hyde Park in Dutchess County south to the hamlet of
Marlboro in Ulster County. It is a nearly continuous river bottom trench, from 30 feet
deep to the bottom. Most of this area has water depths of 50 feet or greater. This habitat
provides wintering habitat for the shortnose sturgeon (discussed above) and it supports
an unusual diversity of marine species. Shortnose sturgeon also use this area as a
spawning grounds. A unique feature of this habitat is that denser brackish water is
overlain by fresh water near the salt wedge, providing an environment that supports a
variety of estuarine and marine species, including Atlantic silverside (Menidia
menidia), bay anchovies (Anchoa mitchilli), bluefish (Pomatomus saltatrix), weakfish
(Cynoscion regalis) and hogchokers (Trinectes maculates).” In addition, large numbers
of striped bass (Morone saxatilis) spawn in this area along with Atlantic tomcod
(Microgdus tomcod) and white perch (Morone americana).?

A habitat impairment test must be met for any activity that is subject to consistency
review under federal and state laws, or under applicable local laws contained in the
Town of Lloyd approved Local Waterfront Revitalization Program or in the New Y ork
State Coastal Boundary (see Section 1V.B.3.h). The specific habitat impairment test
that must be met is as follows: In order to protect and preserve a significant habitat,
land and water uses or development shall not be undertaken if such actions would:

" Seer

http://www.nyswaterfronts.com/waterfront_natural narratives.asp

http://training.fws.gov/library/pubs5/web link/text/upp hud.htm

8 Letter dated April 1, 1998 from NY SDEC to NY SDOS regarding the City of Poughkeepsie LWRP.
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destroy the habitat; or,
significantly impair the viability of a habitat.

There is not work to be accomplished in the waters of the Hudson River under the
Rehabilitation Alternative as discussed in Section 1V.B.3.c. Any construction work
performed on the land surface and construction access areas will be protected with
appropriate erosion and sediment control as discussed in Section I V.B.3.c. Noneof the
construction in the Rehabilitation Alternative will ater the temperature, substrate or
salinity of theriver. To ensure that the Rehabilitation Alternative will meet the habitat
impairment test, project specifications will include the means to prevent any
construction debris from falling into the water.

b. Ground Water

Federal participation is not allowed for any project that the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (USEPA) Administrator determines may contaminate a Sole Source Aquifer Area
as designated under the authority of Section 1424(e) of the Safe Drinking Water Act of
1974. A review of USEPA mapping concludes that the project areais not located near any
Sole Source Aquifers. This project does not require further review pursuant to Section
1424(e) of the Safe Drinking Water Act.

The NYSDEC Technical and Operational Guidance Series (TOGS) 2.1.3 discusses the
identification of certain groundwater sources as “Primary Water Supply Aquifer Areas’ or
“Principal Aquifer Areas’ as part of “geographic targeting.” This “geographic targeting”
does not directly regulate such aress, but serves as a method for enhancing existing
regulatory protection (such as SPDES, Section 401 Water Quality Certification, and the
SEQRA process) in critical locations where the groundwater resource is most productive
and most vulnerable. Technical and Operational Guidance Series 2.1.3. defines “Primary
Water Supply Aquifers’ as “highly productive aquifers presently utilized as sources of
water supply by major municipal water supply systems.” It defines “Principal Aquifers’ as
“aguifers known to be highly productive or whaose geology suggests an abundant and high
quality potential water supply, but which are not intensively used as sources of water
supply by major municipal systems at the present time.” Information sent by the NYSDEC
dated October 18, 2007 date that according to their records, there are no primary aquifers
within the project area.

c. Surface Water

The main surface water in the project area is the Hudson River. The river is a Class A
water. The best usages of a Class A stream, as defined in 6 NYCRR Part 701.6, are as a
water supply source for drinking, culinary or food processing purposes; primary and
secondary contact recreation; and fishing. The waters shall also be suitable for fish
propagation and survival. Both the City of Poughkeepsie and the Highland Water District
are served by water from the Hudson River. Class A waters are protected under 6 NYCRR
Part 608, Protection of Waters.

On the east side of the Hudson River, the bridge is elevated through the City of
Poughkeepsie. There are no named streams in the immediate area of the bridge. Surface
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water in the vicinity of the bridge primarily runs off into closed drainage systems. On the
west side of the river, the bridge is elevated through a steep forested area in the Town of
Lloyd. There is one unnamed tributary to the Hudson River flowing under the bridge just
north of Ransom Road. This stream is classified as a Class C water. The best usage of
Class C waters is fishing. Class C waters are not protected under 6 NYCRR Part 608,
Protection of Waters (see FigureV-3).

None of the water bodies located within the project area is designated as wild, scenic, or
recreational riversin the State or Federal programs. Therefore, permits or variances under
the Federal Wild, Scenic, and Recreational Rivers Act and State regulations (6 NYCRR
Part 666) are not required as part of this project.

Most of the construction for the Rehabilitation Alternative will occur on the bridge deck
over the surface waters. During construction, containment techniques will be utilized to
assure that contaminants and debris does not fall from the bridge deck into any of the
surface waters described above.

The Rehahilitation Alternative does not include any work in the Hudson River. Repairs to
the bridge piers to fill void areas found in Piers 2 and 3 (see Appendix B) will be
accomplished in the future and will not be included in this project.’

No construction work is anticipated near the unnamed stream under the west side of the
bridge. Removal of existing debris, including old utility tower structures may be
accomplished without impacting that stream. Erosion and Sediment control will be
provided in areas where access is required for equipment to prevent sediment and potential
contaminants from entering the unnamed tributary or the Hudson River.

Under the Rehabilitation Alternative, construction under the east side of the bridge would
be limited to an eevator and stairs just west of Washington Street, and a parking under the
bridge between Talmadge Street and Washington Street (see Section 111.C.2.d.).
Appropriate erosion and sediment control will be provided at these sites to prevent
sediment and contaminants from entering the Hudson River. The location of additional
parking on the east side of the Walkway is ongoing with the City of Poughkeepsie Mayor’s
Office.

Coverage under the NYSDEC State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES)
General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activities (GP-0-08-001) is
required for any construction project that disturbs more than 1 acre of land.*® Construction
of the Rehabilitation Alternative is anticipated to disturb more than 1 acre for parking and
mai ntenance areas, SO coverage under this permit is anticipated. As such, a Stormwater

® This work would involve sealing the outer surface of the work area by installing formwork or grout bags around
upper portion of the pier. It would not be necessary to install cofferdams into the bottom of the river. After
dewatering, the void areas would then be pumped full with concrete. The formwork or grout bags would prevent
direct contact of the concrete with the waters of the Hudson River. All permits required for this work would be
acquired at thetime of the repair.

191t js assumed that regulations for this permit will be in effect by the time of construction.
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FigurelV-3: Surface Watersin the Project Area*

*(Source: http://www.nysgis.state.ny.us/gateway/mg/index.html)
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Pollution Prevention Plan would be prepared that would include appropriate erosion and
sediment control techniques will be provided for any construction conducted on land aress,
and permanent stormwater quality measures implemented as appropriate for the given site.

d. State Wetlands

There are no NYSDEC freshwater wetlands mapped within 100 feet of the project area
There are no NYSDEC tidal wetlands mapped within 300 feet of the project area
Therefore no permits would be required under Articles 24 or 25 of the Environmental
Conservation Law.

e. Federal Jurisdictional Wetlands

Soils in the project area are discussed in Section 1V.B.3.a, General Ecology and
Endangered Species. None of the mapped soils in the project area are classified as hydric
soils. National Wetland Inventory maps for the project area were reviewed. There were no
mapped wetlands shown on these maps. In a site visit on September 26, 2007 the unnamed
tributary on the west side of the bridge was observed where it crosses under the bridge just
west of Ransom Road. The grade of the stream flattens in the vicinity of a bridge pier at
this location. This area, covering approximately 2,000 to 3,000 square feet, includes
wetland vegetation, and is likely a federal wetland area. The area was not delineated but it
may be assumed that this area is a small federal wetland. Under the Rehabilitation
Alternative, there are no improvements planned for this pier. During final design, plans will
include fencing around this area to ensure that it is avoided by construction equipment.

f. Flood Plains

It is necessary to consider and evaluate any significant flood plain encroachments in
accordance with the provisions of Executive Order 11988, Flood Plain Management, as
implemented in 23 CFR 650 Subpart A, Location and Hydraulic Design of Encroachments
on Flood Plains and 6 NYCRR 502, Flood Plain Management Criteria for State Projects.
The 100-year flood plains for the Hudson River within the project area have been identified
using the following Flood Insurance Rate Maps:

City of Poughkeepsie Community Panel Number 360222 000 1 B effective January 5,
1984

Town of Lloyd, Community Panel Number 361012 0012 D effective July 5, 2000.

On both sides of the Hudson River, the flood plain area is shown as a small strip along the
edge of theriver. The railroad bridge spans the flood plain of the Hudson River. None of
the work in the Rehabilitation Alternative would place any fill within the flood plain areas
and there would therefore be no encroachments to eval uate.

February 22, 2008 PageIV-17



Poughkeepsie Highland Railroad Bridge City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County &
Over The Hudson River Town of Lloyd, Ulster County, NY
Final Design Report and Environmental Assessment

g. Navigable Waterways

The Hudson River is considered a navigable waterway by the U. S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) and by U.S. Coast Guard (USCG). Since the Hudson River is
navigable, Sections 9 and 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 apply to work
performed above and in the river respectively. A “U. S. Coast Guard Jurisdiction
Checklist” has been completed and is included in Appendix F. The Rehabilitation
Alternative is considered a Bridge Rehabilitation Project. It will not include any changein
horizontal or vertical clearance. As noted in the form, a Section 9 permit should not be
required from the USCG, but coordination will be required in the performance of work on
the project.

Section 10 (33 U.S.C. 403) covers construction, excavation, or deposition of materialsin,
over, or under such waters, or any work which would affect the course, location, condition,
or capacity of those waters. 1nquiry was made of the USACE New Y ork District regarding
applicability of Section 10 to the proposed project. It was determined that since no work is
proposed in the water, but over the water only, a Section 10 permit (nationwide or
individual) would not be required.™

h. Coastal Zone M anagement

The NYSDOS has authority from State and Federal legislation to insure that State and
Federal government activities along the coasts and waterways of New York State are
consistent with NYS Coastal Policies and any approved Local Waterfront Revitalization
Program (LWRP). The project area is located in the Hudson River Region in mapping
published by the NYSDOS website.” The Poughkeepsie (North) map shows that the
Landward Coastal Boundary line on the east side of the river follows along NY S Route 9
(Washington Street), which is the eastern terminus of the bridge. The Landward Coastal
Boundary on the west side of the river follows along NY S Route 9W, which is to the west
of the project western terminus. The entire project area is therefore in the coastal zone (see
Figure 1V-4). On the east side of theriver, the area from Washington Street to theriver is
included in the City of Poughkeepsie Local Waterfront Revitalization Program, which was
adopted in 1999."* On the west side of the river, the area from Route 9W to the river is
included in the Town of Lloyd Local Waterfront Revitalization Program which was
adopted by the Town, approved by the NY SDOS and concurred with by the U.S. Office of
Ocean and Coastal Resource Management in 1995.

Because of the involvement of the NYS Office of Parks Recreation and Historic
Preservation as the lead agency under the SEQRA, it must be determined that the project is
consistent with the Town of Lloyd Local Waterfront Revitalization Program and with the
New York State Coastal Policies. A consistency review is also required where state or
federal permits are required for the project.

The portion of the Hudson River in the project area includes the “ Poughkeepsie Deepwater
Habitat, which is Significant Coastal Fish and Wildlife Habitat. A “habitat impairment

1 Telephone conversation with representatives of USACE, New York District, on January 15, 2008.
12 http://nyswaterfronts.com/maps lakes central1.asp
13 The City of Poughkeepsie LWRP was not approved by the NY SDOS.
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test” must be met for any activity that is subject to consistency review under federal and
statelaws. A discussion of how the Rehabilitation Alternative meets this test isincluded in
Section 1V.B.3.a. The project area aso includes the Esopus-Lloyd Scenic Area of
Statewide Significance (see Section 11.C.1.u.). The Rehabilitation Alternative would not
affect or impair the scenic quality of the SASS as discussed in Section 1V.B.3.p.

The NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation as lead agency under
SEQR conducted a coastal consistency review for this project. This review addressed both
the statewide coastal policies as well as the applicable policies within the Town of Lloyd's
LWRP. Based on that review the agency determined that the project would be consistent
with state and local coastal management program policies. This determination was
forwarded to both the New York Department of State, the Town of Lloyd, and the City of
Poughkeepsie for their review and each have concurred with this determination. A
completed Coastal Consistency Form (CAF), Supplemental Information to the CAF and
OPRHP's certification of consistency are located in Appendix F.

i. Historic Resources

The Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. The National Park Service listing date is February 23, 1979. In a letter dated
January 25, 2008, the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, which
serves as the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) for the consultation process under
Section 106 of the Historic Preservation Act, stated the opinion that the proposed project
will have No Adverse Effect on the Poughkeepsie Railroad Bridge with the condition that
project details, including railings, decking, lighting, vertical access, eectrical service, water
service, etc. will be developed in consultation with the SHPO.

Projects funded by the FHWA that use land from any historic site of national, state, or local
significance are subject to 49 USC 303 of the U. S. Department of Transportation Act,
commonly referred to as 4(f). However, 23 CFR 771.135(f) states that “The
Administration may determine that section 4(f) requirements to not apply to restoration,
rehabilitation, or maintenance of transportation facilities that are on or eligible for the
National Register when: (1) Such work will not adversely affect the historic qualities of the
facility that caused it to be on or digible for the National Register, and (2) the SHPO and
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) have been consulted and have not
objected to the Administration finding in paragraph(f)(1) of this section.” In the January
25, 2008 letter, the SHPO recommend “that the Federal Highway Administration determine
that Section 4(f) requirements do not apply to the “Walkway Over the Hudson” in
accordance with 23 CFR 771.135(f) because of our opinion that the proposed project will
not adversely affect the historic qualities of the structure that caused it to be listed on the
National Register.”

j.- Parks

There are no parks or recreational areas located at the project site. The nearest park on the
west side of the river includes the Town of Lloyd Johnson-lorio Memorial Park. Nearby
parks on the east side of the river include the Victor C. Waryas Park, Dongan Place and
Pulaski Park. Under the Rehabilitation Alternative, the NY S Office of Parks, Recreation
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FigurelV-4: NYS Coastal Zone Mapping for Project Area*

*(Source. http:/TWww.nySwater fronts.com/maps.asp)
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and Historic Preservation will assume responsibility for administering public use of the
Walkway Over the Hudson, including staffing, operating costs, and maintaining the trail
features and associated public facilities. Ownership of the bridge structure will be
transferred to an appropriate New York State entity (not yet determined) which will be
responsible for maintaining the bridge deck, steel superstructure, piers, and substructure. A
Section 4(f) Evaluation is therefore not required with regard to parkland and there will be
no involvement with Section 6(f) of the U. S. Land and Water Conservation Fund Act.

k. Hazardous Waste/Contaminated M aterial

A hazardous waste-contaminated materials screening was conducted of the project corridor.
The screening was conducted in general accordance with NYSDOT environmental
procedures. The screening included review of available environmental databases, review of
Sanborn® Fire Insurance Maps, site reconnaissance/walk-over and sampling/analysis for
lead and asbestos. Details regarding the screening are included in a Technical Report,
located in Appendix F.

Regulatory database searches were conducted of the project area and included ASTM E
1527-05 listed environmental databases, limited to a 0.25-mile radius around the project
alignment. This review was supplemented where applicabl e with a search using the Federal
U.S. EPA Evirofacts web-based databases and the October 2007 NYSDEC Spills Event
and Waste web-based databases. A site reconnaissance and walk-over was conducted on
October 8, 2007 through October 10, 2007. During the site walkover apparent evidence of
dumping and debris was observed. Visible evidence of stained, discolored or distressed
vegetation; stained soils; seepage; or recently disturbed soils were observed at the time of
the sitewalk over. Details regarding these observations are included in a Technical Report,
located in Appendix F.

Accessible portions of the bridge were inspected for the presence of hazardous materials.
Substances included the presence of lead and anti-decay products in the railroad ties
(creosol and semi volatile compounds). The following materials were confirmed as lead
based paint (>0.5% by weight) through analytical testing.

Bridge Paint West —10.2% lead

Bridge Paint Middle— 9.8% lead

Bridge Paint , L36 Bottom Cord — 8.51% lead
Bridge Paint East — 8.96% lead

Two wire/cables located under the west side of the bridge, between Ransom Road and the
river, in the area of Pier 9, was abserved hanging from the structure. The larger wire
appeared to be oil-soaked and was sampled for the possible presence of Polychlorinated
biphenyls (PCBs). No PCB’swere detected. Miscellaneous debris was observed below the
bridge structure on both sides of the river. During the site walkover there was no visible
evidence of petroleum or chemical storage tanks, fill ports or vent pipes observed on the
walkway property. Utilities within the area of the project included typical pole mounted
utilities. Also found were signs indicating buried utilities within close proximity to the
walkway property.
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Grease Paint is located on the bridge structure' s east approach truss spans and was sampled
for analysis. The grease paint sample was submitted to an environmental laboratory for
analysis of PCB’s. No PCB’s were detected. The grease paint must be handled and
disposed of properly taking into account that the associated paint that it is attached to
contains lead based paint and asbestos.

The database screening resulted in the identification of three sites of concern in the study
corridor. The first is the Washington Street Sunoco Station located at 128 Washington
Street, which abuts the project site on the north side at the eastern limit of the project area.
The station is listed in the database report indicating the presence of underground storage
tanks at the site and includes NYSDEC Spill #9800975. The database listing indicates the
cleanup of soils at the sitein 1998. No closure date for the spill was listed in the database
report and the spill is assumed to still be open. Further investigation/testing is
recommended for any construction that may take place below the bridge in the vicinity of
this site.

A Freedom of Information Letter was sent to the NYSDEC for information regarding the
above site. The NYSDEC responded by letter which included the sites NYSDEC Spill
Report Form, Inspection Forms, Petroleum Bulk Storage information, Notices of Violations
and an Order on Consent. The Spill Report Form indicated that the spill file was last
updated August 11, 2004 but there remains no closure date to the Spill Report for this site.
The Order on Concent addresses the violations at the station for failing to maintain spill
prevention equipment, failing to maintain leak detection and failing to maintain stage |
vapor recovery.

The second site of concern is a filling station identified on the Sanborn® maps located
south of the railroad bridge and west of Washington Street. It is the current Foreign Car
Specialists repair shop located at 124 Washington Street. Further investigation/testing is
recommended for any construction that may take place below the bridge in the vicinity of
this site.

A freedom of information letter was sent to the NYSDEC for information regarding this
site. There was no information forwarded regarding the Foreign Car Specialists repair
shop.

As an additional source, a freedom of information letter was sent to the Poughkeepsie Fire
Department. A response from the fire department indicated that there is no record of an
above/underground tank removal or installation for the 124 Washington Street site.

Thethird site of concern is a listing for the Poughkeepsie Gas Wor ks (Central Hudson)—
North Water Street Manufactured Gas Plant (MGP) coal tar site. The database report
indicated that the location is included in the listing as a former MGP. It is not unusual for
coal tar and other MGP wastes to migrate in the subsurface. Further investigation/testing is
recommended for any construction that may take place below the bridge near this site.

A freedom of information letter was sent to the NYSDEC for information regarding the
above referenced site. There has been no information forwarded regarding the Central
Hudson Gas & Electric or Poughkeepsie Gas Works property.
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Screening of subsurface soils or for the potential of subsurface impacts in the areas of
adjoining properties may be addressed initially during the geotechnical boring program.
Depending on boring locations, findings during this phase of walkway evaluation should be
ableto identify potential concerns from the adjoining properties.

The potential for bridge material to have fallen to the ground below the bridge exists. This
debris has the potential to elevate the levels of lead and other contaminants in the soils
below the bridge. The evaluation of these soils should be taken into account prior to the
devel opment of the area below.

Sediments in the Hudson River bed are known to contain PCB’s. Remedial activities are
proposed and ongoing at various sections of the river under the jurisdiction of the
NYSDEC and the EPA. Rehahilitation and construction of the walkway trail on the bridge
surface do not anticipate the disturbance of river sediments. All proposed bridge
rehabilitation and construction work is anticipated to be well above the waters surface at
thistime.

. Asbestos

The potential for encountering Asbestos Containing Materials (ACM) was assessed during
the October 2007 site visit. Accessible materials were evaluated and a Limited Asbestos
Containing Materiadls Survey Report dated January 22, 2008 (see Appendix F) was
completed. The following materials were collected from the bridge and submitted for
analysis:

Tars on Surfaces

Rail Plate Insulator Pads
Deck and Structure Paints
Sealants/Caulk
Wireg/Cable Jackets

Thefollowing materials tested positive for asbestos (>1% by weight).

Sedlant — steel bridge foot to concrete or stonepier.

0 West end of Bridge - 7% Chrysotile

0 East end of the Bridge— 26% Chrysotile

Bridge Paint West End — 3% Actinolite/ Tremolite

Tar on Railroad Ties, Middle of Bridge— 19% Chrysotile
Tar on Railroad Ties, West end of Bridge — 26% Chrysotile
Tar on Wood Railing Base — 18% Chrysotile

Asbestos abatement procedures will need to be coordinated in removing these materials
from the bridge.

The potential for bridge material to have fallen to the ground below the bridge exists. This
debris has the potential to elevate the levels of ACM’s and other contaminants in the soils
below the bridge. The evaluation of these soils should be taken into account prior to the
development of the area below.
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m. Air Quality

An air quality analysis is not necessary since this project will not increase traffic volumes,
reduce source-receptor distances or change other existing conditions to such a degree as to
jeopardize attainment of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards.

n. Noise

The project does not qualify as a Type | project under 23 CFR 772 and a noise study was
therefore not performed.

0. Energy

The proposed project will not significantly affect: energy consumption in the project area
during and after construction; there will be no increase in vehicle miles of travel (VMT);
no additional vehicle trips; and no change in land use devel opment patterns, travel patterns
or vehicle operating speeds. Therefore an energy analysisis not required.

p. Farmlands

The Rehabilitation Alternative would not involve the acquisition of any undeveloped
property. There is therefore no further review required under the Federal Farmland
Protection Act. The east side of the Rehabilitation Alternative is located in an urban area,
and there are no Agricultural Districts in the vicinity of the project. On the west side, there
are no Agricultural Districts in the vicinity of the project. Furthermore, thereis no property
acquisition anticipated from private landowners for the Rehabilitation Alternative.
Therefore there is no further review required under Article 25-AA of the New York State
Agricultural and Markets Law Section 305(4).

g. Visual Impact

No significant visual impacts are expected from this project. Due to the expansive viewing
distances to the bridge from either the river or the shorelines, and from the limited and/or
restricted views of the bridge from land, there will be no perceptible change to the bridge
structure. The changein railing type and the addition of light poles will be avery minor, if
perceptible, change to the current bridge. In addition, close views of the bridge are
generally from the base of the bridge which affords views largely of the underside. If
visble at all, new elements on the surface of the bridge will have varying degrees of
visibility and will not be significant.
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r. Permitsand Approvals
Thefollowing permits will be abtained prior to contract advertisement:
(1) NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Construction
Activities (GP-0-08-001). Thisis needed because construction activities are expected

to disturb more than one acre of soil.

(2) Permits from CSX Transportation, Amtrak and Metro-North Railroads are required
because the project will involve work over these railroads.

(3) Easement from Central Hudson Electric and Gas. This will be required for access to
the project on the west side from Haviland Road.

(4) Possible City of Poughkeepsie permits may be needed for parking areas/access to the
project on the east side.

(5) Possible Town of Lloyd permits may be needed for parking areas/access to the
project on the west side.

(6) NYSDOT Highway Work Permit. This permit will be required because the project
will involve work over State roadways as identified in Section 11.C.1.f.
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V. PROJECT COORDINATION

The Walkway Over the Hudson has performed various public outreach activities since 1995. These
events included information tables at public events, newspaper articles in the New York Times and
Poughkeepsie Journal, and half-hour informational television session on local public and cable stations.
The Walkway Over the Hudson has also maintained their website to help keep the public informed of the
status of the project.

Many agencies, both public and private, have been involved with this project. These involved agencies
included the Walkway Over the Hudson, Dyson Foundation, NYS Department of Transportation, NYS
Bridge Authority, National Parks Service, Department of State, and the NY S Office of Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation. Coordination amongst all of these agencies has been critical to the progression
of the project.

The following is a listing of pertinent project correspondence with federal, state and local agencies and
the public. This correspondence summarizes the coordination process and the key issues and pertinent
information received from the public and government agencies. A copy of each of the project
correspondence listed bel ow can be found in Appendix G.

TableV-1: Project Coordination

Date From To Subj ect
September 26, . . .
2007 Brainstorming Session

NY S Department of :
October 18, 2007 | Environmental Bergmann Associates NYS Natural Heritage

Information

Conservation

October 21, 2007 | US Fish & Wildlife Service | Bergmann Associates | L reatenedand

Endangered Species

NY S Office of Parks, Representatives of

November 12, Recreation, and Historic Involved/I nterested Leaq Aggncy

2007 : ) Designation
Preservation Agencies

January 9, 2008 Public Information

Meeting

January 25, 2008

City of Poughkeepsie,
Mayor’s Office

NY S Office of Parks,
Recreation, and Historic
Preservation

Parking in the City of
Poughkeepsie

January 25, 2008

NY S Office of Parks,
Recreation, and Historic
Preservation - Historic
Preservation Field Services
Bureau

Bergmann Associates

Historic Structures,
Park Services

February 15, 2008

Town of Lloyd Supervisor

Bergmann Associates

Parking in the Town of
Lloyd

February 19, 2008

Town of Lloyd Supervisor

Bergmann Associates

Local Waterfront
Reviatlization Plan
Consistency
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Table V-2: Public Comments and Responses

Comment
Number

Comment

Response

1

Happy that this project is becoming aredlity.

Thank you for the support.

Therust looks very bad where the steel meets the rock
when you pass under the bridge by boat. Will this
project do any painting of the steel on the bridge or
will it remain rugt colored?

The bridge will not be painted as part of
this project.

What happened to the money donated for planks
through Bill Sepe?

The money donated for the bridge planks
was been used for preliminary bridge
studies. The Walkway Over the Hudson
hasarecord of the contributorsand isin
the process of listing these donors on its
website at www.walkway.org. Additional
means of acknowledging these donors for
their foresight and support are being
discussed.

Seemsto mea"provision” for light rail use. A single
line Shuttle perhaps. A longer useful season. Parking
for users? Fence not to obstruct cameras. A beautiful
bridge at Senasqua Rd., Croton, has 1 inch grid chain-
no way to shoot through it. Police call boxes. Colored
lights please. Expand "park" like grounds at each end.

The Walkway Over the Hudson will be
used for pedestrian and bicycle purposes.

Details of the Walkway operationa plan
have not been findized. The seasonal
usage of the bridge has not yet been
decided.

Therewill be no fencing located along the
main span of the bridge. A 4’ 6”
pedestrian hand rail will be provided.
Suicide prevention call boxeswill be
located on the bridge. These phones
provide a direct connection to local police.

The lighting plan for the Walkway
includes the use of only standard white
lighting at thistime. Lighting will be
provided only to allow safe crossing of the
bridge at night, while minimizing light
pollution to the surrounding community.

The Walkway Over the Hudson Project
will belimited to the Highland-
Poughkeepsie Railroad Bridge. Thetrall
will remain on the exiging rail bed, with
access provided to the Franny Reese
Memoria Park.

Will peopleredly ride bikesin that wind?

The biking community has shown
immense support for this project.

Phones & other measures that have been taken
elsewhere |.e. Mid-Hudson to reduce/ prevent suicide
activity

Suicide prevention call boxeswill be
located on the bridge. These phones
provide a direct connection to local police.
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Comment Comment Response
Number =P
Nofirst aid station is planned at thistime.
Two call boxeswill be located on the
L . bridge. These phones provide a direct
7 First aid station connection to local police. Emergency
vehicles will have access to the Walkway
if necessary.
. . . The deck of the Walkway will be
S(_)methlng greeni.e. tdl_gram_thm dowel_l in strong constructed of prefabric?tled conarete
8 wind. Without greenery it feelslike something is o
missing panels. Thereareno provisions for
planters on the deck at thistime.
Initially, portable restrooms will be
available. New York State Parks plansto
9 Must have restrooms, not a johnny on the spot. construct permanent restroom facilities
that will be either conventiona or
composting.
: The Walkway Over the Hudson will
No alcohol. That would be amess. Sdlling acohol become a NgN York State Park and will
10 encourages drinking which isa danger. Littering of follow New York State Parks rules and
bottles would also be a risk. orow | : u
regulations regarding alcohol.
11 Nice presentations- sounds pleasurable. Thank you for the support.
Long term plans should include the possibility of Details of the Wakway operationa plan
12 people using the bridge during the winter months by have not been finaized. The seasonal
enclosing it. This would make the area a magnet for usage and snow removal plan have not yet
tourigts in the winter aswell asin the summer. been decided.
Economic benefits are projected for the
area surrounding the Walkway as found in
the Economic and Fiscal Impact Report.
The city of Poughkeepsie would benefit from the The project will be funded by State
13 increased tourism (as would Dutchess County) dueto | funding, as well as private donations. Both
the bridge. They may also be able to help fund the Dutchess County and the City of
project. Poughkeepsie fully support the
devel opment of the Wakway Over the
Hudson. They have each offered valuable
input on the on the project.
Thereareno plansfor a privacy screen at
| live next to the bridge on the west approach. Assuch | thistime. Security cameras will be located
14 | am concerned about privacy. Taler fencing/ privacy | on the Walkway. Officerswill patrol the
screen should be put up to maintain privacy of those areaasnecessary. The design team will
living next to the structure. meet with local residentsto addresstheir
concerns.
Definitely do the glass panels. | would urge you to do
5 whatever parts of the "icon” plan would beneeded to | 146 will beincluded in the fina
avoid throwing away materials or re-working portions desian of the Wal kw
if you (actualy we) want to upgradeto "icon" in the 9 Y.
future.
16 Sounds great, lets get started on it! Thank you for the support.
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Comment Comment Response
Number =P

All my lifel have had a strong affection for the

Poughkeepsie Railroad Bridge. My main interest is

17 that it be preserved. Wakway Over the Hudson seems | Thank you for the support.
to be a great way to preserve and enhance the bridge. |
am happy to support the effort.

Thisisagreat endeavor and | have been following this
story for quite sometime. It was not until this summer
when my son and | ventured across the Mid-Hudson

18 Bridgeit really peaked my interests. What agreat way | Thank you for the support.
to recycle one of the great structures of the world. The
economic possihilitiesare endless. | will do my best to
spread the word about this great idea & venture.

19 I'm absolutely thrilled that this dream is becoming real. | Thank you for the support.

Details of the Wakway operationa plan
have not been findized. The seasonal
I'm wondering about snow removal plans. It would be | usage and snow removal plan have not yet
niceif at least 1/3 of the bridge could keep its snow been decided.

20 cover for benefit of cross country skiers. Also, their
should be receptacles at both ends of the bridge for A “carry in, carry out” palicy will be
recycling and trash. encouraged. However, trash receptacles

will be located at each end of the bridge
for convenience.
Y ou have to anticipate possibility of suicides. Please Therewill be no fencing located along the
don't try to prevent this by high fences. But having a main span of the bridge. A 4’ 6”

21 sign similar to that of on the Mid-Hudson Bridge pedestrian hand rail will be provided.
giving a number to call if you are depressed & perhaps | Suicide prevention call boxes will be
some leaflets avail able at the entrances would be a located on the bridge. These phones
good preventing measure. provide a direct connection to local police.

Parking near the Washington Street
elevator will be provided under the
Parker and Washin_gton St's ilntersgct soit sounds like \.II_V alalng\vdzye' gtertévete? 'I\'/xff;: g\?ta?gr?l/qvﬁl be
the same access point. If they're going to access it from ADA ble aswell asa stairw
. . access ay
oo | there thereis spaceright up the street (Parker) tomake | o i nie ™ additional parking in the Cit
: y
aparking lot if they choose. | don't see how people f Pouahkeensie is beina coordinated with
could access it from theriver front, unless they're Ol TOLgKeEpSI© g :
installing elevators, no oneis climbing al those stairs. the Mayor's Office. An elevator is
' planned for the vicinity of the Children’s
Museum when future funding becomes
available.
Thereareno plansfor a privacy screen at
thistime. Security cameras will be located
Just what all the home ownersneed in thisarea. on the Walkway. Officerswill patrol the
Strangers walking through their backyard, with the areaas necessary. The design team will
23 occasional bottle or rock being tossed off the walkway. | meet with local residentsto addresstheir

Unless you own a home near the bridge you can not
imagine the negative impact this project is going to
have on their properties and quality of life. Right

concerns.

The design team is currently looking into
the cost of additional vandal fencing at this
time.
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Comment Comment Response
Number =P
Parking near the Washington Street
elevator will be provided under the
Walkway, between Washington and
Talmadge Streets. This eevator will be
ADA accessible aswedll asastairway
available. Additional parking in the City
of Poughkeepsieis being coordinated with
24 Take public transportation to the access points on the Mayor’s Office. An elevator is
Parker and Washington Streets. Dream on. planned for the vicinity of the Children’s
Museum when future funding becomes
available. The City of Poughkeepsig, in
conjunction with the design team, will
continue to work with the City’ s public
transportation authority to provide
transportation between the train station and
the Washington Street access point.
Parking near the Washington Street
elevator will be provided under the
Walkway, between Washington and
Talmadge Streets. This elevator will be
ADA accessible aswell asastairway
If you noticed on the draft plan there were more than available. Additiond parking in the City
one access point on the east side of the bridge. There of Poughkeepsieis being coordinated with
o5 was another near Parker Ave. dso. Poughkeepsiedoes | the Mayor’s Office. The City of
have public transportation and I'm sure there will be Poughkeepsie, in conjunction with the
accommodation's made to make a stop at the design team, will continue to work with
Washington |ocation. the City' s public transportation authority to
provide trangportation between the train
station and the Washington Street access
point. Andevator isplanned for the
vicinity of the Children’s Museum when
future funding becomes available.
Rusting hulk...hmmmm | guessit would be better to
pay someone 50 million to takeit down. Or better till . )
let it fall down and create much morein litigation than gg;Ewnomlc & F'S.qu Impact Report ha;
. . completed and isincludein Appendix
to try and do something and attract some regional [ M t by local users is ot
incometo thisarea. | think we all saw what happened | .° | 32dey spent by 1oce benefi hi
26 when thisregion placed all it's eggsinto one the IBM Included asan economic benefit, asthis
basket. The bridge iswithin walking distancetothe | 1o€Y would likely be spent elsewherein
; . 9 xing heregion. Vistorsfrom outside Dutchess
train station and as the presentation showed most of thereg : e
: S . and Ulster Counties would be bringing
the revenue will come from visitors from outside the new revenues to the region
area. A host of people and businesss will benefit and '
they too are tax payers.
It's wonderful to see adream come true-l was an active
member and | can no longer drive at night. Every time
| cross the Mid-Hudson Bridge, and seethe bridge-it's
awesome. My daughter livesin Hyde Park so | get to
21 see that great view and seeit future. | worked with Thank you for the support.
Bill Sepefor awhile. | appreciateall theinfo | get by
mail and | enjoyed the book Bridging the Hudson by
Carleton Mabee.
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| want to see a connection to therail trail which dead In Highland, a connecting trail isin the
endsin Highland and connection in Poughkeepsie to planning stages along the CSX rail bed
the new rail trail in Dutchess County. Will there be between Haviland Road and Commercid
tolls charged? Will there be time limitations and Avenue. Thissection of trail is expected
seasonal limitations? The Adirondack Mt. Clubis to be open for usein time for the Walkway
28 looking forward to this spectacular loop walk. Cross Over the Hudson opening. In
Mid-Hudson Bridge and then up over RR Bridge and Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County is
back to my car or vice versa. To show thison a currently in negotiations to purchase the
detailed map as | am hazy about the connection onthe | 1.3 miles of CSX rail bed that would
Poughkeepsie side. Also the Bird Club will take connect the Walkway to the Dutchess
advantage of theriver views. County Trail system at Morgan Lake.
| believe completing the walkway will be a great asset
to the Mid-Hudson Valley. It will attract tourists and
29 be a boom to the area. I?i/s awonderful way to Thank you for the support.
experience the beauty of theriver.
1. Thiswill well servethe arearesidents. 2. It will,
with the historic estates, colleges and museums make
30 the areaatourist destination. 3. It isawelcome Thank you for the support.
change in the use of public funds. 4. 1t will be a boost
for the state, showing it can get good things done.
The presentation is the best and most complete of any
public hearing | have ever attended. My 20 year career
involved many public hearings involving major
31 financial issues, and the Walkway hearing justified the | Thank you for the support.
entire project and public benefit. You areto be
congratulated. | look forward to more events, and the
chance to walk over the walkway.
Access from Highland will be provided via
Wewould like to hear more about plans for access to an at-grade/walk-on access point. A
32 the Walkway from the west (Highland Ulster Co.) side | parking lot will be provided at this
of theriver. location, aswell asastriped on-street
parking lane.
| think the bridge should have structure illuminating | SOt handrall and post lighting are being
33 | lighting not just handrail lighting. If it isa tradeoff explored & thistime. 'Y our suggestion will
i R ) be taken into consideration during the
iminate the handrail lighting. decis
lecision process.
34 Thisisagreat idea Thank you for the support.
Parking near the Washington Street
elevator will be provided under the
Walkway, between Washington and
If thereisto be only one elevator access on the east Talmadge Streets. This elevator will be
side, | believe that it should be near theriver (e.g. ADA accessible aswedll asastairway
35 Water St.) not Washington Street. Theriver will be a available. Additiona parking in the City

focal point for visitors, and | believe that thisiswhere
the access to the bridge should be.

of Poughkeepsieis being coordinated with
the Mayor’s Office. An elevator is
planned for the vicinity of the Children’s
Museum when future funding becomes
available.
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| was surprised to see that an access point on
Washington Street in Poughkeepsieis part of the plan.
Apparently, no one has thought about where
(according the article) the "267,700 visitors per year"
are going to park their cars. If you are familiar with Parking near the Washington Street
this area of the city, you well know the parking dlevator will be provided under the
situation on the surrounding streets. It's been abig Walkway. between Washinaton and
issue with local residents/renters for quite sometime. way, ; ot .
X ; Talmadge Streets. This elevator will be
There needsto be some careful thought put into having ADA ble aswall as a sairw
: . . . access ay
36 | aneccesinanaeawherethereisnopublicparking | o e additional parking in the City
lot. Perhaps the walkway project should wait until the of Poughkeepsie s being coordinated with
funding isin place for the access point to be where it the Mayor’s Office. An devator is
bel ongs, which is on theriver front. Instead, it appears planned for the vicilnity of the Children’s
that this project is being rushed to meet a September Museumn when future funding becomes
2009 anniversary deadline. The main access point for available
handi capped and bikes bel ongs on theriverfront (for '
multiple reasons other than the parking issues). This
was not addressed during the meeting last night. |
would liketo find out what the thought processis for
thisissue.
37 Our congratulations on the work done so far on the Thank you for the support,

Walkway Over The Hudson.
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38

Thereisaway to add another virtue to the many this
project already possesses. to serve asashowcasefor a
new renewable energy technology which my company
hopes to manufacture in the Hudson Valley soon.
Please take alook at the pictures below. The
Aerotecture wind turbine has been ingalled at several
high-profile locationsin Chicago by its inventor, but
has not yet been deployed anywhere East of the
Mississippi. While designed primarily to provide
distributed generation on urban commercial rooftops,
it has also been envisioned as appropriate for bridge,
thruway, and seafront boardwalk installations, all of
which imply public sector sites. Thefirst picture
bel ow envisions the turbine underneath a suspension
bridge; it would be even lessintrusive under the
Poughkeepsie Bridge. Theriver would act asa
corridor to augment the wind speed normally
encountered inthevalley. We estimate that some 300
turbines could generate between 600,000 and 800,000
kWh per year, meeting the power needs of the bridge
lighting and perhaps other uses as well. Please see the
Aerotecture website at www.aerotecture.com As the
East Coast representative for Aerotecture, we at Direct
Global Power/AeroCity would propose working on
this with your team and with Central Hudson Power,
the most progressive utility in the State. Direct Global
Power isapart owner of Prism Solar Technologies, a
new PV module manufacturing company located in
Kingston. We know that Central Hudson supports
renewable energy, and we would work closely with the
company and with you to make the Walkway not only
a commemoration of the past, but a signpost to the
future and a boost to efforts to make the Hudson
Valley the renewable energy capita of the State and
the nation.

Thank you for the suggestions. We will
consider your recommendations during the
design phase of the project.

39

| very much look forward to the conversion of the
Poughkeepsie Highland Railroad Bridge into a
pedestrian walkway. | believe this project will benefit
Poughkeepsie, Dutchess and Ulster Counties, the
Hudson Valley region, and New York State asa
whole.

Thank you for the support.
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I hope the fina planswill retain as many of the
historical dementsas possible. For example, while the
exiging railings are clearly insufficient for a pedestrian o .
walkway, | hope they could be used in conjunction \I/:v?lr | ﬁ?ﬁ&&ﬁﬁgpﬁiﬁlnﬂd rails
with new more appropriaterailings, possibly by Lo C .
placing the new railings either in front of or behind the 2&'?{{ Igggrril:]n ﬁﬁ?ggﬂaﬁiﬂfﬁ
exigingrailings. At aminimum | hope the old railings UnfortuFr)wateI the exisiin t}r/ail bed/ties

40 could be relocated to some other more appropriate had been tre;t/'ed with firegr etardants o
location on the structure. In addition, | hope a section reduce fire damage caused by train sparks
of the existing track and walkway could be saved, and emissions from the trai n)s/, have '
either under anew glass walkway or in asmall contaminated theties. They must be
cordoned off area, so visitors can see how the facility disposed of properly to prevent harm to
worked asarailroad bridge. Retaining features such as Walkway Users ytop
the firefighting system is critical to ensuring the bridge Y '
serves not just as a scenic attraction, but asan historic
oneaswell.

41 \INIiIIlI(TOtQE 8%((:2;;%'\{;3@03&1 and how the walkway Thank you for the support.
One question | had concerned hqw \{isitors will access Z?er\ll(;tno% Cvel?lr &epwoﬁg%%ggii
the entrances on the Ppughkeqos es Qe. | expect Fhat Walkway, between Washington and
out of town visitors will arrive by train or will drive Talmadge Strests. This devator will be
and be parking the various | ots across the city, which ADA ble as well as a sairw

i access ay

arenot realy close to where the planned e evators will available. Additiona parking in the Cit
be ingtalled. Even the train station parking isn't that of Pou h'k Seis bang coordinated wi)t/h
close to the devators and during the week is usualy the M 9 or’e:%ffice Thg Citv of
full, including Rinaldi Blvd. Visitors parking in the Pou h?(y se in C(.)n'uncti or¥with the

4 city lots and those coming up by train will have to d IgNKEEPSIE, | » )

. . lesign team, will continue to work with
walk some distance along city streets to get to the the City' s public transportation authority to
entrances. Will the city provide some type of free iy dg tr§n ortati orﬁ) ctween the trai ny
transportation from the parking areas and train Etati on and tﬁ%Washin ton Strect
station to the Washington Street and waterfront point. An devator isp?anned for the
elevators? Thistransportation could also be expanded vi cinft of the Children’ s Museum when
to include the streets on which the various restaurants future¥un ding becomes available The
arelocated, to encourage visitors to make use of them, City currentl ghas o plans to ro;/i defree
along with a map showing their locations and types of Y y planstop
food they provide. transportation to the Washington Street

access point.
| think it isagreat idea! I've been watching this project
since | was ateenager. I'm an avid outdoorsman and
cyclist and | fedl that the completion of the Walkway
Over the Hudson will be a great asset to our
community. I'm glad to see that it is making it this far
43 and | hopeto seeits completion very soon. The glass Thank you for the support.
sections would be very excitingand if it isat all
feasible then | think they should be added. It will alow
everyone to see the great engineering of the bridge up
close and personal.
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| think this project is fantastic and the way you are
going about it isright on! If you can keep those glass
panelsthat will allow peopleto ook down at theriver
o in your plans | think that would be a great feature. Thank you for the support.
Keep up the fabulous work! Tonight's meeting was
extremely informative and well organized.
Parking near the Washington Street
elevator will be provided under the
Walkway, between Washington and
Talmadge Streets. This elevator will be
ADA accessible aswedll asastairway
S ilable. Additiona parking in the City
We can't wait! We understand these are expenses aval o . :
involved but we think there should be as many access f;ep&ugg':f‘(’;ﬁ; b?.ﬂg gi’f“f)'f”ated With
45 points as possible. For example people arriving in Pou h?(y se in cbn' Uncii or)wlwi ththe
Poughkespsie by train are unlikely towalk all theway | <O TEFSS (HEMMLHETN RIS
to Washington S. in order to double back to theriver. g N ) ;
the City' s public transportation authority to
provide trangportation between the train
station and the Washington Street access
point. Andevator isplanned for the
vicinity of the Children’s Museum when
future funding becomes available.
Thisisawonderful project that will do much to
continuethe revitalization of the Mid-Hudson Valley,
generally, and the city of Poughkeepsie, specifically. |
46 am especially excited about the linking of the four area Thank you for the support.
colleges with awalk/bike trail. The bridgeisan
integra part of our lives. Thank you for doing this!
Have lived in the Mid-Hudson region since 1966-
Wappinger Fallsto Hyde Park and most recently New
Paltz. Very excited about the Wakway Over the
Hudson project. To see therailroad bridge begin to
47 come to life as a pedestrian/bicycle/walkway- chance Thank you for the support.
for all to gaze out & see the beautiful Hudson River. A
real prize for theregion- economically, locally,
environmentally, etc. Opportunitiesto connect the
variousrail trails etc. in Ulster/Dutchess.
Initially, portable restrooms will be
48 Please include comfort stations on both sides (or the avéllable. New York State Parks.p_l ansto
middle) of the walkway. construct permanent restroom faci lities
that will be either conventiona or
composting.
49 The person with the original ideafor the walkway Bill Sepe has been a great asset to this
needs to be acknowledged- Bill Sepe project.
Presentation was terrific! Theideasfor development &
50 management seem very good. | like the idea of having Thank you for the support,

the state and national parksinvolved. | agreeto the
"preferred option".
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The deck of the Walkway will be
51 | hopetheir will be some landscaping included in the constructed of prefabricated concrete
plan. panels. There areno provisions for
planters on the deck at thistime.
Parking near the Washington Street
elevator will be provided under the
Walkway, between Washington and
Let's get ready for the 2009 cel ebration with an XaDl?adge St_rbelets. TZIIS d evator wi Il be
elevator (at least one). See the Storm King Art Center A accessible aswell asastarway
52 ; o ; available. Additiona parking in the City
in Mountainville, NY for someideas. They have a C . )
great outdoor devator. of Poughkeepse_lsbengcoordmgtedwnh
the Mayor’s Office. An elevator is
planned for the vicinity of the Children’s
Museum when future funding becomes
available.
| very much enjoyed the meeting Wednesday evening.
The Bergmann Associates representatives did a great
53 job of answering dl my questions about particulars of Thank you for the support.
the project, especially the main presenter.
| spoke with Mitch Markay and he recalled my email
from several weeks ago regarding architectural
54 services and said there are some design issues | might | Thank you for the support.
be able to help with. | would like to volunteer my time
to assist you with these design elements.
Thisproject will be an excellent addition to the
community and will be amajor asset to the area. It
55 should proceed and be completed according to the Thank you for the support.
schedule outlined in the proposal. | look forward to
seeing the completed walkway and using it.
56 Ip:gjl er:(t |the Walkway Over the Hudson isa great Thank you for the support,
. . Suicide prevention call boxeswill be
57 ;?:ﬁ\?;&%éﬁﬁg gﬁ:‘h:;i?éizgt;;i briges located on the bridge. These phones
' provide a direct connection to local police.
In Highland, a connecting trail isin the
planning stages along the CSX rail bed
between Haviland Road and Commercia
Avenue. Thissection of trail is expected
Some day | would like to see a continual trail that to be gpen for usein time for the Walkway
58 . : ; Over the Hudson opening. In
would link into our own New Paltz/ Cardinal trail . .
Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County is
currently in negotiationsto purchase the
1.3 miles of CSX rail bed that would
connect the Walkway to the Dutchess
County Trail system at Morgan Lake.
Initially, portable restrooms will be
| assume there will be rest rooms at each end where available. New York State Parks plansto
59 sewer facilities can be connected. There certainly construct permanent restroom facilities
should be! that will be either conventiona or
composting.
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60 It looks great! Keep up the good work. Thank you for the support.
Asalongtimeresident | am looking forward to this
new look. The meeting was very informative. Good
61 play on your part not to offer refreshments. Unlessyou | Thank you for the support.
could have taken a couple fishes and be able to feed
the multitudes.
62 Has anyone thought to recognize Bill Sepefor hislong | Bill Sepe hasbeen agreat asset to this
and tired less effort to get/keep this project viable. project. Hiseffortswill not be forgotten.
63 Wonderful project- Thanks Thank you for the support.
Details of the Wakway operationa plan
have not been findized. The hours of
operation and snow removal plan have not
yet been decided.
How will you remove snow? Salt should not be used. Thgre will bfe ?]0 fbepc? ng located alor;]g the
64 Fence looks low, might want to consider 5 foot fence main span of the bridge to preservet ,e ,
and curved inward to prevent climbing over views from the top of the bridge. A 4’ &

' pedestrian hand rail will be provided. The
installation of a curved top rail is being
considered. Suicide prevention call boxes
will be located on the bridge. These
phones provide a direct connection to local
police.

| was very pleased by the information received and the
65 large turnout. | found the visual displays and the Thank you for the support.
presentation were done at a very professional level.
| have a couple of suggestions with respect to retaining
the bridge asa"railroad" bridge asit is converted to a
walkway. | was hoping that perhaps the platform could
be put down on top of therail that is till on the bridge
so that therail was perpetualy still part of the bridge
as atestimonia to itsformer use. While speaking to Unfortunately, the exigting trail bed/ties
one of the engineers, | was told this was not possible had been treated with fire retardantsto
from an engineering point of view. May | suggest that | reduce fire damage caused by train sparks,
some of therail currently on the bridge that will be and emissions from the trainshave
removed be used in the construction of some historical | contaminated theties. They must be
66 kiosks at various points along the walkway to disposed of properly to prevent harm to

commemorate and show respect for its former users,
the people who built the bridge, & the people who
manned the trainsthat ran over it for so many
generations. | don't know what the plans are for the
width of the bicycle path that will run down the center
of the walkway. I'm surethat it hasto be wider than 4
ft 8 1/2in. but if it could be some multiple of 4 ft 8 1/2
in., that would also be a good testimonial to itsrail use;
4 ft 8 1/2 in. the width of the standard gauge of N.
American RR.

Wa kway users.

The bicycle lanes must be a minimum of 5
feet wide in each direction to conform to
New York State standards for bike lanes.
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Out of respect for the historical construction of the
bridge the practice of cutting edge technology should
be incorporated into the new walkway. Specifically L
relating to the comment made about thisbeing a The use of solar_povver f_or lighting is being
67 "green” project, the lighting should be powered by evaluated. Theinstallation of park
' benches made of recycled plasticisaso
solar cells or some other form of renewal energy. The bei :
L . . ng examined.
feasibility also of using aternative energy sources to
power the elevators or elevators at the east end should
be examined.
When showing the artist sketch of the proposed
walkway, mention was made of the glass panelsin the
walkway that could be used to see down through the
68 infrastructure of the bridge. | got the impression that The portals will beincluded in the final
these were considered to be anice idea, but design of the Walkway.
expendable. | find them more then aniceidea. | do not
see them as expendable. | think that thisis a fantastic
idea and something that should be retained.
A bridge anecdote: Back in the early 1970's, asa
member of the Clearwater crew, we invented the
Poughkeepsi e Railroad Bridge Weave. When sailing
out of Poughkeepsie, if we had opposing brisk wind -
69 and current and could pretty much sail wherever we Weare ha_ppy to hear of additional uses for
) : . . this historic structure.
wanted to, we madeit a point to do a series of figure 8
movements going across the river using the bridge
piersin lieu of dalom flags. We had no trouble under
the trusses.
Theidea of elevators on the P_oughkeeps eddeisnice Stairswill be provided at each elevator
70 but what happens when there is a power outage or location
mechanical breakdown? Will there be stairs or ramps? '
In Highland, a connecting trail isin the
planning stages along the CSX rail bed
between Haviland Road and Commercia
Avenue. Thissection of trail is expected
| am a biker and would like to see a continuous path to be open for usein time for the Walkway
: S Over the Hudson opening. In
which hooks up to the Dutchessrail trail to have a . .

; . Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County is
gradual graded approach to the bridge. Concessions tvi fiations t chase th
stands should be off the bridge on either side so that currently In negofiations fo purchase the

71 1.3 miles of CSX rail bed that would

the lanes of through bikersis not impeded.
Concessions stands on the bridge will lead to
congestion and bottle necks of loitering people, and
could lead to injury. Overall the project 10oks great!

connect the Walkway to the Dutchess
County Trail system at Morgan Lake.

Vendorswill be located on the main span
of the bridge, but will be limited to the
pedestrian areas. The bike lane will be
clearly delineated to avoid
pedestrian/bicycle incidents.
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Put adigita cameraon the Railroad bridge touring the . .
Poughkeepsie bridge for a birds eye view. Utilize Thamé you for the sugga;jl ons. \(/jVe w I h
Parks Department website to gain accessto it. Then gon.s erhyour rfecsmmeq ations during the
72 have a pageto click on if a person wants to donate to esign phase of the project. .
L . . The Walkway and access points will be
WOTH. Consider installing wind and solar as power handi e .
o andicap accessible and all features will be
source for the elevators. Insure compl ete accessibility ADA compliant
for the disabled. phant
The Walkway will be a pedestrian facility.
Buses will not be allowed on the trail. All
If thereisroom it would be good to have separate pedestrians, bicyclists, and in-line skaters
lanes for buses, in-line skaters, & pedestrians. And will be able to access the Walkway via at-
rampsto get onto bridge. | hope therewill beviewing | grade connections, eevators, and dairs.
73 platforms that stretch out a bit onto benches that face
theriver or backless benches so people can see either Benches will be located along the main
way. | hope whatever fencing you have, it won't block | span of the bridge to allow visitors to sit
the view of theriver. What about a crossing for skiers? | and admire the view of the Hudson River.
A ski lane after asnowfall in the winter? Therewill be no fencing located along the
main span of the bridge. A 4’ 6”
pedestrian hand rail will be provided.
The money donated for the bridge planks
was been used for preliminary bridge
studies. The Walkway Over the Hudson
Yearsago | sent money for a plank with my friends has arecord of the contributorsand isin
74 names onit. | hope you still have records for those the process of listing these donors on its
planks. website at www.walkway.org. Additional
means of acknowledging these donors for
their foresight and support are being
discussed.
| am curiousif thereis any significant involvement in
the new walkway effort from railroad organizations. |
think involvement from various RR higtorical
societies, and also potentialy from RR related The design team isworking closdly with
companies today, would provide valuable input and the New Y ork State Office of Parks,
also may be a source of additiona funding for the Recreation, and Historic Preservation to
project. | think turning the bridge into a walkway and preserve the historic and industrial nature
75 state park assets are agood idea. However, | would of the bridge.

like to see linkages to the bridges RR heritage in the
final design & implementation. This could be as
simple asrailroad theme accentsin the design or the
walkway & historical plaques discussing the RR
history of the bridge. I'm sure more elaborate
enhancements could be conceived such as multimedia
kiosks or even RR exhibition on the shore.

Kiosks providing information on both the
natural and historic resources of the
Walkway areawill be provided.

February 22, 2008

Page V-14



http://www.walkway.org.

Poughkeepsie Highland Railroad Bridge

Over The Hudson River
Final Design Report and Environmental Assessment

City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County &

Town of Lloyd, Ulster County, NY

Comment
Number Comment Response
Asamemoria related to the bridge and also asan
additional way to raise funding for the project, has any
thought been given to theidea of allowing those
connected with the RR bridge over it'slong history to Thank you for the suggestions. We will

76 be memorialized on plaques, "bricks' or benches. | consider your recommendations during the
believe something smilar was done at Ellis Idand design phase of the project.
where family members of EllisIdand immigrants were
able to place the names of thereatives on display at
the facility.

It was briefly mentioned in the presentation that the Co
project would look to utilize"green” (environmentally -er\t]aleLT:teegf :;lez\alr dil)(i\aglirsfeogf“%r;ﬂnb%iﬁ; ng

77 friendly) principles where possible. | was curious to made of r' cled plagic Tﬁe use of
learn more details about the "green" items currently recy plastic. 1
being planned. composting restrooms is being eval uated.
Asyou arelikely well aware the Hudson River in that
area has sgnificant recreational and commercia
boating activity. | think that it would enhance the
overall project if boat dock facilities adjacent to the
bridge could be included in the state park facility. This . .

78 would prpvi de addi'gional "traffic" for the park and the Er?glég();o{jorr r?c%nijlglﬁ;:ﬁmmermlgl Ith e
surrounding area. Linkages could be made with desian phase of the proiect
existing tour boats to include a stop at the new state gnp project.
park as part of their itinerary. A new ferry service
could also beingtituted as part of the state park to
enhance the experience...walk across the bridge and
take aferry back.

Has any thought been given to information technol ogy

that would be available at the park? A simple example

would be to make wireless internet access available

acr_ossthe brldg_e. Visitors could sitona ben(_:h using Thank you for the suggestion. We will
their laptops while enjoying the air and the view. consider vour recommendation during the
Perhaps alocal university such as Marist could install desian h);se of the broiect. There 'sgno
and maintain the systems of the park. | think providing gnp the project. '

79 web based cameras would also be advantageous. The current_planformcIudmgmternetacc&ss
cameras could provide live views over theinternet and geg:jrki)ll Cc(iaalrr?:aassvaql Itgg Yr\{alllgze@?yt.)ut ot
show weather and the activity on theriver & ')kgle by the bublic place,
shorelines. Again, the university might be interested in access v thep '
maintaining & providing this service. Naturally
cameras (focused on the bridge & structure) could also
be utilized for safety and security purposes.

It seems that aramp rather than an elevator would bea | While aramp would be another option for
better way to get up onto the walkway. | have used Walkway access, they require more

80 circular ramps with my bicyclein Buffalo. The surface area. Accesslocationsare

advantage isthat ramps do not break down or need as
frequent maintenance as an elevator. They get cleaned
when it rains, don't get stuck, etc.

currently limited to the existing railroad
right-of-way, and would not alow for the
construction of aramp.

February 22, 2008

Page V-15




Poughkeepsie Highland Railroad Bridge
Over The Hudson River
Final Design Report and Environmental Assessment

City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County &
Town of Lloyd, Ulster County, NY

Comment
Number Comment Response
A concrete surface is dangerous for runners joints. |
was hqp[ ng to be ableto incorporate the walkway into Thank you for the suggestion. We will
my training program. Isit possible to have a narrow . . .
8l . . consider your recommendation during the
strip of softer materia run the length of the walkway? desian phase of the proiect
Even macadam would be better than concrete but a gnp project.
rubberized track surface would be ideal.
Suicide prevention call boxeswill be
82 Will there be suicide hotline phones installed? located on the bridge. These phones
provide a direct connection to local police.
83 Thank you for working on this valuable project! Thank you for the support.
Parking near the Washington Street
elevator will be provided under the
84 Residents expressed concerns about the difficulty it Walkway, between Washington and
will beto rely on the city on-street system for parking. | Talmadge Streets. Additional parking in
the City of Poughkeepsieis being
coordinated with the Mayor’ s Office.
The money donated for the bridge planks
was been used for preliminary bridge
A resident wanted to know what will happen to "her ﬁUd'% Trzje W?j] kway Ol\al er the H(;J(_jspn
rail tie" Apparently, and not too long ago, she rfs arecor Ofl.t gconr:rl uéors andisin
85 donated $100 to have her name engraved on arail tie t gbpfom of listing thesa donors on its
on the bridge. website at www.wal k\_/vay.orq. Additional
means of acknowledging these donors for
their foresight and support are being
discussed.
Thereareno plansfor a privacy screen at
thistime. Security cameras will be located
86 Privacy fencing was a frequent question for adjacent on the Walkway. Officerswill patrol the
residents. areaas necessary. The design team will
meet with local residentsto addresstheir
concerns.
Audra Barton (Executive Vice President & CFO, . .
Poughkeepsie Area Chamber of Commerce) expressed Zléer\t(;tnogr r\:veflalr E)heep\:vosid;'er&gﬁgesrtrtﬁg
concern about the lack of parking around Washington .
. Walkway, between Washington and
87 Street. They mentioned that between Parker Avenue Talmadae Strects. Additional parking in
and the futurerail trail section just east of Washington the Cit gof Pou h.k Geis beir:1 9
Street lies several vacant lots that would offer much Yy Ughkee jbang
more parking coordinated with the Mayor’s Office.
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88

Last year | began to become involved in Walkway
over the Hudson, primarily because of Fred Schaeffer.
The concept itself is dluring....to have something so
wonderful in our backyard that enhances our
community is GREAT in and of itself. But when | had
the opportunity to work more closely with Fred and
personally witness the tireless efforts he and the other
members have put into this project, | couldn't help but
get caught up in the enthusiasm they created! Last
night | attended the public meeting held at the
Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel and again | felt that same
spark re-ignite in my heart, that snce 9/11/2001 our
communities are truly becoming united in acommon
cause for the Better!! | applaud all who contributed in
any way and would especially like to acknowledge
Fred and hisleadership in making THIS A
REALITY!!!

Thank you for the support.

89

At the meeting last night the presenter from the Parks
Dept. mentioned there had not been a dedication or
name of the Walkway as of yet. | would liketo be the
first to cast avote. The name should be "The Fred
Schaeffer Hudson Valley Community Dream
Walkway" named after the man with aheart as big as
the bridge itself & recognizing that thisdream in our
community would not be possible without Fred's
vision. Without people like Fred dedicating their time,
effort, resources, and skills the world would be a lesser
place. | hope to work with Fred again and get to see
this project through to compl etion so we may all enjoy
access to this marvel ous dream in our community!

This suggestion will be considered while
devel oping aname for the Walkway.

90

| am a great fan of the project, and was even slightly
involved during Bill Sepe's period. (On a personal
note, it seems somehow sad that the entire event the
other day went by without his name even being
mentioned once. Somehow that doesn't seem right.)

Bill Sepe has played a significant rolein
the development of this project. His
efforts will nat be forgotten. Thank you

for the support.
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91

| think it iswildly hopeful to think the walkway will
ever be that populated and that redistically at any one
time the walkway will likely have only 10% of the
people shown. I'm afraid the walkway experience will
fed to many pedestrians like walking along a runway,
along, long runway. A highway ramp, cold and
unyielding and unwelcoming. A highway ramp with a
world class view, that's certainly true, but otherwise a
determined march rather than a Sunday stroll. One
must keep in mind that the walkway will be a mile or
so, each way; for many folk, along walk. My fear is
that the plan as offered seems to make the walk seem
bloody endless. | think many folkswill get up to the
walkway level and look down the walkway (if itisas
rendered) and think, "Nuts! Too long atrek for me
today!" Which, | think we can al agree, isinconsistent
with the whole idea.

The long “runway” look of the Wa kway
will be broken up by benches, vendors, and
other amenitieson the bridge. The
benches will be located throughout the
Walkway for any users who are unable to
walk al the way across the bridge, or
would just like to admire the views closer

to land.

92

| was thinking that the path squiggles. At no point,
without leaning over the edge, is one aware of the total
distanceto be traveled. Every 500 ft. or so, the path
moves from one side of the surface to the other, the
interruption, alandscaped area, each different in
amenities, in design, in materids, etc., each one
however, offering resting and shelter points. Each one
of theserest areasis sponsored by a different
organization, who designs and pays for the site's
creation (under Walkway's supervision) and yearly rent
for itsmaintenance. Perhapsthere are different sizes at
different prices: the midpoint might be worth more
than the quarters. The point of course, asanon profit,
isto make money, but merely to cover expenses. Each
site, 4 of them, 5 of them, 6 of them, are essentially
seasonally rented to various companies who find the
advertising vaue- nothing overt, just an announcement
as on NPR- worth the cost.

The Walkway Over the Hudson will be a
New York State Park. Maintenance will
be paid for out of the New York State

Parks budget.

93

Thank you for serving the cause by standing at the sign
in table. It isawonderful project, alot of people have
worked very hard to see it completed, and you are part
of that effort! Frankly, almost everybody, especially
those who don't have to directly pay for it, think itisa
worthwhile project. | think it isa worthwhile project.

Thank you for the support.
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I mysalf have been up on the deck of the bridge
because of the early efforts of Bill Sepe. While he may
have had a different "approach”, and he wasn't even
the "owner" of the bridge, (the mysterious guy in
Pennsyl vania who no one could ever contact, wasthe
owner,) and Bill certainly wastoo "individuaistic" to : A .
ever co)ax amillion and ghalf grant money out of the Bill Sepe has played qsgm_ﬂcant rple in
94 D . the development of this project. His
yson Foundation, or approach the State of New efforts will not be forgotten
York.......out | think a mention of Bill Sepesrolein the '
very early days of the Walkway deservesto be
mentioned when it istime to dedicate the longest
pedestrian bridgein the world, ajewel of the mid-
Hudson Valey, an inspiring monument to the beauty
of nature and the ingenuity of mankind.
| heard a spesker at the m?e“f‘g sy gn_elevator 's At grade access will be provided on the
PROPOSED, yet the dedking hasa biking. Highland side of the Walkway. Bicydle
o5 ane....suppose the "propo evator becomes too access will be provided on the
costly or isnot somehow approved- how will bicycles Poughkeepsie side in the form of an
get up to the bicycle lane on the deck areawithout an dlevator at Washinaton Street
eevator? g '
Isthere plansin cooperation with the mental health
board to install a"suicide prevention" phone and Suicide prevention call boxeswill be
96 signage, like exists currently on the vehicular bridges? | located on the bridge. These phones
I know, thisisa"downer", and spoilstheidyllic nature | provide adirect connection tolocal police.
of the project, but ill.
Suppose work delays cause the project to not be
completed until November....massive projects like this,
and relatively "untested" or unique work situationslike
thisproject have no "prior history”" of knowing what to
expect.... isthere ill suitable Quadricentennia 400th . . .
events planned that could feature the Walkway in E;i:;tsp{grru:gs S;?ﬁg ﬁ?}é?ﬂlla:lu?:(? nsi“ !
EovemPey? N.ow,"no more "negative questions, but | Champlain Quadricentennial Commission
ave a "historical" question- the speaker said the 1974 and Hudson 400, Some of the planned
fire occurred in part because there was no longer a aventsing udea.k K trip. afeival and
97 "maintenance crew" to get an early start on & P '

extinguishing that fire...who can | contact to research if
there were previous fires, that WERE extinguished
because of an alert and ready crew---or could it be the
case that there never ever wasa previous fire caused
by sparksin the 100 previous years of operation? | am
not a"scholar" or interested because of a specific
project, it just occurred to me whilelistening at that
meeting that fires must have happened before- what
was the outcome?

the arrival of the Half Moon.

The higory of the bridgeis detailed in the
book titled Bridging the Hudson written by
Carleton Mabee.
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West of the Poughkeepsie-Highland
Bridge, the old railbed has been
transformed into the Hudson Valley Rail
Trail. Thisisa5 miletrail that goes from
the Hamlet of Highland to Route 299, half
Thetrains were up on the bridge, and then at some way to New Paltz.
point came down to "sea level” tracks and continued
eastbound on level ground to New England. Whatever | East of the Poughkeepsie-Highland Bridge,
happened to the rest of the route? | think it would be thereis currently a 1.3 mile stretch of
98 interesting to have a "map" or trail indicated showing | abandoned rail bed that terminates at
where the heck the tracks were after they | eft the Morgan Lake Park. Dutchess County isin
bridge! And show on the map the route to negotiations with CSX to convert this
Pennsylvania coal fields. Does any of that 1888 track stretch of rail bed into arail trail.
still exig, still used by other railroads?
The Dutchess Rail Trail Park is currently
transforming 12 miles of rail bed into arail
trail. Thisrail trail will stretch from
Morgan Lake Park to the Town of East
Fishkill.
The Walkway Over the Hudson project
: ds at Washington Street on the
Thereisthe planned access to the Walkway from the en L . .
go | Poughkeepsieside-isit possible towalk from "level” Egt“gngﬁ;e i~ ‘f:_oggg river. Tg.' Stdt‘m
ground, meaning trackslaid on the ground, up an ) grave access point to
incline to the bridge? thetralll system at thistime. AmW|II
be provided via an elevator and stair case
to be located at Washington Street.
Suggestions: To have a covered areaon the bridge in Thank you for the suggesti ons. We w I
X . . consider your recommendations during the
case a quick rainstorm comes through or wind storm. It desian phase of the proiect
would be nice to have those binocularsfor people to gnp project.
see thg scenery. Would there be emergency cartson Thereisno plan to provide emergency
Fhe_bndgg? Likeagolf cartto help take a person who carts dlong the bridge. However,
issick quickly off the bridge. Maybe there should be a . .
. : emergency vehicles will have access to the
solar panel in aspot for shelter-could give warmth and Walkway if necessar
lighting. Y ou know how some driveways are heated Y Y-
underneath for ice and snow removal. Do you think The use of solar panelsto power the
100 there could be away to put heat underneath the P b

walkway to keep ice off? Probably a few emergency
telephones or even ared telephone on the bridge.
What would keep birds off the bridge? Next thing will
be to have a ferry going across theriver too so if
someone walks across and then they aretired they can
takethe ferry back. A gift sore with postcards and
food. The money would go back to the bridge fund
also some drinks and food. Trash cans and bathrooms
areimportant too for emergency and kids.

lighting system on the bridge is being
examined.

Suicide prevention call boxeswill be
located on the bridge. These phones
provide a direct connection to local police.

Private vendors will be welcome on the
bridge to provide refreshments. Restrooms
and trash receptacles will be available.
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Suggestions: A microphone for music &
announcements on the bridge. Groups should volunteer
to work at the gift shop. Like the Girl Scoutsand Boy | Thank you for the suggestions. We will
Scouts & in exchange they would get movieticketsor | consider your recommendations during the
101 something. Other fundraisersfor the bridge: afashion | design phase of the project.
show: revolutionary Army, Civil war, etc. parade for Events on the Walkway will be allowed
the Veterans, Easter parade, a teddy bear parade. after obtaining a permit.
Maybe a clear canvas that will roll up over the
walkway & cover the walkway from rain or snow.
102 Accolades for David Roqco and all the otherswho did Thank you for the support
the groundwork to get this project underway. '
Collaboration between Highland and Poughkeepsie for :
103 theinitiation of summer c?)ncerts/ feﬂivalgs atﬁs Events on the Walkway will be dllowed
location. after obtaining a permit.
104 The presentation was excellent. Thank you for the support.
Some significant things | would liketo see on the
bridge and bridge entrances would be a history of the
bridge as to why it was built at Poughkeepsie, the Thank you for the suggestions. We will
105 many different railroads who owned the bridge and consider your recommendations during the
possibly the placing of historical markersto show design phase of the project.
where the 2 guard shacks were at Washington . to
prevent sabotage during WW2,
106 Thank you for your informative meeting! Thank you for the support.
A detailed structural study of the bridge
For safety reasons has an engineering study been has been completed. The bridge was
accomplished that has determined this height to be found to be more than adequate to handle
107 sufficient? In our view, this bridge is much higher than | the loads of a pedestrian trail. A 4’ 6”
other bridges over the Hudson, and is therefore more pedestrian hand rail will be provided for
subject to strong winds. Will these railings prevent the main span of the bridge. The bicycle
someone moving on abicycle from being blown over? | lane will be located in the center of the
Walkway.
| attended the public meeting on Jan 9. | would like to
108 say that | completely support the Walkway project. Thank you for the support.
The team is doing an excellent job!
There will be abike lanein the center of the walkway
with pedestrian lanes on each side. Hastheteam
considered putting those plastic bumps along the lane
markers to help emphasize the boundary? | think this | The design teamis still looking at various
109 will increase the safety, especially for youth ridersor means of delineating the bicycle lane.

people not paying close enough attention.  On the
down side, | suppose thiswould make it more difficult
for snow removal in thewinter. Perhapsthereis
ancther way to mildly emphasize the lane boundaries
more than just painted lines.

Y our suggestion will betaken into
consideration.
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| attended the public meeting on Jan 9. and thought it
was excellent. The communications-press & email
advertising of the event, the logistics, the opportunity
to review/discuss with experts, then the formal
presentation, the content-the "info boards" on tri-pods,
110 and the PowerPoint dides. All were very well done. | Thank you for the support.
also suspect that the experts who attended to represent
the activities to date enjoyed speaking with "real
people" about their findings. Please keep up the good
work and continue to reach out to the community. We
are eager to support this project in any way we can.

During the event | asked one of the engineersif the
origina railings up on the bridge would be able to be
used. As | suspected, the answer wasthat their design
does not deliver the standard of safety we have now, so
would need to bereplaced. | suggest you explore ways
to re-use therailings along therail trails connecting to
the bridge. For example in Highland and Poughkeepsie
along thetrail whereit isat grade - where it doesn't
need a safety rail, but still could benefit from atrail
111 "marker". Perhaps use them at RailTrail road crossings

to prevent automobile access. Also they could be used
to mark the path from the Poughkeepsie Train Station
to the Walkway access point / elevator. Therailings
aren't fancy, but they are original. They are handsome,
They evoke the "look and fed" of the original bridge
In the marketing profession we call that Brand Image
which isa Good Thing. Also, in today's environment,
re-useisencouraged. Itisa Green Thing. Findly, they
are Historic. And you know how important it isto
preserve them.

Thank you for the suggestions. We will
consider your recommendations during the
design phase of the project.

My wife, friendsand | arein FULL support of this
112 project and want to see it to completion. Thanks very
much for your effortsand | look forward to the

progress.

Thank you for the support.

The mentioned glass viewports would be great. This
would alow people to get agood perspective on the
height. Controlling lighting on the bridge so that it
doesn't interfere with other venues | fed isimportant.
113 Light directed down to Route 9 or shipping [sic] could
cause problems. | wonder if thereisaway to
illuminate the deck dightly, but not such that we
pollute the skies with light, thus providing for better
viewing of the stars at night.

The portals will be included in the final
design of the Walkway.

The lighting on the bridge will be designed
to focus on the Walkway. Light levels will
be just high enough to provide safe
passage across the bridge, while low
enough to minimize light pollution.
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Thank you for the suggestions. We will
consider your recommendations during the
design phase of the project.
There needsto be rest rooms available, atowering
American Flag in the middle would be an asset, Restrooms and trash receptacles will be
114 distance markers (i.e. Distance from the Mid-Hudson available.
Bridge, the shore lines, Boston, Miami, etc), benches
to rest or to simply sit on, don’t charge an admission Benches will belocated throughout the
fee. Walkway.
No entrance or user fee will be charged for
use of the Walkway.
A great project! Every effort should be madeto see
115 that it is completed in time for the 2009 cel ebration. Thank you for the support.
Nice Work Walkway!
116 | think the Walkway project isagrand historicd idea | Thank you for the support.
Asan artist, | would like to see several art components
to the project. First, | would liketo see original hand-
painted vertical banners on both sides of the Walkway-
perhaps 61 to represent the 61 NY State counties or 50
for the US states. Second, | would like to see a laser
light artist do a performance on the evening of opening
day after Joe's bridge music and before the fireworks.
Also aregatta or fireworks spraying colored water.
Another proposal is a 200 ft. banner on one side of the . .
117 bridge highlighting the many important historical Thank you for the suggestions. Wewi I
. consider your recommendations during the
aspects of the Hudson Valey i.e- FDR, SMorse, desian phase of the proiect
Smith Bros., Vassar, Regatta, etc. To eaborate on the gnp project.
banner idea. G.A.S. gallery can administer the
coordination of funding and curating the artist. The
banners can be displayed at G.A.S. before the event
and have them auctioned off to raise money for the
artist and for WOTH. | can also do aspecia TV
program on the banners & the opening event on "Arts
Focus' Time Warner Cable TV show on Ch.23. | am
the producer & host.
118 Banners hung at holiday times will get thousands of The use of decorative banners will be
new supportersfor us. incorporated into the design.
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| attended the meeting last night at the Grand Hotel.
During the presentation there was a dide that showed
whqe the money which has been raised to date (2.9 The PowerPoint presentation has been
million) had come from and how much by each source reposted on the Walkway Over the Hudson
of contribution. When reviewing the "complete eposted o ,, y .
S X : website with the “ Committed Funding

presentation” on the website, | do not see that dlide. Sources” dide

119 How could one obtain the information that was i
contained in that slide? My one suggestion for your . .
Web site would be to give a link to the Dutchess Adding alink to the Dutchess County

) ) ; . Trailswebsiteis agood suggestion. The

County Trails website which provides very good maps ; :
) ) ! S Walkway Over the Hudson will consider
including the northern terminus point in Morgan Lake addina the link
Park. Since the point of the Wakway project isto 9 '
connect tothistrail, it would be good to show people
what the "grand plan” is.
| am very impressed that the whole PowerPoint
presentation from last night is on your Web site. Y our
organization is doing a super job at getting the word

120 out and drumming up support. Last night was an Thank you for the support.
excdllent job by all involved. When you are this
organized and informative, it should make gathering
support that much easier.
It isdisturbing that Gov. Spitzer, on his State of the
State address, included a recommendation to fund the
Poughkeepsie RR Bridge project. This rusting relic of
an aged engineering feat haslong been a grotesque . C
assault on the scenic views of the Hudson River The_ Poughke_:epsQH|ghI and Bridge isa
bet the <h f Poudhkeensie and Highland Nationally Historic Structure. These

ween the Snores of Foughkeepsie and Highiand. structures have been deemed a significant

Groups have expressed variousideas on how to art of American historv. and as such
rehabilitate this wreck. Now some wish to transformit | P Y, '
. . : A should be preserved for future generations
into atourist mecca that will attract visitorsfrom {0 enio
around the nation and throughout the world. Perhaps 10Y-

121 | Wemight even expect visitars from far rexch of the |y i1 the Srate will be dedicating funds to

universe! | have no problem with the goals of the
bridge fanciersif the entire enterprise isfunded solely
with private capital and without any tax breaks. When
one consders the difficult economic conditions present
in this country & in this state, | can't see why the
Governor would elect to allocate $16 million tax
dollarsin order to fund a group's grandiose whim. NY
isfacing a serious budget gap of some $4B & it would
be much more appropriateif that $1M wereinvested in
improving our schools, medical care, infrastructure,
€etc.

this project over atwo year period, the
economic study estimates that the
Walkway will produce approximately
$12.6 Million in new sales for the State.
New York State will receive an estimated
$604,000 in State taxes each year dueto
salesrelated to the Walkway.
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We acknowledge that parking isaconcern
in the City of Poughkeepsie. Parking near
the Washington Street elevator will be
provided under the Wakway, between
This project is simply WRONG! Did you know the Washington and Talmadge Streets. This
access will beviaelevator on Washington Stin will minimize the need for on-street
Poughkeepsie with no provision for parking for the parking. Additional parking in the City of
122 supposed throngs of people yvho will be coming. Pity Poughkeepsie is. being coordinated with
the poor homeownerswho live on the nearby streets the Mayor’s Office.
who will have cars parked on their streets and have the
peering eyes of these folks looking down on them. Thereareno plansfor a privacy screen at
Y uck! thistime. Security cameras will be located
on the Walkway. Officerswill patrol the
areaas necessary. The design team will
meet with local residentsto addresstheir
concerns.
. . . . . Economic and fiscal impact experts were
A major tourist aitraction| can't imagine Stewart consulted to estimate the draw of tourists
Airport being overwhelmed, Route 9 clogged with to the Walkway. Their study was based on
123 | traffic, and our local hotels booked tothehilt because | o 1P " Py S B L
of thisbridge. It looks more like a"largest ball of s;]m| a pI‘Ojd. S as.\IN as La' u(sjage on
tinfoil" attraction than anything else the surrounding trall networks and tourist
vigitors to other are attractions.
Cast Iron? Who makes ANY gructure with cast iron? | The bridge is primarily constructed of steel
124 With the price of scrap metal being what it is, the members. Some of the smaller ements of
bridge could be worth aLOT of money. the structure are made of cast iron.
Our state and country is littered with cheese museums,
train museums, yarn museums, aguariums, minor
league baseball parks, and other boondogles that were
funded with taxpayer dollars under the misguided
perception that the project would be come a tourist
T e x| L s e monumers e
Theredlity is often quite different in that many of the N ughkeepsie-rigniand bridge1s a
X - X ) ationally Historic Structure. These
projects never become self-sufficient and will continue structures have been deemed a significant
125 to need large taxpayer subsidaries year after year to

stay afloat. | predict right now that the bridgewalk will
become one of those boondogles. | doubt there have
been any marketing surveys to determine the number
of people who have the stomach to walk the bridge,
and how many of those people will become repeat
bridgewalkers once the initial novelty wears off. In a
couple of years, "been there done that" will force the
bridgewalk promotersto mug the taxpayers again and
again for even more money to stay afl oat.

part of American history, and as such,
should be preserved for future generations
to enjoy. There has been overwhelming
public support for this project.
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126

The better approach would have been to sell sharesin
the bridge to investors & let the free market decide
whether the bridgewalk isa good idea. And if the
bridgewalk can't stand on it's own, then tear down the
bridge. Indeed, I'm willing to bet that the money spent
to tear the bridge down would pump a heck of alot of
money into the local economy than the cost to keep it

up.

The Walkway project hasreceived
substantid funding from private sources.
There has been overwhelming public
support for this project.

127

The cost to demoalish would be huge. And then you end
up with nothing. Engineers have studied the structure
and it's safe for decades to come, it's cagt iron. But the
real cost benefit isthat it will attract tourists. Tourists
come now to the Hudson Valley thiswill be another
stopping point. We need more touristsif you hate what
we pay in taxes. For every dallar collected from a
resident, it costs the government $1.30. Thisisthe
national average. For every dollar collected from a
tourigt, it costs less than 75 cents. Soif you want toin
the long run be fiscally better off, make the Wakway
over the Hudson aredlity.

Thank you for the support.

128

Asarailroad bridge, it helped the Mid-Hudson Valley
grow commercially, bringing a better life to the people.
Asawalkway/ bikeway it will help tourism grow and
allow more people to have greater enjoyment of the
Mid-Hudson Valley.

Thank you for the support.

129

Thisisagreat project and should receive major
support. | love the portal window idea. | am happy to
see projects that focus on theriver.

Thank you for the support.

130

Thank you for thiswonderful project!

Thank you for the support.

131

One thought would be to provide some sort of soft
surface over the concrete dabs to provide amore
cushioned surface for running. Perhaps like the surface
on atrack. The Mid-Hudson Road Runners Club
would like to organize arun over the bridge (as we did
for the opening of the new span of the Newburgh-
Beacon Bridge) for its opening. Please contact me at
the phone/address’email below regarding this.

Thank you for the suggestion. We will
consider your recommendation during the
design phase of the project.

132

I think the bridge should keep the colorsit had asa
working RR bridge in order to preserve itsidentity and
aesthetic value as a piece of industrial architecture. We
shouldn't pretty it up in any way.

Thereareno plansto paint or otherwise
alter the appearance of the bridge. We
agreethat it isimportant to stay with the
industria feel of the bridgeto preserveits
identity.

133

Walkway Over the Hudson is a very worthwhile
project. It will allow community and visitors exercise
& enjoyment, bringing income and fun for al. Thank
you for working on this endeavor.

Thank you for the support.

February 22, 2008

Page V-26




Poughkeepsie Highland Railroad Bridge

Over The Hudson River
Final Design Report and Environmental Assessment

City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County &

Town of Lloyd, Ulster County, NY

Comment Comment Response
Number =P
Old infrastructure made attractive & functiona excites
people. Everybody lovestheriver. Theideaof an easy | Thank you for the support. Parking will be
134 ride to Highland & the West Side of the Hudson is provided on both the Highland and
thrilling. People will lead bikesin on cars & cometo Poughkeepsie sides of the bridge.
seeit, so plan lots of parking.
135 Bike lock ups and racks for those who want to hikeor | Thisisagood recommendation and will be
pause or wander in town. considered.
I'd like to see (be told authoritatively) why 500 people . . L
showed up on(January 9th. It was th}glling to se(E.J sugh a ;I'h|shpr|0£calt has recelyed |[n0rélalmse %JppOft
136 large segment of the community interested in the or the .cgdmankw)unlty. ina th res 4 ents
"waterfront". It certainly wasn't because they wanted to arevery excit out seeing thar dream
. of the Walkway come to fruition.
complain or protest!
Thisisagreat ideawhose time hasfinally come. Like
the High Linein Manhattan, the Walkway rescues an
137 outdated, derdlict railroad track and turnsit into a Thank you for the support
world class destination. | expect it will be on every '
100 thingsto do before you di€" list. | attended the
excellent public meeting on January 9th.
At-grade/walk-on access will be provided
on the west side of the bridge. On the east
side of the bridge, an elevator will be
Access points- Thisiscritical, as| know from provided at Washington Street. This
138 experience with the wildly popular Coastal Trail in elevator will be ADA accessible aswell as
Anchorage. astairway available. An elevator is
planned for the vicinity of the Children’s
Museum when future funding becomes
available.
139 ;arking— T'his proj ect will be enormously po_pular. Iggggego;?raﬁgrtggoﬂgigri?rgﬁoﬁg%::
ease don't underestimate the need for parking. ;
are being explored.
The City of Poughkeepsie, in conjunction
with the design team, will continueto
140 Easy access from the Metro-North Station. Like Dea- work with the City’ s public transportation
Beacon, | can imagine Metro-North in a collaborative | authority to provide transportation between
offer of transportation & advertising. A great day trip | the train station and the Washington Street
from the city & envirous. access point. Thank you for the support.
Initialy, portable restrooms will be
available. New York State Parks plansto
1. Bathrooms are critical. 2. Look down through the consiruct permanent restroom facilities
. 4 that will be either conventiona or
glassto see the piers, yes. 3. Vendors on the bridge? composting
141 YES. I'm thinking of thetrail that runsalong the '

Hudson in Chelsea & the Village to Battery Park. A
few places to bring a picnic, have an ice cream cone,
€tc.

The portals will be included in the fina
design of the Walkway.

Vendors and benches will be located on
the main span of the bridge.
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We all know that the Poughkeepsie-Highland RR
Bridgeishistoric and will be recreational and attract
142 tourisam to both Dutchess & Ulster counties. The Thank you for the support
informational meeting held at the Poughkeepsie Grand '
Hotd was very well attended and the presentation well
received.
My comment is about the plans for structurally
renovating the bridge. | beieve that therailings need to . - .
be higher than proposed, for safety reasons, and also E;g:%ﬁﬁgg:g;aﬂr de ; d 36 f Otralblr’i\é\éhemh
143 tha.t the surface should not be parroweq to each _end, pedestrian railings. The approach spans
wh[ch could cause bottle necking, an_d impede fire, will have awidth of 24 feet.
police, or ambulance emergency vehicles. If necessary
cost wise, only narrow endsto 21 ft. instead of 15 ft.
Benches will belocated throughout the
length of the bridge, and a drinking
Include lots of benches for resting and enjoying view, fountain will be available.
include water fountainsg'taps, keep lighting downward N . . .
for events such as fireworks, lighting behind benches, tb?cczﬂgb%ﬂgsggﬂl ﬁ]e'er]rgi?i):]pl (:(r)ed,
away f.r om railing may hellp with view &t night, bike prevent interference wi t%] thebi cyc?e lanes.
144 lane wide e;noggh f or passing (d_otted center I|r_1e), . The bicycle lane will provide for a5’ lane
perhaps strip lighting imbedded in Deck can highlight in each direction
bike lanes at night (center lane and edges), emergency '
phones on bridge, unobstructed wide enough lanes for :
emergency vehicles access (movable ballards to Iimergency call boxeswill be I.ocated.on
prevent vehicle access otherwise) the bndge. These phones provi deadirect
connection to thelocal police. Emergency
vehicle access will be provided as
necessary.
I would like to express my gratitude to Fred Schaffer
and gaff of Walkway Over the Hudson for their
dedication and diligence as they near the compl etion of
the former Poughkeepsie RR Bridge into a walkway
and bike path over the Hudson River. The presentation
was well organized. The diagrams, explanations were
well defined and seemed thorough. With inspection,
design and environmental studies near compl etion and
reaching out for funding the project iswell underway
145 toitsprojected goal of opening in Sept. 2009. Gov. Thank you for the support.
Spitzer has recognized the organization's
accomplishments and announced that the
Poughkeepsie RR Bridge will become a state park.
Congratulations! The Walkway project hastruly been
an inspiration for not-for-profit organizations which
are dso struggling to achieve their goals. Too often we
hear, that will never happen. Thisisaperfect example
it can!
Congratulations on awell written Draft Design Report
146 and a successful public information meeting. Asa Thank you for the support,

bicyclist and walker, | strongly support this project
which will be avaluable asset to our community.
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147

| do, however, have a substantial comment regarding
the width of the approach spans. The west oneis
1030’, about 0.2 miles, and the east oneis 2640, about
0.5 miles. They will betoo narrow for alength that is
54% of thetotal bridge length! At the meeting andin
the Draft Design Report description of the Preferred
Alternative thiswidth is described as 15', but on page
[11-10 the clear width is shown as 12'. Given the
combined barrier/fence which will be 8 tall, thisarea
will fed tootight. In addition, cyclistswill shy away
from the barrier by at least one foot for comfort
making the useable width even less.

The approach spanswill have awidth of

24 feet.

148

Ancther, and equally serious concern related to this
narrow approach span width isthe potential use of the
bridge by emergency vehicles. There aretwo
situations where this could occur, attending to an
injured individual on the bridge or an emergency
vehicle using the crossing as an alternative should the
Mid-Hudson Bridge be blocked. How will cyclists,
pedestrians, those with strollers, and in the worst case
handicapped individual s get out of the way of avehicle
that will need about 10’ to pass? Will the attendants
have sufficient room to exit the vehicle along these
narrow approach spans? While other bridges over the
Hudson River have narrow wal kway/bikeways, they
have traffic |anes immediately adjacent to them for
access by emergency responders. The New York State
Department of Transportation usesa 14 paved surface
between the safety rails on their trail bridges, which
matches the approach trail — 10 feet paved with atwo
foot clear area on each sde. Thiswidth is sufficient
for the typical trail bridge which is often lessthan
150'.

The approach spanswill have awidth of

24 feet.

149

Consideration should be given to creating a clear width
of at least 20’ for the approach spans on this bridge.
Thiswould provide amore comfortable fed and
eliminate the concerns associated with sharing the
bridge with emergency vehicles.

The approach spanswill have awidth of

24 feet.

150

The public and private funding partnership in place to
pay for this project will not last forever, now isthe
timeto build this project and to build it to the width
that will makeit safe and enjoyable.

The approach spanswill have awidth of

24 feet.

151

Regarding the higtoric nature of the existing bridge, is
there a way to re-use the rails from the bridge in the
reconstruction? Whilethey could not be used as a
safety feature on the bridge, consideration should be
given to using them to linethe trail leading from the
new parking areas toward the bridge.

Unfortunately, the existing trail bed/ties
had been treated with fire retardantsto
reduce fire damage caused by train sparks,
and emissions from the trainshave
contaminated theties. They must be
disposed of properly to prevent harm to

Wa kway users.
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As | mentioned the evening of the 9™, the presentation
of that evening was terrific, and the progress made
toward the creation of the planned pedestrian Bridgeis
most impressive. Thiswill be aterrific boon to tourism
152 in the area. In particular, it will be agreat shot in the Thank you for the support.
arm for the City of Poughkeepsie. Again, many thanks
for your great work, to date. And | am grateful that you
continue to keep the community informed and
involved.
Parking near the Washington Street
elevator will be provided under the
Walkway, between Washington and
Because of parking, but other issues, aswell, | believe | Tamadge Streets. Thiseevator will be
the proposed first e evator should be placed close to ADA accessible aswedll asastairway
153 the waterfront rather than on Washington St. available. Additiona parking in the City
Washington St does not offer the same sense of of Poughkeepsieis being coordinated with
“gateway” that awaterfront entrance would. the Mayor’s Office. An elevator is
planned for the vicinity of the Children’s
Museum when future funding becomes
available.
As the project proceeds, | hope there are opportunities
to pursue those ways in which the proposed walkway
and surrounding economic benefits can address the . )
154 needs of our City’s youth, and other city res_i dentswho Qlenl]i a?;] ?rgcz%%d n':NSCIaIOCI;q fggts \?vielrl)ot;é
need employment. Around these, and other issues, | created asaresult of this project
certainly hope that the City's Planning Department, the '
Mayor, and the Council will be consulted and viewed
as resources that will benefit the project
Parking near the Washington Street
Of course parking will need to be addressed. In that the | elevator will be provided under the
walkway is projected to draw over 250,000 visitorsper | Walkway, between Washington and
155 year, 110,000 of whom will be from outside Dutchess | Talmadge Streets. This eevator will be
and Ulster Counties, therewill beaconsiderableneed | ADA accessible aswell asa stairway
for parking. So, of course all planning will need totake | available. Additiona parking in the City
thisinto account. of Poughkeepsieis being coordinated with
the Mayor’s Office.
My husband and | attended the January 9 meeting at
156 the Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel. FABULOUS! Weare | Thank you for the support.

really excited about this.
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Initialy, portable restrooms will be
Some suggestions/'comments:. Toilet facilitiesarea available. New York State Parks plansto
must. Port-a-johns are OK, aslong asthey are kept construct permanent restroom facilities
clean. | know this can be a problem, but | hope they that will be either conventional or
can be maintained all year round, not just seasonally. composting.
We arerunners, and it's frustrating when we run in
certain areas that have permanent or port-a-john Details of the Walkway operationa plan
facilities but everything islocked or gone in the winter. | have not been finalized. The seasonal
Please consider arubberized surface over the concrete | usage of the bridge hasnot yet been
on thejogging section. Itisbrutal torun on concrete. | decided.
Loved theidea of the glassin certain areas of the span
157 that allows folksto look done at the water. Please Y our suggestion of a rubberized running
keep that in the plan. Vending: hopefully not tacky ;-) | surface will be considered during the
Would you consider vending cartslikein NYCwitha | design of the deck.
variety of foods ingtead of the usual (unhealthy) hot
dogs. Icecream & yogurt are musts -maybe a fruit The portals will be included in the final
stand and/or smoothies made from fresh fruit and no- design of the Walkway.
fat yogurt. Might be nice to have arace the morning of
the grand opening in Sept 2009 - ashort run that starts | Vendors of all types would be wel come on
in Poughkeepsie, runs across the bridge to the other the bridge.
side and returns to Poughkeepsie; maybe combine the
run with ashort biking event. A grand opening race isagood ideaand
will be considered.
Details of the Walkway operationa plan
158 Have the walkway open all 4 seasons. Hopefully the have not been finalized. The seasonal
walkway will be open "dawn to dusk" like other parks. | usage of the bridge hasnot yet been
decided.
Security: Have some security who will be on bikes . .
159 (weather permitting)--perfect for the walkway, Vﬁ“&\%}f&?}ﬁ%\’! l/lvilljle ;L;%Ie?hgr;rtg;as
friendlier, allows the security folks to be quickly '
. S ; necessary.
mobile and still mingle with everyone.
| attended the meeting and was very impressed by the
interest the state has taken to advance the project to a
national park. As acommunity member | have always
160 recognized the potentia of thiswonderful asset. | think Thank you for the support.
the project has an aggressive schedul e to maintain and
| look forward to continued progress.
My concern from what was presented is there was no ?;&Srl;ls g;%vg?ggilgigfg gfntgg ththe
mention of an informational booth of historical Walkway areawill be provided
memorabiliato share with the general public such asa y P '
161 vigitors center that other state parks have. Isthisin the The long “runway” look of the Walkway
plan anywhere? As for appearance- many a comment 11 be broken up by benches. vendor
was made as to how the walkway |ooks like a barren }'.V' . P Dy benches, S
. X . ighting, and other amenities on the bridge.
highway. Will there be any plantingsto have a park There are no provisions for planters on the
fedl and any shaded areas to rest under? d o
leck at thistime.
Please use solar power. Make it amodd for the future. | Solar power is being evaluated asa
162 Provide adeguate bathroom facilities, even if you possibl e source of power for the light

charge afee.

fixtures on the bridge.
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Parking near the Washington Street
elevator will be provided under the
Walkway, between Washington and
, N Talmadge Streets. This elevator will be
163 Ensure adequate parking away from residential areas. ADA accessible aswell as a stairway
available. Additional parking in the City
of Poughkeepsieis being coordinated with
the Mayor’s Office.
Use solar power panels hung from the deck to power
electrical needs of the bridge. Ingtall barriers under Solar power isbeing evaluated asa
164 bridge to store power for use at night. And excess possibl e source of power for the light
electric back into power grid. Bridge lighting will have | fixtures on the bridge.
to below at sides and overhead to light center of deck.
The limits of thisproject end at
Washington Street. The Walkway Over
the Hudson organization does not own the
- . . rail bed along Parker Avenue. CSX
165 Eliminate Washington elevator and use access point Railroad stillgowns the 1.3 mile stretch of

along Parker Ave. tracks between Washington Street and

Lake Morgan Park. Dutchess county is
currently in negotiations with CSX to
purchase this section of rail bed.

Parking near the Washington Street
elevator will be provided under the
Walkway, between Washington and
Talmadge Streets. This elevator will be
ADA accessible aswell asastairway
available. Additional parking in the City
of Poughkeepsieis being coordinated with
the Mayor’s Office.

Ensure adequate parking away from residentia areas.
166 Build ramp & parking area 200 yards up on Parker
Ave. (west side) which isnow a vacant lot.

The bridge paint was tested and found to
contain lead. The paint where the new
deck meets the steel will be removed
during the construction phase of the

Test paint on bridge for lead abatement. Lead project and disposed of properly.

abatement must be addressed before work is begun on
the bridge. Ensure funds will be available in future for
proper maintenance of the park.

167
The Walkway will be maintained by the
New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation, & Historic Preservation and
maintenance costs will come from the
State Parks budget.

As aneighbor of the walkway and a business owner in
the neighborhood we are all excited to see the progress
168 get underway. | feel the board will do what isin the Thank you for the support.
best interest of the community. The center plan that
you propose seems most logical.

I have only one concern. The fence separating our
propertiesisnot correct. If you can contact me
169 regarding this | would appreciate it. We asafamily
have been maintaining both sides of the fence since
1975, when we moved in.

The design team will meet with local
residents to address their concerns.
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I I|v_e on Bain Avenuein t_he City of_ Poughkeep_s e My Security cameras will be located on the
family has owned and resided on this property since ; .

. ' Walkway. Officerswill patrol the areaas
1953. | have safety and privacy concerns regarding the n
proximity of my property to the bridge. | have Y-
enclosed photos for your review. | will be exposed to Thereare no plansfor a privacy screen a

170 the constant flow of Walkway visitors who will now thistime. Security cameras will be located

have vi sugl accessto my backyard 365 da_ys ayear. on the Walkway. Officerswill patrol the
Unless privacy fencing and/or astructureisput in : ,

. : areaas necessary. The design team will
place dong the bridge that runs behind my house (both meet with local residents to address their
before and after my property line) my family and | face CONCEINS.
serious quality of lifeissues.

Whowill prevent Q.eb” s and vendalism by items be| N9 | we appreciate your concern about security
thrown over therailings onto homeowners properties? issues. Security cameras will be located
What provisions are being considered to protect our on the Walkway. Officerswill patrol the
privacy and security? Who will provide security to the areaasn ' Proiectile prevention
Walkway during evening hours? Noise pollution is asnecessary. FTo) P
L fencing will be provided at al roadway
also aconcern. These are dl serious issues that and railroad crossinas. There are no plans
homeowners near the bridge face that | now bring to ; gs. thet P
i . for a privacy screen a thistime. The
your attention. | am asking that members of the desian team will meet with local residents
171 walkway design team visit my hometo view for 9 .
. : . . to address their concerns.
themselves the potential security and privacy issues
both my family and property face as aresult of the : . . .

) While thereis a potential for increased
project. | ask that you please contact me to arrange an noise levels at rer;i dences dlosest to the
on-site meeting a my home and provide me the . . :

: . : Walkway, the devation of the bridge will
opportunity to show you, in person, my unique and minimizethis disturbance. The loudest
disturbing situation that | now face due to the hours can be expected on w ecekend
Walkway. | ook forward to hearing and meeting with AFtErNoons P
you to determine the best solution to these problems. )

Parking near the Washington Street
elevator will be provided under the
Walkway, between Washington and
In addition to the proposed access point on Talmadge Streets. This elevator will be
172 Washington Street adding to my personal security and | ADA accessible aswell as a stairway
privacy concerns, the potentiad parking situation is available. Additional parking in the City
seriously underestimated. of Poughkeepsieis being coordinated with
the Mayor’ s Office. Security cameras will
be located on the Walkway. Officerswill
patrol the area as necessary.
My wife (Leigh) and | attended your successful Public
Information Meeting on Jan. 9, 2008. Congratsto ajob
173 well done! We believe thisis afantastic project and Thank you for the support

will end up with worldwide visibility once compl eted!
Asfelow cyclists, we have been supportive of Fred for
years on this project.
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Initialy, portable restrooms will be
available. New York State Parks plansto
construct permanent restroom facilities
that will be either conventiona or
composting. Garbage receptacles will be
available.
Restrooms or Porta Potties of some sort should be
placed at each end of the Walkway. Maybe parking Parking will be available in the vicinity of
lots? Please have plenty of garbage cans on the the access points on both the west and east
Walkway and in the parking lots with properly sides of the Walkway. A parking lot will
scheduled pick-up times to avoid polluting the be provided on Haviland Road, in addition
environment. Please make dogs welcomed! Havesigns | to a striped on-street parking lane. Parking
174 requesting them to be on leashes and for ownersto near the Washington Street el evator will be
pickup after them. Please include having "doggie provided under the Wakway, between
cleanup bag dispensers' located at each end of the Washington and Talmadge Streets. This
Walkway and in the middle. We are dog owners and elevator will be ADA accessible aswell as
love to have our dogs with us, but thereisalwaysneed | astairway available. Additional parking
to encourage other ownersto be responsible for their in the City of Poughkeepsieis being
pets. It can be very dangerousfor al if bikes & dogs coordinated with the Mayor’s Office.
unexpectedly interact.
Dogswill be welcome on the Walkway.
Asa Sate Park, aleash law will apply.
The drinking fountainsingalled on the
Walkway will have a doggie water bowl
attachment. Thereareno plansfor an
“Oops!” station at thistime.
Use environmental friendly ice/snow removal. If . :
possible, we suggest only clearing 2/3 of the width of Eetal Is ofbthe \f/yal dk.W:é/ O_Pre]r ational g:an
the Walkway in the winter time, so the other 1/3 could avenot been finalized. The season
; - usage of the bridge has not yet been
175 potentialy be used for cross-country skung.. Thgt decided.
would be beautiful. Many walkers and cyclists like to
cross-country ski in thewinter. If possible, a water . L
fountain at the 1/2 way point of the Walkway would be A drmkmg water fountain will be located
; . ; . . on the bridge.
nice, even if only available during the summer time.
A parking lot will be provided on Haviland
Road, in addition to a striped on-street
Seems like 25-35 parking spaces on both sides of the parking lane.
Walkway isnot enough, considering the projected
estimated 275K visitors per year (if we caught that Parking near the Washington Street
176 number correctly from the charts). That'san average of | elevator will be provided under the
almost 700 per day. | think the charts stated 150K local | Walkway, between Washington and
visitors and 100K non-local visitors. Sorry if wedidn't | Talmadge Streets. This elevator will be
get those numbersright, but we assumethe volumeis | ADA accessble aswell asastairway
high and 50-60 parking spaces just seems too few. available. Additiond parking in the City
of Poughkeepsieis being coordinated with
the Mayor’s Office.
Please have recycle collection containers (i.e.: with Garbage receptacles will be available. The
178 holes just for can/bottles, etc.) to help support inclusion of recycle binsisa good
recycling and environmental friendliness. suggestion and will be considered.
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It would be niceto h_ave some sort of security (i.e.: Security cameras will be located on the
179 cameras) in the parking lots and/or on the Walkway, as Walkway. Officerswill patrol the areaas
thieves will know folks will be on the Walkway for n '
extended periods of time after parking their cars. Y-
. . The bike lane will be designed in the
180 Keep bike lanein center as planned. center of the Walkway.
There should be bathrooms, shelter from therain, and
possibly a quick way to get back to other side for the These are all good recommendations and
disabled - aferry or such. Thereisaneed for food and | will be considered.
water on the bridge for the disabled and handicapped.
Part of the Bridge should be covered. Thereshould be | Initialy, portable restrooms will be
181 fake owls, or a sound only birds can hear or lightsthat | available. New York State Parks plansto
would bother birdsto keep away pigeons. On both construct permanent restroom facilities
sides of the bridge, there should be help kiosks with that will be either conventional or
info/bathrooms/first aid. How about a Public Address | composting. Vendorswill be welcome on
system for announcements or musica events on the the Walkway. The drinking fountains will
bridge? be ADA accessible.
On the West side of the bridge, there could be some
sort of attraction that could include a Hudson Valley
History museum, Science Museum, alibrary, a star-
gazing terrace, atourist center, community space, a
gift shop or acafeteria. The gift shop/cafeteria could
be staffed/supplleq byl I ocal val unteers including crafts These are all good recommendations and
182 people (eg. the quilter's guild) and culinary school will be considered
students. Students could do this work for school credit. |
This attraction center could a so contain bathrooms
and other amenities. This center could also be funded
and furnished by donations. The outside of the center
could be painted with murals done by local children.
Thiswould get their parentsinterested in the project.
Parking near the Washington Street
elevator will be provided under the
Parking at Metro North Depot isalready at capacity, Walkway, between Washington and
183 this must be considered. Maybe there could be atrolley | Talmadge Streets. This elevator will be

or tram to take people from the bridge to the Metro-
North station.

ADA accessible aswell asastairway
available. Additional parking in the City
of Poughkeepsieis being coordinated with
the Mayor’s Office.
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Stairswill be available at all elevator
location isthe event of an emergency.
Access on west side of the bridge will be
via an at-grade/walk-on access point.
If the electricity goes out, will people get stuck in the Emergency call boxeswill belocated on
elevator? Can water be pumped from theriver to put the bridge. These phones provide a direct
out fires on the bridge? Can you build the Walkway connection to thelocal police. Emergency
with heat el ements undernegth to prevent ice? There vehicle access will be provided as
184 should be emergency phoneswith adirect lineto 911. | necessary. Security cameraswill be
There should be an alarm to get peoples attention and | located on the Walkway. Officerswill
asawarning. Also firealarms and extinguishers. There | patrol the area as necessary.
should be security cameras and peopl e to monitor
them. Details of the Wakway operationa plan
have not been findized. The seasonal
usage of the bridge has not yet been
decided. There areno plansfor the use of
radiant hesat to prevent ice build up.
Alternative energies should be utilized for the elevator. These are all good recommendations and
185 This could bring good press. Recycling is very . .
: will be considered.
important.
We may need to plan for more roads with the added
traffic. Perhaps atourist bus could make aloop from
area hote sto the bridge and other tourist destinations.
Y ou should involve the community as much as
possibl e through volunteer staffing and holding of
contests. Involvement from civic groupsis critical. Art
projects relating to the project should be well
publicized. | was once a Montessori School teacher in | The existing road system will be capable
Y orktown and we entered all sorts of art contests and of handling the additional vehicular traffic.
186 this was great publicity for the school. Y ou should
hold various fundraisers to fund the amenities of the These are all good recommendations and
bridge. You could sell calendars and pensand stamps, | will be considered.
etc. Local businesses should be solicited for donations
of either money, goods or services. A Hudson River
tour boat could be incorporated into a fundraiser.
Change donation receptacles should be placed all over
the area. Fairs, carnivals and raffles will aso work.
Pancake breakfasts and spaghetti dinners are good
fundraisers.
Firg of all, I would like to thank the Walkway and the
various agencies for hosting the informational meeting
earlier this month. The presentation on the bridge
project was very informative and interesting. | have
been along-time supporter of the project from buying
187 walkway t-shirts to making small monetary Thank you for the support,

contributions over the years. | have been quite
interested in the project since | first traversed part of
the Poughkeepsie Highland RR bridge on cold
December day, some ten years ago, when the Walkway
had an open house and allowed the public to walk the
bridge.
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Number Comment Response

Lighting, handrails and pedestrian amenities - If
possible, it would be great for the Walkway project to
mirror the styling used at the Poughkeepsie Railroad
Station for the type of benches, lighting, etc. that are
used on the Walkway. Metro-North did agood job
with incorporating the old style of lights, etc. with the
new technology of today. It would seem likeanatural
thing for the Walkway to do the same. Isanyone from
Metro-North RR on the advisory or design committee
for the Walkway project? If not, there should be.
Glass (see-through) Decking Panels - Thiswill bea
188 great feature provided the panels can hold vehicle
weight. This see-through pane idea soundslike the
elevated glass platform over therim of the Grand
Canyon that was just opened by the Indian
Reservation. It will make the Walkway Over the
Hudson an excellent tourist attraction! Information
kiosks - If not already planned, there should be
permanent kiosks at both entrances to the Wakway
that tell the stories of therailroad bridge, the Walkway
project and about the Wakway organization, including
its founder, Mr. Sepe. After dl, heisapart of that
history.

All of the proposed lighting, hand rails,
and pedestrian amenities selected will
reflect the industrid design of the
structure.

The portals will be included in the fina
design of the Walkway.

Kiosks providing information on both the
natural and historic resources of the
Walkway areawill be provided.

These are all good recommendations and
will be considered.

Ambulance/Emergency Vehicle Access - | know that
many publicly-owned, pedestrian trails built today
require that they be able to accommodate ambul ances
and police vehiclesin case anyone getsinjured or
requires immediate emergency attention while en-route
on thetrail. It ismy hopethat the Wakway project be
no different and that vehicle access to the whole
Walkway and bridge isreadily avail able to emergency
responders. Someone from the design team told me Emergency vehicle access will be provided
the night of the January 9th meeting that they did not as necessary.

think emergency vehicles would be able to drive on the
Walkway because the on-ramps to the bridge would
not be wide enough to accommodate access for such
vehicles. It would be amistake, and not in the public
interest, if viable, rapid access has not been provided

to enable conventional, motorized emergency vehicles
to safely travel across the entire span of the Walkway,
including the bridge and its on ramps.

189

Emergency Phones - Someone from the design team
told me at the January 9th meeting that there would be
only two emergency phones on the entire span of the
Walkway. Two phones are not enough given the long
span of the bridge. |dedlly, dedicated emergency
phones should be located every 400 ft. of the Wakway
(including those portions on land, especially on the
Poughkeepsie side), and the phones should
automatically ring at the 911 headquarters of the
respective agencies having jurisdiction over the bridge.

Emergency call boxes will be located on
the bridge. These phones provide a direct
connection to thelocal police. Emergency
vehicle access will be provided as
necessary. Y our recommendation
regarding the location of the phones will
be considered.

190
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Salt-resistant concrete - It was said at the January 9th
meeting, that therail bridge has lasted so long because
no salt has been dumped on it during past winters. If it
is possible to use salt-resistant concrete panelsfor the . :
decking, and/or to prevent the future use of salt for E:\t/gl L%?ngr?ldﬁgg o_lp_)re]reatsgng ng: an
191 melt!ng|ceonthebr|dgeonce|thasbeen open to the usage of the bridge has not yet been
public, that would be good to do. Perhapsalaw or decided. We will take vour
regulation could be passed making it illegal to use salt recomm.endati onsinto )c/onsideration
on the bridge? Sounds crazy, but it may be a practical '
necessity to codify how routinetrail maintenance, like
snow and ice removal, will be performed on the
Walkway bridge.
Walkway fundraiser planks - Several years ago, people \Tvgg g‘gegaggr}itredrg{r;?ﬁgl %?Ie dpl:nks
contributed money to "purchase" planks acrossthe sudies. The Wal kf/)va Over ¥he HS dson
bridge as part of one the earlier Wakway fundraisers. has a record of the cor):tri butors and isin
192 Now that the State istaking over the Walkway, how the f listing these d "
will these donor "planks" be showcased or Process of Tiing these donors on 1ts
memorialized at the project site? Or, will the Vn\g;ﬁ;%?ta%vrgldzmzytﬁge 90(:3)':'5(}2?'
?ont&k:w;ogosr;cgr@rdwaseaplank be returned to their their foresight and support are being
=P ' discussed.
Parking near the Washington Street
elevator will be provided under the
Walkway, between Washington and
Washington Street elevator - Thisisa bad location to ;I;]Zlng?tdg;Stpgietrs{kAdtsj;g ?Qsleir;]arkl ngin
access the Walkway bridge asit isahigh crime coordi Xmed wit% theeeﬁ/l or's Of%ice
neighborhood in Poughkeepsie and there isinsufficient Security cameras will b?q ocated on t.he
parking in the area. And, many people would not fedl Wal kw}all Officerswill patrol the areaas
safe getting on an elevator at thislocation. Besides, nec&ssary
193 why should the on-going expense for an devator at Y-
Washington St. be incurred by the project when you The limits of this project end at
can easily access the Walkway trail, at-grade, from Washington Street 'IJ'heW alkway Over
Parker Avenue? Providing sufficient, safe off-street the Hudson orgeni.z ation does not own the
parking at this entrance point to the Walkway should r3il bed alona Parker Avenue. CSX
be considered and included in theinitia design of the . ng ¥
Walkway project. Railroad ill 0wnsth_e1.3 mile stretch of
tracks between Washington Street and
Lake Morgan Park. Dutchess county is
currently in negotiations with CSX to
purchase this section of rail bed.
Permits - In the Walkway draft design report that
presently appears on-line, it said that a permit was not
required from the US Coast Guard for this project. But . . : :
194 what about the navigational aides for the bridge piers No bridge piers will beinstalled asaresult

that have to be installed? This seems like something
that the Coast Guard would want to have jurisdiction
over.

of this project.
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195

Prevailing Wages for Walkway Project - It seemsto
me by having a private organization, like Wa kway
over the Hudson, contract for all the construction work
for thisproject immediately prior to the bridge being
turned over to New York State, that the State istrying
to avoid the public bid process, the Wicks Law, and
the need to pay prevailing wages for the construction
work that isto be performed on the Walkway. Asa
result, it ismy concern that if title to the bridge is
turned over to the State shortly after completion of the
project, and the workers have not been paid properly,
and the project has not been bid in accordance with the
various State Laws for public projects, that
construction firmsand labor unions may have cause
for action againg the State. It ismy hope that since
public fundswill be used for this project, that
prevailing wages are paid and a competitive public bid
processis utilized to select the contractor(s) to work on
the Walkway project.

All of the construction contractswill be
advertised asapublic bid. Thisprojectis
receiving federal funds, and prevailing
wages will be paid to al workers.

196

Opening Day blessings - On the Opening Day of the
Walkway to the public, representatives from the
various faiths/religions based in the City of
Poughkeepsie and Highland should visibly perform
some collective, on-site blessing of the Walkway as
part of the day's ceremonies. We have Catholic,
Jewish, Muslim, and Protestant congregationsin the
City of Poughkeepsie, to nameafew. It'sgreat to have
the Governor and other politicd dignitaries at the
Walkway's Opening Day ceremony, but it ismore
important to have God's representatives al so present at
the event.

Thisisagood recommendation and will be
considered.
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VI.LIST OF PREPARERS AND LIST OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Theteam of consultants contracted to prepare this Design Report included:

Bergmann Associates

McLaren Engineering Group

Bergmann Associates
1 Computer Drive South
Albany, New Y ork 12205

Bergmann Associates was responsible for technical preparation of the design report.

Table VI-1: Bergmann Associates Team Members

Name Responsibilities Education Experience
: , MS Urban & Environmental
Peter M. Mdewski, PE Project Manager Studies, BS Civil Engineering 25yrs
Dean R. Goodison, PE Deputy Project Manager BS Civil Engineering 13 yrs
Michael Cooper, PE Structural Engineer MS Structural Engineering 10yrs
David A. Thurnherr, PE Structural Engineer MS Structural Engineering 22 yrs
Mark R. Johns, ASLA L andscape Architect BS Landscape Architecture 23yrs
. _— MS Natural Resources

James F. Boggs Environmental Scientist Management 30yrs
GinaM. Wilkolaski, PE Project Engineer BS Civil Engineering 8 yrs

Lindsay A. Zefting Design Engineer BS Civil Engineering lyr

McL aren Engineering Group

100 Snakehill Road
West Nyack, NY 10994

The McLaren Engineering Group assisted Bergmann Associates in the preparation of the design report

and inspections.

TableVI-2: McLaren Engineerin

g Group Team Members

Name Responsibilities Education Experience
Mal McLaren M anager MS Structural Engineering 32 yrs
George Assis Structural Engineer PhD Structural Engineering 32 yrs
James Green Diving Engineer BS Civil Engineering 21yrs
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Project Support:

During the course of this project, the following individuals have made substantial contributions:

Table VI-3: Organizations Offering Project Support

Organization Name Title
The Beacon Institute John Cronin CEO
Dutchess County Economic . ,
Devel opment Corporation Theresa Kelly Empire Zone Coordinator
Dutchess County Tourism Mary Kay Vrba Director of Tourism

Dyson Foundation

Diana M. Gurieva

Executive Vice President

The Hudson River Navigator

Vincent Taraagna

Hudson River Valley Greenway Mary Mangione Acting Executive Director
Huason Vd I 4 Rall Tral Raymond J. Costantino President
Association, Inc.
National Parks Service Karl Beard NY Projects Director
Poughkeepsie Area Chamber of Charles S. North President and CEO
Commerce
Rails-To-Trails Conservancy Jeff Ciabotti VP of Trail Devel opment
Parks & Trails New York Rabin Dropkin Executive Director
Scenic Hudson Ned Sullivan President
Toshi & Peter Seeger Concerned Resident
Town of Lloyd Nancy E. Hammond Deputy Supervisor
Town of Lloyd Robert Shepard Supervisor
Town of Poughkeepsie Patricia Myers Supervisor
Town of Wappinger Joseph Ruggiero Supervisor
The Trust For Public Land Rose H. Harvey Regional Director
Ulster County L egislature David B. Donaldson Chairman
Ulster County Tourism Richard J. Remsnyder Director
TableVI-4: Public Officials Offering Project Support
Name District

100" Assembly District
102™ Assembly District
20" District, New York
19" District, New York
US Senate, New Y ork
40" District
41% District
US Senate, New Y ork

Assemblyman Tom Kirwan
Assemblyman Joel M. Miller
Congresswoman Kirsten Gillibrand
Congressman John Hall
Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton
Senator Vincent L. Leibell
Senator Stephen M. Saland
Senator Charles E. Schumer
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Other Acknowledgements:
During the course of this project, the following individuals have made substantial contributions (see
“Brainstorming Session” notesin Appendix G):

Table VI-5: Acknowledgements

Name Organization
Bill Moreau NY S Bridge Authority
Garrett Jobson NY S Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Places
Chuck Benfer Walkway Over The Hudson
Dick Coller Walkway Over The Hudson
Mike Duffy Dyson Foundation
Butch Marcelle Fort Miller Group
Scott Harrigan Fort Miller Group
John Gonyea Fort Miller Group
Charles Slutzky I.& O.A. Slutzky, Inc.
Rab Bettigole Past President, Exodermic Bridge I nstitute
Jeff DiStefano Harrison and Burrowes
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